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    CHAPTER ONE  

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background to the Study  

The Niger Delta region of Nigeria is very strategic to the country‟s economic and 

political existence. This is explained by the fact that the country‟s oil resources which 

account for 90 per cent of her foreign exchange earnings and about 80 per cent of 

the budgetary revenue, come from the area (Nigeria Economy Profile, 2012). 

Misconceptions and controversies had earlier trailed the definition of the area 

referred to as the Niger Delta. These misconceptions and controversies stemmed 

from the discovery of crude oil at Olibiri, in present Bayelsa State in commercial 

quantities in 1958. However, the Niger Delta as currently defined is synonymous with 

the oil producing areas in the country.  

 

Former President Olusegun Obasanjo who in his bill creating the Niger Delta 

Development Commission (NDDC), listed the nine oil producing states of Abia, Akwa 

Ibom, Bayelsa, Cross Rivers, Delta, Edo, Imo, Rivers and Ondo as member states of 

the region.  NDDC (2000:1) in its definition of the area states: “the Niger Delta region 

traverses nine out of the 36 states making up the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  

These are: Abia, Akwa Ibom, Bayesla, Cross River, Delta, Edo, Imo, Ondo and 

Rivers State”. Alamieyeseigha (2005) also subscribes to this definition by observing 

that the Niger Delta in its present form covers these states. 

 

 

But flaws in the above definition and description of the area are made bare by 

historical account.  Onduku (2001:3) notes that: 

The Niger Delta as a region predates Nigeria‟s emergence as a British Colony 
by at least a decade. Britain‟s Niger Delta Protectorate and the Niger Delta 
Coast Protectorate were already well established by the middle of 1880s and 
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the late 1890s before further British interests led to the formation of Southern 
Nigeria in 1900. 

 

Alagoa (1979) and Ekeh (2004) give credence to this view when they affirm that the 

Niger Delta dates back to around 1480s, during the period of Portuguese exploration 

of the West Coast of Africa.  According to Ekeh “the Portuguese were a sea faring 

people and mostly stayed in the rivers and creeks of the Niger Delta once they 

reached coastline of what we now know as the Niger Delta.”  

 

However, for the purpose of this study, the definition of the Niger Delta has been 

limited to the following states: Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross Rivers and 

Edo States with a population of over 45 million people distributed in over 1600 

communities (NPC, 2006). The area has some unique characteristics, which tend to 

make development difficult. It is, for instance, one of the largest wetlands in the 

world. It covers an area of 70,000 square kilometres and is noted for its sandy 

coastal ridge barriers, brackish or saline mangroves, freshwater, permanent and 

seasonal swamp forests as well as lowland rainforest. The whole area is traversed 

and crisscrossed by a large number of rivers, rivulets, streams, canals and creeks. 

The coastal line is buffeted throughout the year by the tides of the Atlantic Ocean 

while the mainland is subjected to regimes of flood by the various rivers, particularly 

the river Niger. By this, the Niger Delta region is the second largest delta in the world 

and the largest wetland in Africa. 

 

The people living in the region speak a range of languages and dialects. They are 

the Nembe-Akassa, Ijaw, Itsekiri, Urhobo, Isoko, Igbo, Beni, Ishan, Erowha Okpo, 

Ibibio, Ogoni, Etche, Ndoni, Ndokwa, Andoni, Ikwere Degema, Ogba, Ekpeye, Effik 

and Anang. 
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The researcher however recognizes the limitation in delimiting the area but is 

encouraged to do so because of the remarkable economic developments which 

occurred in the area (i.e. the South-South geo-political zone), also referred to as 

“core” Niger Delta in some quarters.  In 2008, the period of the study, militancy, one 

way by which some youths in the region claimed was a means of asserting the rights 

of the people, reached its crescendo. It culminated in some manufacturing 

companies in Port Harcourt, for instance, leaving the country for other West African 

countries. Also, Nigeria‟s oil production level averaged 1.9 barrels per day as against 

her production capacity of 2.7 million barrels per day 

(http:/www.eja.deo.gov.cabs/Nigeria/Oil.html retried on March 5, 2010). 

 

The Niger Delta right before the country gained political independence from Britain 

on October 1, 1960, had been in the forefront of agitation for a better deal in the 

Nigerian Federation.  Alamieyeseigha (2005) identifies six rebellions that occurred in 

this direction in the 19th and 20th century Niger Delta: the rebellion of King William of 

Nembe, 1894-95; Nana of Itsekiri 1896; and Oba Overanmi Nogbasisi of Benin 1897; 

the 12-day revolution of Isaac Jasper Adaka Boro 1966; Ken Saro Wiwa of Ogoni 

1993-1995 and the Ijaw Youth and Kaiama Declaration 1998-2000. According to 

him, the common thread running through the rebellions was injustice and demand of 

the people for legitimacy and survival.  Ebiye (2000) cited in Alamieyeseigha 

(2005:2) identifies the causes of conflicts in the Niger Delta as follows: the merciless 

striving for power, conflicting reward systems and collective communal grievances, 

norms and traditions.  Alamieyeseigha (2005:2) was to add poverty and 

environmental degradation to the list. 

 

Despite being the richest geo-political region in the country in terms of natural 

resource endowment, unfulfilled, the Niger Delta has been threatened by 
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environmental devastation and worsening economic conditions.  Incidental to and 

indeed compounding this ecological devastation is the perceived political 

marginalization, total oppression of the people and especially the denial of their 

rights, including land rights.  In spite of the enormous wealth accruing from their land, 

the vast majority of the people continue to live in pristine conditions in the absence of 

electricity, pipe-borne water, hospital, decent housing and schools (Onduku, 2001:1). 

 

The Niger Delta communities had protested the perceived injustices peacefully for 

decades and have been in the vanguard for tackling the “national question” problem.  

Not withstanding, the Ogoni uprising from the early 1990s and the consequent 

execution of Ken Saro-Wiwa on November 10, 1995 by the General Abacha-led 

military government marked a new interesting interface of oil politics in Nigeria. Other 

events that led to the redefinition of the oil politics were the military invasion of Ijaw 

communities, consequent upon the Kaiama Declaration (see appendix i) was made, 

and the Odi military action of 1998 to 1999. The parties in the conflict did not involve 

only the Federal Government and the people of the Niger Delta but also the oil 

multinationals. 

 

Onduku (2001:4) summarizes the grievances of the Niger Delta people as involving 

three closely interrelated, but analytically distinct issues: firstly, that all laws relating 

to oil exploration and land ownership be abrogated; secondly, the issue of natural 

resource control and self determination and thirdly, that appropriate institutional and 

financial arrangements should be put in place by the Nigerian nation state and the oil 

multinationals, to compensate the oil producing communities for the developmental 

and environmental problems associated with oil exploration and exploitation . 
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Having lived with the problems over the years, the youths of Ijaw, one of the ethnic 

nationalities in the region, demanded on December 11, 1998 in the Kaiama 

Declaration, the immediate withdrawal from the region, of all military forces of 

occupation, alleging repression by the Nigerian State among other things.  

Consequently, the declaration called on Ijaw youths in all Ijaw communities in the 

region, to implement the resolutions beginning from the 30th of December 1998, as a 

step towards reclaiming the control of their land.  

 

Awoshakin (2001:1) observes that over the years, conflicts between the oil producing 

communities of the Niger Delta and oil companies on one hand, and among these 

communities and successive Nigerian governments on the other, have resulted in 

random violence, human rights violations, death and mass interment.  Anyadike 

(1997) cited in Awoshakin (2001:1) reasons that in African conflict, the lines of 

confrontation are most often drawn over issue of exclusion, identity and the 

frustration of lack of basic needs under conditions of underdevelopment and the 

crumbling hold and legitimacy of an impoverished state. He goes on to point out that 

the conflicts in Africa arise as a result of global economic system that keeps Africa 

locked into a cycle of poverty and dominant aggravating local conflicts over power 

and wealth.  This, he notes holds true for the Niger Delta crisis. 

 

Awoshakin (2003:1) notes that the situation in the Niger Delta has continued to 

attract attention from the international media and of course the local ones.  He 

laments that: 

unfortunately, the kind of coverage given to the crisis in the Niger Delta has 
been such that focuses mainly on  violence, particularly that act of violence 
perpetrated by angry members of the community.  A lot of times, issues are 
covered in ways that bear little resemblance to the way people encounter 
them in everyday life. 
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1.1.1 The Emergence of Major Militia Groups in the Niger Delta 

Consequent upon the perceived marginalization, there erupted on February 23, 

1966, the first violent opposition against the Nigerian government when Major Isaac 

Adaka Boro, an Ijaw hero, launched a guerrilla war, in an aborted secession attempt 

to create a Niger Delta Republic. Boro had a revolutionary militant group known as 

Niger Delta Volunteer Force. He was later executed in 1965 by the then military 

government. 

 

In the last twenty years, various political movements have also emerged in 

opposition to the perceived injustice. Initially, these were usually non-violent. Such 

movements include those spearheaded by Mujahid Dokubo-Asari and Henry Oka 

who were at various times, tried for alleged treason and later pardoned.  Asari and 

Oka founded the Niger Delta People‟s Volunteers Force (NDPVF) and Movement for 

the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) respectively.  Instead of believing in 

nonviolent activism, they advocated violence as a resistance to the perceived 

enslavement of their people. 

 

1.1.2 The Niger Delta People’s Volunteer Force (NDPVF)  

 Mujahid Dokubo-Asari founded the Niger Delta People‟s Volunteer Force in 2003 

and proclaimed himself the Niger Delta Ijaw leader.  Asari named the NDPVF after 

Saro-Wiwa‟s Niger Delta Volunteer Force, in an effort to achieve through force, the 

demands issued in the Kaiama Declaration of 1998 (see appendix i). 

 

The group‟s operations were funded through siphoning of oil and gas from pipelines 

in the Niger Delta, an act locally known as “bunkering.” Asari justified energy theft on 

the grounds that the resources belonged to the people of the Niger Delta rather than 
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the Federal Government.  The force drew its rank from disaffected youths, and 

brought under its umbrella, various youth confraternities also known as cult groups. 

 

By September 2004, the NDPVF had announced an “all-out war” against the 

Nigerian State and issued an ultimatum to multinational energy companies to shut 

down their operations by October 1 the same year, otherwise, their employees would 

become targets in a major guerrilla war called “Operation Locust Feast.”  

 

NDPVF”s attacks on oil installations, made government to recognize Asari‟s 

influence in the Niger Delta and to invite him and his rival, Atake Tom, to reach an 

agreement on the cessation of hostilities.  A deal was reached on October 1, 2004 

which was supposed to lead to the disbanding of their respective militia groups and 

their total disarmament as well as keeping them within the democratic process.  

Although some aspects of the deal were implemented, it soon fell apart, leading to 

his arrest and imprisonment on September 20, 2005.  Asari‟s incarceration, made 

members of the group to operate under a new group called the Movement for the 

Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) and others.   

 

1.1.3 The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) 

The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) claimed that the 

people had found themselves in a situation where the government and international 

oil companies owned all the oil under their feet. After its formation, MEND sought a 

union of all relevant militant groups in the Niger Delta. Until 2008 when Henry Oka 

was identified as the leader of MEND, the identity of the group had been somewhat 

obscure and faceless. Its causes appeared to have been completely taken up by 

unrelated groups inspired by it.  Most often, different groups claimed responsibility 
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for some of the violence that erupted in the region. However, those who claimed to 

be the original members continued to allege that impostors were causing some of 

the violence that was occurring in Niger Delta. 

 

NDPVF, MEND and other militant groups had perfected their tactics of operations in 

the creeks where they used speed boats and sophisticated weapons in destroying oil 

installations, attacking government security agencies in guerrilla warfare and 

abducting oil workers, especially the expatriates.  

 

From the fore-going, it appears that the youths of the Niger Delta resorted to 

militancy since the not-so-violent approach earlier adopted by pioneer agitators such 

as Nana of Itsekiri did not achieve the desired result which is redressing the 

perceived government neglect.  

 

The Nigerian media, naturally, have been reporting on these issues and events 

bothering on the Niger Delta. These issues and events rang from devastation of the 

ecology, militancy, communal clashes to oil theft and kidnapping. The reportage has 

naturally evolved into a discourse 

 

Over the years, scholars in the field of Mass Communication have questioned the 

“reality” in the media reportage of events.  The professional journalistic self-image on 

the question of impartiality has come under strong challenge from students of the 

media. 

  

Fowler (1991:4) asserts that the “content” of newspapers is not fact about the world 

but in a very general sense ideas, beliefs, values, theories and propositions. Gieber 

(1964:143) states that “news is what newspapermen make it”. According to Cohen 
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and Young (1973:97) “news is manufactured by journalists”. The Glasgow University 

Media Group (1976) elaborated an alternative view of news practices, which is 

currently held among sociologists and students of the media. The model presents 

news as socially constructed, implying that events as reported are not a reflection of 

the intrinsic importance of those events but a product of a complex and artificial set 

of criteria for selection. Thus, the news that has been so selected is subjected to 

processes of transformation as it is encoded for publication. The technical properties 

of the medium - newspaper or television - for instance, and the ways in which they 

are used, are strongly effective in this transformation.  

 

Both selection and transformation are guided by reference generally unconscious, to 

ideas and beliefs. Analysis of output can reveal abstract propositions which are not 

necessarily stated, and are usually questioned, and which dominate the structure of 

presentation. 

 

Students of the media further claim that such propositions tend to be in consonance 

with the ideas of the controlling groups in industrial capitalist societies, because 

news is an industry with its own commercial self-interest. Thus, news is a practice, a 

discourse, which far from neutrally reflecting social reality and empirical facts, 

intervenes in what Berger and Luck Mann (1966) cited in Baran (2004:434) call “the 

social construction of reality.” 

 

It is necessary to state that, here in Nigeria, the process of production of media 

content is guided by reference to these generally unconscious but usually 

questioned ideas, beliefs, abstract propositions or undertones such as ethnicity, 

regionalism and national question. 
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The Nigerian media, expectedly, have been reporting on the events of the moment in 

the country. One of such events is the Niger Delta question. The reportage of the 

Niger Delta has, naturally evolved into a discourse and has tickled one‟s interest as a 

research area. It is against this background therefore that this study is situated to 

investigate the Nigeria newspapers‟ portrayal or representation of the Niger Delta. 

 

1.2 Statement of the Problem 

There have been a number of studies in the area of language and communication on 

the Niger Delta. Awoshakin (2003:1) asserts that the kind of news reports on crises 

of the Niger Delta focus mainly on violence, particularly that act of violence 

perpetrated by the angry members of the communities. Sambe (2005:185) also 

notes that “full of vices are the manner, style and depth in which the media covered 

such crises as those of the Niger Delta, including the criminal destruction of Odi in 

Bayelsa state….” Bisina (2005), through a content analysis, investigated the 

influence of ownership on the newspaper coverage of the Niger Delta, finding out 

that newspapers owned by indigenes of the Niger Delta publish more positive stories 

about the region than those owned by non-indigenes of the region. Through a Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA), Ijeomah (2012) examines the reporting of hostage taking 

in the Niger Delta, and the study reveals that framing of reports on conflict behavious 

in the region is influenced by ethno-political factors, foreign policy implications and 

height of drama of the situation. Yusha‟u (2010) in a Critical Discourse Analysis 

(CDA) of the headlines in the Nigerian press coverage of the quelling of the Boko 

Haram religious crisis in northern Nigeria and Federal Government‟s Joint Task 

Force (JTF) attack on Niger Delta militant camps in 2009, finds out that the Nigerian 

press has ethnic undertones in their reportage of the two events. Chiluwa (2010) 

through a CDA examines the Nigerian press representation of the Niger Delta militia 
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groups and their activities.  The study reveals that the negative representations of 

the ethnic militia are an ideological strategy used to shift attention from the real 

issues of ethnic marginalization and exploitation of the Niger Delta. In a similar study, 

Chiluwa (2011) investigates the role of the media in manipulation of public opinion 

and people‟s perception of the roles of the Joint Military Task Force in the Niger 

Delta crisis. He finds out that the Nigerian press is sympathetic of the activities of the 

JMTF, in spite of obvious condemnable killings of the insurgents and attacks on 

civilians. 

  

Findings of these studies have revealed that the region, which is grossly 

underdeveloped, is also negatively portrayed. They equally reveal that there are 

some ethno-political as well as ideological undertones behind the framing of the 

reports. 

 

Though it could be said that the Niger Delta area has attracted the interest of 

researchers in Language and Communication to a very large extent, there appears 

to be paucity of studies on the audience‟s perception/interpretation of the print media 

output on the rejoin. Investigation of this aspect of communication process has been 

considered imperative. This is so because audience is often involved in negotiation 

and re-negotiation of media messages (De Certeau, 1988; Hall 1999b); and such 

audiences are co-producers of meanings of media texts (Louw, 2001). This study, in 

addition to examining the manifest contents and the language of presentation of the 

print media output on the Niger Delta, also investigated the audience‟s role as co-

producer of the meanings of these reports. This is the vacuum which the study 

sought to fill. 
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1.3 Purpose of the Study 

This study analyzed Nigerian newspapers‟ coverage of the Niger Delta. Its overall 

purpose was to find out how much attention the Niger Delta received from the 

Nigeria newspapers, the dominant frames within which the newspaper reports on the 

region were constructed, and the audience role as co-producers of meanings of 

these media messages on the Niger Delta.   

 

1.4  Objectives of the Study 

The study had the following objectives: 

(a)  To find out the extent of visibility of the Niger Delta in Nigerian newspapers. 

(b)  To examine the kinds of reports on the Niger Delta available in Nigerian 

newspapers. 

(c)  To assess the dominant image(s) of the Niger Delta portrayed by Nigerian 

newspapers.  

(d)  To find out the “readings” which the audience give to the image(s).  

(e)  To investigate whether there are ethnic and regional undertones in the    

Nigerian newspapers‟ portrayal of the Niger Delta. 

(f)  To investigate possible ideological undertones lying behind the Nigerian 

newspapers‟ portrayal or representation of the Niger Delta.  

 

1.5 Research Questions  

To achieve the purpose stated in 1.4, the following research questions were posed to 

guide the study: 

1.  How visible is the Niger Delta region in the Nigerian newspapers? 

2.  What types of reports on the Niger Delta are available in the Nigerian 

newspapers? 
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3.  What dominant images of the Niger Delta do these reports portray? 

4.  What „readings‟ does the audience give to the reports? 

5.  To what extent are ethnic/regional undertones evident in Nigerian 

newspapers‟ reports on the Niger Delta? 

6.  What ideologies are behind Nigerian newspapers‟ construction of the Niger 

Delta? 

 

1.6 Research Hypotheses  

The following hypotheses were also formulated to guide the study: 

1 H0:  Topics covered on the Niger Delta are independent of newspapers. 

 H1:  Topics covered on Niger Delta are not independent of newspapers. 

2 H0:  Positioning of published items on Niger Delta is independent of        

newspapers. 

 H1:  Positioning of published items on Niger Delta is not independent of 

newspapers. 

3 H0:  Directional focus of published items on Niger Delta is independent of   

newspapers. 

 H1:  Directional focus of published items on Niger Delta is not independent 

of newspapers. 

4 H0:  Length of published items on Niger Delta is independent of 

newspapers. 

 H1:  Length of published items on Niger Delta is not independent of 

newspapers. 

5 H0:  Sources of published items on Niger Delta are independent of 

newspapers. 
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 H1:  Sources of published items on Niger Delta are not independent of 

newspapers.  

 

 

1.7 Significance of the Study 

Obikezie (1990:4) observes that the goals of research are “discovering new facts; 

identifying relationships among variables so as to enhance the understanding of our 

environment; verifying and rejecting old theories about relationships and predicting 

future relationships and events.  This study was an inquiry into the Nigerian 

newspapers‟ coverage of the Niger Delta. It is considered significant because it: 

1.  Fills the existing gap which results from a dearth of inquiries into audience 

role as co-producers of meanings of media messages on the Niger Delta. 

2.  Adds to the understanding of the discourses on the Niger Delta.  

3.  Assists government and other stakeholders who rely on media messages and 

the audience perception/interpretation, for policy formulation and modification. 

4.  Provokes further research into how the media could be more effectively used 

to promote development and discourage conflicts in the region.   

5.  Adds to the existing literature on media studies on the Niger Delta.   

 

 

1.8 Scope of the Study 

This study investigated Nigerian newspapers‟ coverage of the Niger Delta. 

Therefore, only the region‟s coverage by the newspapers was analysed. 

Newspapers analysed were categorized into two: those based in the southern part of 

Nigeria and those published in northern part of the country. The Guardian and 

Vanguard represented newspapers based in the south while Leadership and Daily 

Trust represented those based in the north. The study was also limited to the 

consideration of headlines, straight news, opinions, features editorials and pictures. 
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Advertisement, cartons, letters to the editor and other contents were excluded from 

the study in order not to make it unwieldy. 

 

As earlier mentioned the Niger Delta, for the purpose of the study, was delimited to 

the six South-South states of Edo, Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers, Akwa Ibom and Cross 

River. 

 

The study covered the period between January 2008 and December 2008. This 

period was chosen because of the remarkable economic developments which 

occurred in the Niger Delta during the period. Firstly, militancy which began in the 

region in the late 90s reached a very critical point in 2008 when the country‟s crude 

oil production averaged 1.9 million barrels per day, a far cry from her production 

capacity of 2.7 million barrels per day, resulting in huge losses in revenue.  

(Newswatch Magazine, December 29, 2009). Secondly, not less than 1000 lives 

were lost in the crisis while business collapsed in the region as thousands of people 

became jobless. The deployment of the Joint Military Task Force (JTF) to restore 

order and create conducive atmosphere for business in the region could not tame 

the militants, resulting in. some expatriate oil workers fleeing the region and some 

manufacturing companies leaving the country for other West African countries such 

as Ghana. (Newswatch Magazine Dec 29, 2009). 

 

Both the daily and weekend editions of the newspapers were considered since 

events in the region made interesting news items and editorials, no matter their days 

of occurrence.   

 

1.9   Definition of Terms 

The following are the operational definitions of some basic concepts in this study: 

Ethnicity: Ethnic bias embedded in newspaper reports on events, issues and 
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personalities in the Niger Delta.    

Regionalism: North-South dichotomy/leanings portrayed in Nigeria print media 

reports. 

Militancy: The taking up of arms by some groups of youths of the Niger Delta to 

protest perceived marginalization of the region by the Nigerian government. 

Militant Groups: The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), 

Niger Delta People Volunteer Force (NDPVF) and other faceless armed gangs 

operating in the Niger Delta. 

Coverage: Newspaper reports on events, issues or personalities. 

Portrayal: The act of describing or presenting somebody or something in a particular 

way, especially when this does not give complete or accurate impression of what 

they are like.      

Image:  A mental picture of somebody or something 

Content: Editorial items in a newspaper such as news stories, features and editorial. 

Stereotype: A fixed idea or image that many people have of the Niger Delta which 

may often not be true in reality. 

Myth: Something that many people believe of the Niger Delta region but that does 

not exist or is false. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

2.1  Introduction 

This chapter treats a review of the related literature as well as the theoretical 

framework guiding the study. The chapter is organized under five sub-headings: The 

Niger Delta in the Eyes of the Media; Ethnicity, Regionalism and the Nigerian Media; 

Language in the Media; Theoretical Framework and Summary of Literature Review. 

 

2.2 The Niger Delta in the Eyes of the Media 

The Niger Delta has certain peculiar characteristics.  First, a major part of the area 

remains underdeveloped. It lacks good road network, electricity, pipe borne water, 

good healthcare facilities, and limited access to education among other social 

infrastructures.  Underscoring this fact, NDDC (2000:1) states “the Niger Delta 

remains the least developed area of the country in physical, socio-economic terms”. 

Since conditions of rural communities apply and obtain in most part of the Niger 

Delta, media coverage of the area has largely been viewed broadly under media 

coverage of rural areas in Nigeria.  

 

There is consensus in the body of literatures that the rural areas in Nigeria, including 

the large part of the Niger Delta, do not get media attention or at best are under 

reported.  Adesina (2000:9) submits that Nigerian news media are typically 

concentrated in the urban centres where they cover legitimate institutions and 

cultivate powerful or influential officials as news sources.  He explains that 

“journalists do fail to regard local news as being as important as national or 

international news and, as a result, downplay local news”. According to him, the 

most frequent actors in the news are inevitable individuals who play a role in national 

activities.  He laments: 
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This is the average newspaper‟s attitude.  Yet we are all supposed to be 
Nigerians, equal before man and God… news journalists often forget that the 
little man in Odi (in Bayelsa State)… has a replica in Gembu or Biliri, hence if 
you ignore it you are ignoring most of Nigeria. 

 

This position goes further to capture the Niger Delta dilemma in the Nigerian media. 

Moemeke (1981:14) also shares this view and notes that many broadcast 

programmes, do not take the peculiar characteristics of people in the rural areas, 

thereby making them “merely listeners.” He adduces three reasons for this 

development, two of which are relevant here: 

First, the base of broadcasting is too far away from the majority of those 
listeners to offer sufficient motivation to be actively involved in the 
programmes… the second reason why the majority of listeners to the 
programmes remain passive is the separation of the providing personnel from 
the receiving end. 

 

 Moemeke (1981:34) stresses that “the impact of radio diminishes as one gets away 

farther from the cities into the rural areas, while the rural dwellers exist mainly as 

ear-dropping audience”. 

 

Writing later, Pate (2005:35) agrees with this position, noting that the coverage of 

issues and actions pertaining to the rural areas has been found to be low in most of 

the broadcast stations.  He suggests that newspapers and magazines have little or 

no space for rural news.  Pate shares Moemeke‟s reasons for this development.  

According to him three factors are responsible.  These are that all radio and 

television stations are urban based, commercialization of broadcasting service and 

centralization of broadcasting outlets. 

 

Boafo (1987) and Opubor (1985) cited in Udoakah (2004:129) all submit that rural 

news are underplayed in the Nigerian media.  According to Boafo, the press and 

broadcast media give more space and airtime to events concerning the political 
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leadership and social–economic news than information about events in the rural 

communities. Anyanwu (1992:58) argues that the development is not necessarily 

because of want to report in the rural areas but that:  

Journalists find it difficult, if not impossible, to penetrate most of these 
communities because of lack of motorable roads. Thus, accurate accounts of 
these vital developmental activities elude Nigerian journalists hence the print 
media tend to be predominantly urban-based. 

 

Adesina (2000:8) states that this urban-centric focus of news is not peculiar to 

Nigeria. J. K. Galbraith, cited in Adesina, points out that the phenomenon also 

obtains in the United States.  According to him, “nearly all of our political comments 

originate in Washington… the media thrive on news and somehow these news, 

originate only from Washington the seat of power”. 

 

There are also empirical evidences on the urban nature of news in Nigeria.  Dare 

(1973), cited in Adesina (2000:9) also states that “news reporting in Nigeria is urban-

centred, making people in the rural areas almost invisible and idle”. He examined 

305 stories transmitted by the New Agency of Nigeria (NAN) and discovered that 

only seven of them, were about events in the rural areas while the rest were about 

events occurring in Lagos, the nation‟s capital then, and in the other state capitals. 

The agency however, now maintains a district office in some states of the federation, 

in addition to the state offices, yet there is still disparity in the agency‟s coverage of 

the urban and rural areas. The volume of reportage is highly skewed in favour of the 

urban centres. Udoakah (2004:33) also did a content analysis of 391 programme 

items of the Akwa Ibom Broadcasting Corporation and Radio II for the first quarter of 

1997.  He observes that there is great disparity in the coverage of urban and rural 

areas by the two stations.  According to him “while the urban centres received 

greater attention from the two stations, the rural areas were abysmally 
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underreported”.  He attributes this to shortage of reporting staff, lack of accessible 

roads, telephone and other communication facilities to service the rural areas. 

 

Dare, cited earlier in Adesina (2000:9), adds that correspondents are deployed in 

state capitals only.  Thus other urban centres as well as rural areas do not attract 

coverage unless a government functionary carries out some official engagements 

there.  Adesina (2000:9) asserts that those areas most often get media attention 

when they witness communal conflicts and other vices. Nehu (1993:127) affirms this 

position.  He notes that:  

Nigerian journalists define news in such a way that rural dwellers would come 
into news only when they are involved in communal clashes, or are protesting 
the confiscation of their farm lands by government without adequate 
compensation. 

 

This depicts the Niger Delta experience in the Nigerian media.  News about the area 

most often gets prominence when the host communities are at war with oil 

companies over compensation arising from oil spillage, or when militants take 

expatriates hostage on account of failure by the multinational oil companies to 

honour Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) entered into with the communities or 

when militants clash with security operatives. Awoshakin (2003:1) also observes: 

the kind of coverage given to the crisis in the Niger Delta has been such that 
focuses mainly on the reporting of violence, particularly that act of violence 
perpetrated by angry members of the communities.  A lot of times, issues are 
covered in ways that bear little resemblance to the way people encounter 
them in every day life. 

 

Sambe (2005:185) also reasons along with Awoshakin. He notes: “full of vices are 

the manner, style and depth in which the media covered such crises as those of the 

Niger Delta, including the criminal destruction of Odi in Bayelsa State....” Bsina 

(2005) examines the influence of ownership in the newspaper coverage of the Niger 

Delta.  His findings show that Nigerian newspapers give prominence to negative 
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straight news about the Niger Delta.  He states however that newspapers owned by 

people from the Niger Delta publish more positive stories than those owned by non-

indigenes of the region, an indication that there are other considerations apart from 

professional ones in the coverage of the Niger Delta by the newspapers. Also, 

Obijiofor (2008) observes that the Nigerian press prioritizes the negative while 

reporting on the Niger Delta. Obijiofor cited in Ijeoma (2012:24) states:  

If there are no explosions, no shootings and killings in the Niger Delta crisis, 
the region would most certainly disappear from the radar of journalism. But 
the moment a school child is kidnapped in Port Harcourt or Warri or Yenogua, 
the media would encircle that city and cover the event until it loses currency or 
until another event breaks out in the region or elsewhere. 

 

Ijeomah (2012) examines the reporting of hostage taking in the Niger Delta, and the 

study reveals that framing of reports on conflict behavious in the region is influenced 

by ethno-political factors, foreign policy implications and height of drama of the 

situation. She notes that while the newspapers based in the southern part of the 

country adopt “support framing” in their reports promoting marginalization rhetorics of 

the region, those based in the northern part apply “distance framing” and portray the 

actions of the militia groups as lawless and a threat to the corporate existence of 

Nigeria.  

 

In his discourse on the emergence of the Boko Haram religious sect in Nigeria, 

Popoola (2012:43) finds out that the terroristic stance of the sect has posed some 

danger to press freedom in Nigeria. According to him, “the killing of journalists by the 

sect, has, however, intimidated the Nigerian journalists who now thread cautiously to 

avoid being eliminated by the sect”.  
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Yusha‟u‟s (2010) study on headlines in the Nigerian press coverage of the quelling of 

the Boko Haram religious crisis in northern Nigeria and Federal Government‟s Joint 

Task Force (JTF) attack on Niger Delta militant camps in 2009, asserts that the 

press has ethnic undertones in its reportage of the two events. Chiluwa (2010) 

examines the Nigeria press representation of the Niger Delta militia groups and their 

activities. The study reveals that the negative representations of the ethnic militia are 

an ideological strategy used to shift attention from the real issues of ethnic 

marginalization and exploitation of the Niger Delta. The ideological nature of the 

labels of the the ethnic militia is that they express value judgments, especially of the 

government and of attitudes towards the Niger Delta situation that the public is (often 

indirectly) expected to exhibit. He asserts that the ideological strategy mainly 

employed by the Nigerian government and the media consists of constructing the 

oppressed as the oppressors. Chiluwa (2010:70) futher observes  

In our case, this is done by applying strongly denotative and connotative 
labels to the militia groups, thereby sorting them into certain rigid social 
categories that determine how the oppressor members of society understand 
and judge the oppressed members' actions. 

 

 In a similar study, Chiluwa (2011) investigates the media manipulation of public 

opinion and people‟s perception of the roles of the Joint Military Task Force in the 

Niger Delta crisis. He finds out that the Nigerian press is sympathetic wih the 

activities of the JMTF in spite of obvious condemnable killings of the insurgents and 

attacks on civilians. He notes that by constantly reporting the insurgency as mere 

activities of some hapless kidnappers and abductors, the brutal actions of the JMTF 

was justified and viewed as imperative and necessary.  

 



 23 

Isola & Akintayo (2012) examine the pattern of media representation of armed and 

terrorist groups in Nigeria and notes that the geo-political divides and ethno-religious 

structure of the country have large influence on media representation of terrorist 

groups. The study reveals also that the media have been instrumental to the 

popularization of armed insurgent groups in Nigeria. Ishola & Akintayo (2012:2) 

states: 

The armed groups rely heavily on the media to report their violent activities 
and often bask in the attention brought on them in national security discourse 
which are sustained by the reporting and analysis of their activities by the 
media. Some of the groups have established channels with the media to 
announce their violent operations before and after they strike or to pass on 
threats to targets of terrorism through the same channels. 

 
The study asserts that the media take delight in covering the aftermath of such 

operations and the reportage has resulted in some level of audience fixation to the 

media, as the only platform for obtaining information about the activities of the armed 

groups. 

 

2.3 Ethnicity, Regionalism and the Nigerian Media 

It is common for individuals and groups in different societies to have a way of 

defining themselves through the creation of identities that make them different from 

other members of the society. Parekh (2008:9) categorizes such identities into three 

different groups - personal identity, social identity and overall identity. According to 

him, the personal identity refers to those attributes with which an individual 

distinguishes himself/herself from others, including his/her biological features and 

his/her sense of self consciousness. The social identity refers to those attributes with 

which members of a group define themselves in terms of belonging to a religious, 

ethnic or cultural group. The overall identity refers to a combination of the attributes 

of other identities used as a means of self differentiation.  
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Over the years, the Nigerian people have remained conscious of an attribute of their 

social identity - ethnicity. Yusha‟u (2010:7) asserts that ethnicity has further been 

promoted by the colonial and post colonial arrangements of the country. According to 

him, “access to state resources and even individual achievements are related to 

one‟s social group, ethnic and regional affiliations”.  

 

Nnoli (1978) cited in Ukiwo (2005:8-9) describes ethnicity as a social phenomenon 

associated with interactions among members of different ethnic groups. Ethnic 

groups from his perspective are social formations distinguished by the communal 

nature of their boundaries and such groups may be distinct in terms of language, 

culture or both. He asserts that such a group feels ethnocentric, that is, it sees other 

groups as inferior or more or less rivals. This feeling brings about certain attitude 

which distorts reality and breeds subjectivity in the evaluation and perception of 

events. He goes further to point out that ethnicity often contains an obscure class 

component. In this case, it becomes a tool for the elite members of the society to 

hold on to their privileges. 

 

Osaghae (1995:11) defines ethnicity as the employment of the mobilization of ethnic 

identity and difference to gain advantage in situations of competition, conflict or 

cooperation. Commenting on this definition, Ukiwo (2005:9) identifies two issues 

which he says are central to the discussions on ethnicity. According to him, the first 

issue highlighted in the definition is that ethnicity is neither natural nor accidental but 

is the product of a conscious effort by social actors. The second is that ethnicity is 

not manifest only in conflictive or competitive relations but also in the context of 

cooperation.  
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Yusha‟u (2010:7) notes that formation of political parties from independence till date, 

appointments into the federal civil service and distribution of resources reflect 

ethnicity. Between 1999 when the country returned to democracy after 33 years of 

military rule, the elite, especially in the ruling Peoples Democratic Party (PDP) for 

instance, has maintained a zoning arrangement for the presidency between the 

North and the South. Under this North-South regional arrangement, a candidate 

chosen by a particular divide to represent the party in a general election carries the 

party‟s flag no matter the level of deficiency of such a candidate.  

 

Osaghae and Suberu (2005) quoted in Yusha‟u (2010:7) summarize ethnic identities 

in Nigeria into two broad categories of majority and minority groups. According to 

them, the origin of this categorization stemmed more from the power configurations 

of the former colonial regions in which the large groups, Hausa-Fulani in the North, 

Igbo in the South-East and Yoruba in the South-West, held sway. They note that 

prior to the creation of these regions, there were no major or minor groups in the 

country. Nnoli (1978) cited in Kalu (2004:15) states: “ethnicity is the fundamental 

basis for identity and political cleavages in Nigeria”. 

 

Ake (1993) cited Yusha‟u (2010: 8) expresses little wonder why prior to Nigeria‟s 

independence in 1960, the leading political figures of the time, Alhaji Amadu Bello, 

Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe and Chief Obafemi Awolowo, preferred regional politics in order 

to become the premiers of their respective regions. The elite therefore used ethnicity 

as a tool for the maintenance of their class and the privileges associated with the 

acquisition of government office. Anugwom (2000:67) asserts that the main political 

parties in the First Republic, the National Council for Nigerian Citizens (NCNC), 

Northern Peoples Congress (NPC) and Action Group (AG) were all formed in line 

with ethnic and regional affiliations. 
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The situation remained the same even in the Second Republic. The leading political 

parties then, the National Party of Nigeria (NPN), Unity Party of Nigeria (UPN), 

Peoples Redemption Party (PRP), Nigeria People‟s Party (NPP), and Great Nigeria 

People‟s Party (GNPP), all had their main support in the regions of origin of their 

political leaders. The possible exception in this trend was the case of the NPN which 

won elections in other parts of the country. Even then, NPN was more of an offshoot 

of NPC, the dominant party in the north during the First Republic.  

 

The two political parties that existed during the Third Republic - National Republican 

Convention (NRC) and Social Democratic Party (SDP) - were created by the then 

military government. The prevailing situation forced all the politicians to be crammed 

into the two political parties. However, the Third Republic was aborted following the 

annulment of the June 12, 1993 presidential election.  

 

Describing the scenario in the Nigerian politics, Diamond (1983:458) states: 

No nation has come more graphically to symbolize the political explosiveness 
and human tragedy of competitive ethnic mobilization than Nigeria in its first 
decade of independence… the demographic distribution of ethnic groups into a 
“centralized” structure meant that competition tended to centre around the three 
major groups, the Hausa-Fulani, Igbo and Yoruba, which together comprise 
some two-thirds of the population.  

 
It is essential to note that some of the key political players in the First Republic such 

as Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe and Chief Obafemi Awolowo were newspaper publishers. This 

according to Agbaje (1993:459) “meant that the press had become inextricably 

linked with the emerging pattern of political rivalries often couched in geo-ethnic 

terms”. Describing the trend, Jibo and Okoosi-Simbine (2003:183) state: 

when a national issue enters the public domain for debate, the Nigerian media 
often, though not all the time, take the North-versus-South position on it… the 
North-South divide in the Nigerian politics is so deep that public policy refers 
to it, and mass media outfits skew their reports and analyses to accommodate 
the interests of their adherents. 
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Examples abound where the Nigerian media took ethno-regional stands. One good 

example is in 1953 during the debate over Nigeria‟s independence. The northern 

part of the country objected to the country‟s independence on the basis that it did not 

have enough manpower and skills to compete with the more educationally 

advantaged southern Nigeria. Another issue that further reveals the ethno-regional 

role of the Nigerian press is the debate before independence, on the position of 

Lagos as the capital of Nigeria. Two leading newspapers then - The West African 

Pilot published by Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe and Daily Service supporting Ernest Ikoli and 

Chief Obafemi Awolowo - had different views on the matter and engaged each other 

in the debate. The Pilot served as the mouthpiece of the National Council of Nigeria 

and Cameroun (NCNC), Dr Azikiwe‟s party while Daily Service was the mouthpiece 

of the Action Group (AG), formed by Chief Awolowo. The West African Pilot wrote 

editorials and news stories demanding that every part of Nigeria should have a share 

in the capital while Daily Service through its own reports and editorials, wanted 

Lagos to be part of the Western Region. According to Daily Service, “to submit to the 

severance of Lagos from the West would amount to economic and fiscal suicide on 

the part of the people and government of the Western Region”.  

 

The paper therefore criticized the then colonial secretary, Mr Lyttleton for favouring 

the idea of making Lagos an independent entity. Adebanwi (2004:82) noted that 

Daily Service further argued that Lagos was an indisputable Yoruba city owned by 

the West, and should remain a lone star. It further accused Mr Lyttleton that in 

arriving at his decision, he disregarded all the historical facts and constitutional 

precedents.  

 

The West African Pilot disagreed with the Daily Service. According to Adebanwi, the 

paper stated in its September 10, 1953 editorial that: 
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Lagos has a special position in the mind of every Nigerian, because the Binis 
consider it as part of their ancient empire and people from the Northern 
Region consider Lagos as a place developed using their resources, 
particularly groundnut and cotton, commodities that were booming then in the 
international market. For the people from the Eastern Region, Lagos was not 
built only with their revenue but with their blood, while the attachment of the 
Yoruba to Lagos stems from historical and geographical ties, and therefore 
Lagos is considered a home for the entire sections of the country. 

 

During the military government of General Yakubu Gowon, a scandal known as 

“Dabo-Tarka affair” broke out. The press, especially Daily Times based in the South, 

and New Nigerian published in the North took regional stands. Olukoju (2004) and 

Jibo & Okoosi-Simbine (2003) cited in Yusha‟u (2010:9) assert that at the beginning 

of the Forth Republic in 1999, the then Speaker of the House of Representative, 

Alhaji Ibrahim Salisu Buhari was accused of falsifying his age records and claiming 

to have attended University of Toronto in Canada. Investigations by The News, a 

southern magazine, confirmed that he neither attended University of Toronto nor was 

he honest about his age records. The entire southern press followed the issue 

aggressively, forcing Salusi to resign. Another scandal followed the Toronto 

University saga, involving Chief Bola Tinubu, the then governor of Lagos State who 

was accused of falsely claiming to have attended University of Chicago in the United 

States. Investigations by Today newspaper revealed that he did not attend the 

institution, yet the Nigerian print media, predominantly located in the South remained 

silent and Tinubu continued to serve for two terms.   

 

Comments by two prominent Nigerians on the two incidents help to buttress Olukoju 

and Jibo & Okoosi-Simbine‟s assertion. Waziri Adio, an editor in ThisDay newspaper 

then, cited in Olukoju (2004:83) had this to say: 

Buhari (the former Speaker) is from the North. That section of the country has 
always claimed that the press has a sectional agenda. It is now turning out 
that the region of origin decided Buhari‟s fate. Tinubu, however, comes from 
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the haven of the “Ngbati press”. Some of us have fooled ourselves that this is 
a fair independent press. Now we know better. Apart from justifying the 
paranoia of a section of the country, the South-West press has cast to the 
wind whatever moral stature it gained on the Buhari saga. Unfortunately, The 
News magazine which exposed Buhari as a crook that he is, was in the lead 
of this reversal.  

 
The second remark came from Senator Bala Adamu, the then Chairman of the 

Senate Committee on Special Duties. Adamu‟s comment in Olukoju (2004:84) runs 

thus: 

It is very clear from what has happened in the past few months, beginning 
from the Bola Tinubu saga to the current attempts from the outside to unseat 
the Senate President that the media, except for a few ones, has clearly shown 
that it is biased, sectional and tribalistic and it has been disappointing. Had 
Senator Okadigbo been a Yoruba man, the bashing, negative publicity and 
campaign of calumny that had been mounted assiduously against him, would 
not have taken place.  

 

Senator Adamu was referring to the impeachment of the then Senate President, Dr 

Chuba Okadigbo, who was removed from his position partly due to the negative 

campaign of the press. His case reveals one of the complexities of the Nigerian 

press when it comes to ethno-regional issues. Dr Okadigbo an Igbo, was from the 

South-East, unlike Tinubu who is a Yoruba from the South-West, the region with the 

highest concentration of the media. So, the then Senate President could not enjoy 

the shield of the Nigerian press. 

 

Yusha‟u (2009:115) calls these regional, ethnic, sectional and religious 

considerations in the practice of journalism in the country “regional parallelism”. 

According to him, “regional parallelism‟ is rooted in the historical, political and 

economic realities of a given country and Nigerian newspapers exhibited signs of 

ethnicity and “regional parallelism” in framing the stories on the conflicts. Yusha‟u 

(2010:18) puts it this way “the representation of the stories has confirmed the 
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categorization of Nigerian newspapers by Nigerians under ‟Lagos-Ibadan‟ axis and 

‟Kaduna-Abuja‟ axis”. 

 

Summarizing the scenario, Oyoivbaire (2001:32) succinctly depicts the character of 

the Nigerian press: 

The South-West of the country is the materialist location of the Nigerian media 
which coincides with the Yoruba nationality, early evangelization of 
Christianity, propagation of western education and establishment of the seat 
of colonial and post-colonial governments together with the large and 
flourishing market forces and patronage which aided the locational stimuli of 
the media. The readership audience for marketing its role, mandate and 
products was the South-West and this historical location continued to provide 
the arrowhead for opinion formation, legitimization of media contents, 
agitation and agenda setting.        

 

2.4 Language in the Media 

Repeatedly, media case studies have documented the creation, manufacture, 

invention or mediation of a reality portrayed in the news. Altheide (1976), Epstein 

(1974), Fishman, (1980), Nimmo & Combs (1985) and Tuchman, (1978) all 

elaborated on how the media create “reality”. Shoemaker‟s (1987, 1996) synthetic 

explanation of the production of news content captures the central theme of the 

findings of other studies on news, which is that: news is a human construction that 

gains its characteristics through the social world from which it emerges.   

 

Advancing further the argument, Fowler (1991:4), states that news is a 

representation of the world in languages.  He asserts that because language is a 

semiotic code, it imposes a structure of values - which are social and economic in 

origin – on whatever it represents.  So inevitable, news, like every discourse, 

constructively patterns that which it speaks.  He further adds that the “standard 

position” of current students of the media is that news is a construct which is to be 

understood in social and semiotic terms, and everyone acknowledges the 
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importance of language in this process of construction.  For this reason, he states 

categorically that the “content of newspapers is not facts about the world, but in a 

very general sense, ideology and in the construction of ideas in the press, language 

is not neutral, but a highly constructed mediator”. Olowe (1993) cited in Taiwo 

(2005:223) identifies the various linguistic devices used by newspapers such as 

thematization, passivization and nominalization, in projecting their ideological view 

points.  He states:  

The editor and his reporters on the one hand and their audience constitute an 
ideological empire. The newspaper subjects all newsworthy events that 
constantly come up in social life to rigorous linguistic manipulations to make 
them suit the ideological expectation of the audience.  

 
Taiwo (2005:244) notes that beyond the generally observed rhetorical and 

graphological devices employed in newspaper headlines, there are also hidden 

ideological meanings behind those written words. 

 

Chiluwa (2010:41) states that the choice of one word over other available (sets of) 

options is always significant, especially because of the power of words to shape 

perceptions.  According to Hodge and Kress (1993) cited in Chiluwa (2010:41), 

choices made in specific contexts may help us understand how social forces 

influence the text. Fairclough (1995) cited in Chiluwa (2010:42) argues that formal 

choices constitute choices of meaning, which reveal how media language for 

example, works ideologically.  

 

The ideological work of the media language affects the way individuals‟ or groups‟ 

identities and relations are represented. Particular construction of social identities 

would particularly define how their actions are to be judged or evaluated. The usual 

direct way of expressing ideology in discourse is the recognition that ideologies 

organise specific group attitudes; these attitudes are used in forming personal 
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opinions about individuals or groups, their identities and relations, and such personal 

opinions may be finally expressed in texts or discourse (van Dijk, 2005:24). 

Ideologies are not limited to the representation and legitimisation of class 

domination; dominated groups also require a form of ideology as a basis for 

resistance (van Dijk, 2005:24). The main social function of ideologies therefore is 

“the coordination of the social practices of group members for effective realisation of 

the goals of a social group and the protection of their interest” (Van Dijk, 2005:24). 

Very often, “many group ideologies involve the representation of 'self' and 'others', 

'us' and 'them', leading to idealised polarisations – We are good and They are Bad – 

especially when conflicting interests are involved” (van Dijk, 2005:25).  

 

Representation or meaning associated with certain people can link them with 

particular patterns of behaviour and attitudes e.g. violence, robbery, prostitution, 

militancy and so on. For example Baker and McEnery (2005) and Baker (2006) show 

that refugees and asylum seekers in UK papers are generally constructed as a 

natural disaster, problematic, nuisances and criminals. It is quite easy therefore to 

discern racism, intolerance and prejudice in discourse whether of the press, politics  

or religion. Hence, lexical items are often generally selected to reflect these opinions 

or express value judgments; e.g. 'militant', 'terrorist', 'miscreant' vs. 'freedom fighter' 

(Chiluwa, 2011:199). Journalists are able to influence their readers by producing 

their own discourses or helping to reshape existing ones. Such discourses or points 

of view are often shaped by citing the opinions of those in power. However, each 

newspaper/magazine generally has a political stance, which, over time, it may alter 

on various subjects (Baker, 2006). Language users or journalists do not just make 

linguistics choices based on the merits of individual words, but rather on relatively 

stable combinations of words hence, Matheson (2005:22) argues that lexical 
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analysis is 'strongest when it finds something more than choices between words but 

consistent patterns which suggest preoccupations within the particular discursive 

context, and which therefore add up to a representation of the world for a culture or 

for a group which holds status within a culture.  

 

Galtung & Ruge (1973) formulated a list of critical factors widely accepted in the 

analysis of the concept of news values referred to as F1 – F2 (frequency, cultural 

proximity, relevance, meaningfulness, consonance etc). Fowler (1991:17) argues 

that underlying Galtung & Ruge‟s (1973) news values concept are the basic 

elements of stereotypes. According to him, a stereotype is a socially-constructed 

mental pigeon-hole into which events and individuals can be sorted, thereby making 

such invents and individuals comprehensive. He states: 

Values are to be regarded as inter-subjective mental categories.  In 
determining the significance of events, newspapers and their readers make 
reference explicit or more usually implicit to what are variously called in 
cognitive psychology and in semantics as “frames,” “paradigms” “stereotypes” 
and “general proposition.  

 
 

According to him, the principle, in loose terms, means that people work with tacit 

mental categories for the sorting of experience. 

 

Following Fowler‟s argument, it becomes clear that the formation of news events and 

news values is, in fact, a reciprocal dialectical process in which stereotypes are the 

currency of negotiation.  The occurrence of a striking event reinforces stereotype, 

and reciprocally, the firmer the stereotype the more likely are relevant events to 

become news.  Omenugha (2004:169) asserts that the dominant image of the 

Nigerian woman portrayed in the news is based on stereotypes.  Lule (1995:382-

386) demonstrates that press portrayal of Mike Tyson as the animal savage and 

helpless victim during his 1991 trial actually drew from and added to the powerful 



 34 

symbolic types through which the press portrayed people of colour (African 

American). 

 

Just as stereotypes are used in news reports so also are myths.  Drummond (1984) 

defines myth as primarily a metaphorical device for telling people about themselves, 

about other people and about the complex world of natural and mechanical objects 

which they inherit.  Frye (1957) says that myth reassures by telling tales that explain 

baffling or frightening phenomena and provides acceptable answer. Myth does not 

necessarily reflect an objective reality but builds a world of its own.  

 

2.5  Theoretical Framework 

The Constructionist Theory 

This study is situated within the constructionist theory of representational 

communications, in view of its nature and focus. Alvarado & Robin (1987) cited in 

Okoro (2010:35) notes that the constructionist theory as an exploratory/analytical 

tool of inquiry has its root in studies on representations, although as a theory, it was 

articulated by Tuchman in1978. Tuchman (1978:3) states that news is not a report 

on a factual world, but a depletable consumer product that must be made fresh daily. 

In other words, media content is a reality constructed or reconstructed, not reflected.  

This implies that news is not a gathering of facts that already exist but that facts are 

defined organizationally - facts are “pertinent” information gathered by professionally 

validated method, specifying the relationship between what is known and how it is 

known. Constructionism implies that reality in any given media text is created or 

constructed with the use of codes chosen to convey a particular meaning of 

information. According to Okoro (2010:35) constructionist theory looks at media 

products as social constructs which draw their strengths from the representative 

capacity of the media.  
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The constructionist theory became prominent in scholarly discourses, following 

publication of the book, The Social Construction of Reality by two sociologists, Peter 

L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann in 1966. Since then it has been widely applied in 

socio-cultural studies. Berger and Luckmann‟s thesis explains how cultures use 

signs and symbols to construct and maintain a uniform reality.  They argue that 

people who share a culture also share “an on-going correspondence” of meaning.  In 

other words, things generally mean the same to all individuals in a particular culture.  

A stop sign or a danger sign, for instance, has just about the same meaning for 

everyone.  Berger and Luckmann call all these things that have “objective” meaning 

“symbols,” implying that people routinely interpret things in the usual way.  But there 

are other things in the environment to which we assign “subjective” meaning.  The 

sociologists call these things signs. 

 

As a theory, constructionism has been distinguished from constructivism. While 

social constructionism has to do with the analysis of phenomena which are related to 

social contexts, social constructivism is concerned with an individual‟s meaning-

making of knowledge in a social context (Okoro 2010:42). According to him, the 

constructionist theory has had a remarkable impact on not just „the emergence of 

sociology of science” but also “the growing field of science and technology studies.  

 

Social constructionism cannot be separated from the concept of representation and 

to fully understand the former, it is pertinent to have an insight into the later. 

Representation refers to the construction in any medium (especially the mass media) 

of aspects of reality such as people, places, objects, events, cultural identities and 

other abstract concepts. Such representations may be in speech or writing as well as 

still or moving pictures. According to Hall (1997:336), representation is simply the 
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way or process in which phenomena are constructed. Omenugha (2005:107) states 

“representation (in simple terms) could mean using language to say something 

meaningful about the world to the other people, describing something to make it 

resonate with others or perhaps simply to symbolise”. Galadima (2001) cited in 

Omenugh (2005:107) observes that representation refers to the way and manner in 

which different groups are presented in the media.  

 

Representation imposes an imagery unity or coherence on the elements being 

represented. Hall (1997:337) states that this involves the reconstitution of “individual 

person-subjects into the various ideological totalities - the “community”, the “nation”, 

“public opinion”, the “consensus”, the “general interest”, the “popular will”, “society” 

and “consumers” . Such representations seek to win and secure legitimacy for what 

is being represented. According to Mitchell (1994) cited in Okoro (2010:40) 

representation (in memory, in verbal descriptions, in images) not only mediates our 

knowledge (of slavery and many other things), but obstructs fragments and negates 

that knowledge. He further stresses the need to shift from the perspective of viewing 

representation as merely objects representing, towards focusing on the relationships 

and processes through which representations are produced, valued, viewed and 

exchanged. Representation connotes the process and products involved in the 

construction of reality.  

 

In the production process of reality, representation also involves reception and 

interpretation of the reality by people whose identities are also differentially marked 

in relation to given demographic factors such as age, gender, class and ethnicity 

(Alvarado & Robin, 1987). The audience is often involved in negotiation and re-

negotiation of media messages (De Certeau, 1988; Hall 1999b).  Louw (2001) cited 
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in Omenugha (2011:31) notes that part of the reason is that the audiences are co-

producers of meanings. Often when audiences construct meanings from media 

messages, they are said to be involved in the act of “reading”. But Kitzinger (1999) 

cited in Omenugha (2011:32) advises that this term needs to be unpacked. She 

suggests that we should look beyond the commonly conceived notion of reading as 

interpretation to include reactions. According to her, audience may frequently share 

a common interpretation of media message while differing in their reactions. Most 

times, people do not “read‟ a report differently, some simply refuse to believe the fact 

conveyed, or blatantly disagree with the media interpretation.   

 

The following diagram clearly illustrates Alvarado‟s view on reception and 

interpretation of reality by people: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Home Admin Lectures retrieved from the internet on June 5, 2008. 
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Generally, representations like class, ethnicity, racism, bias, stereotype and even 

pride and prejudice are “sold” to the target audience with little or no suspicion and 

this brings to the fore, the issue of reality and construtionism. In the controversy over 

reality and constructionism, the constructionists are of the view that objectivism 

fizzles out as a result of systems of representations which dress up issues and 

ideologies in a “modified” structure/meaning that does not necessarily mirror the real 

world. According to Alvarado & Robin (1987), Diawara (1988), Dyer (1993) and Hall 

(2000), constructionism has been found to overtake reality. Their findings have given 

rise to the following assertions about representation: 

 Reality is always represented – what we treat as direct experience is 

“mediated” by perceptual codes. Representation always involves “the 

construction of reality”. 

 All texts, however realistic they may seem to be, are constructed 

representations rather than simply transparent „reflections‟, recordings, 

transcriptions or reproductions of pre-existing realities. 

 Representations which become familiar through constant re-use come to feel 

„natural” and unmediated. 

 Representations require interpretation; we make modality judgments about 

them. 

 Representation is unavoidably selective, foregrounding some things and 

backgrounding others. 

 Realists focus on the “correspondence” of representations to “objective” 

reality (in terms of “truth, „accuracy” and „distortions”), whereas 

constructionists focus on whose realities are being represented and whose 

are being denied. 
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 Both structuralists and poststructuralist theories lead to „reality” and „truth” 

being regarded as the products of particular systems of representations - 

every representation is motivated and historically contingent. 

 

The assertions bring to the fore, the adequacy of representativeness of what or who 

is being represented, and adequacy of representativeness becomes critical in media 

representation. 

 

2.6 Media Representation 

In her study, Dyer (1993) identifies three major charecteristics of media 

representation: 

 Representation is selective: individuals in the media are often used to replace 

a group of people. One member of this group then represents the whole social 

group. 

 Representation is culture-specific: representations are presentations. The use 

of codes and conventions available in the culture shapes and restricts “what 

can be said… about any aspect of reality in a given place, in a given society 

at a given time.” 

 Representation is subject to interpretations: although visual codes are 

restricted by cultural conventions, they “do not have single determinate 

meanings. To a certain degree, their meaning is a matter of interpretation.”  

 

Okoro (2010:40) posits that representation, unlike real life, adheres to the rule of the 

market which is controlled by a particular group of people. Croteau and Hoynes 

(2001) cited in Okoro (2010:41) remark that in order to “sell‟, representation must 

adapt to the market amorality principle of marketizing what is acceptable, 
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irrespective of its political correctness. In other words, representation draws from the 

prevailing socio-cultural ideologies of a particular group of people.  Representation is 

closely related to ideological framing, a constructionist technique used in 

merchandizing media products and “positioning” the products as “the truth, the whole 

truth and nothing but the truth.” In the same vein, “news” is seen as the “news of the 

day” while “all the news” becomes all that is available despite the fact that there are 

millions of events out there that could make the news. The falsity of regarding the 

news as the „truth‟ has become the accepted “professional format” of presenting 

news which in itself of course, is a “constructed reality”.   

 

Chiluwa (2011:197) states that representation in the media, presupposes that media 

texts constitute points of views and value judgments about social events, situations 

and relationships. Hence, representation comprises versions of social reality that 

mirror the position and purpose of the people that produce them; this is usually 

reflected in the choices that are made about what is foregrounded or left in the 

background, included or excluded, made explicit or left implicit in the text 

(Fairclough, 1995a, Van Dijk, 1991). According to Fairclough, analysis of 

representation would account for structures of propositions and how these reflect 

ideology and relations of power. The writer„s choice of one word over other available 

sets of options is always significant especially because of its power to shape 

perceptions. According to Hodge and Kress (1993) quoted in Chiluwa (2011:197) 

choices made in specific contexts could be a good guide to how social forces can 

influence. 

 

The dominant qualities of “appearance” and “presence” of the constructionist theory 

make its relationship with representation quite inseparable. The inseparability of the 
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two becomes clearer when we consider Baldonado‟s (1996:2) examination of the 

ideological significance of representation, especially in the context of power 

inequalities and the subordination of the subaltern (lowly ranked). He elaborates 

further on the various forms of representation thus: 

Representations… come in various forms; films, television, photographs, 
paintings, advertisements and other forms of popular culture. Written 
materials… academic texts, novels and other literature, journalistic pieces… 
are also important forms of representation. These representations, to different 
degrees, are thought to be somewhat realistic, or to go back to definitions, 
they are thought to be clear or state “a fact”. Yet how can simulations or 
“impressions on the sight” be completely true?.  

 

Baldonado, like other scholars, questions the “reality” of representations. This doubt 

is cast more succinctly by Edward Said cited in Baldonado (1996:4) in his study of 

the textual representations of the Orient or Orientalism. Said notes: 

In any instance of at least written language, there is no such thing as 
delivered presence, but a re-presence, or a representation. The value, 
efficacy, strength, apparent veracity of a written statement about the Orient 
therefore relies very little, and cannot instrumentally depend on the orient as 
such. On the contrary, the written statement is a presence to the reader by a 
virtue of its having excluded, displaced and made supererogatory any such 
real thing as the Orient. 

 
The foregoing reasoning clearly shows that representations cannot actually be the 

real depiction of the Orient. Instead, as Baldonado (1996:5) puts it, “they are 

constructed images… that need to be interrogated for their ideological content”. In 

this respect, Shohat (1989:48) advises that representations should be constantly 

questioned. According to h er, “each filmic or academic utterance must be analysed 

not only in terms of who represents but also in terms of who is being represented, for 

what purpose, at which historical moment, at which location, using which strategies 

and in what tone of address.  

 

Stressing further the need for constant interrogation of representations Baldonado 

(1996:6) continues: 
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It cannot be ignored that representations affect the ways in which actual 
individuals are perceived. Although, many may see representations as 
harmless likeness, they do have a real effect on the world. They are meant to 
relay a message and as the definition shows, influence opinion and action. 
We must ask what ideological work these representations accomplish. 
Representations or the images or ideas formed in the mind have vast 
implications for real people in real context.  

 
 

She posits that what is now referred to as “the burden of representation” arise from 

the issues of the “marginalized group” and the “minority representations”. Because 

the “marginalized groups” do not have “power over representation”, the mass media 

tend to take their representations as “allegorical‟ which implies that since the 

representations of the marginalized are few, the few available are thought to be 

representative of all marginalized peoples. Thus, trapped in the “hermeneutics of 

domination and overcharged with allegorical significance”, the minority groups, who 

constitute the “subalterns” of this world, are denied adequate representation. It is in a 

bid to reverse this trend that Spivak (1985) cited in Baldonado (1996:8) recommends 

what she calls “persistent critique” to prevent constructing the “other” simply as an 

object of knowledge, leaving out the real “others” because of the ones who are 

getting access into public places due to the waves of benevolence and so on.  

 

As available literature shows however, attempts to move the marginalized group into 

the public sphere have not, in significant ways, altered “the structural or institutional 

barriers that prevent equal participation for all the representation” (Baldonado, 1996). 

So, according to Spivak (1985:26) the issue at stake is how to get the subaltern into 

the public space in the face of “the lines laid down by the official institutional 

structures of representation”. The big question, therefore, is to challenge the status 

quo representations, their hegemonic force and the ideological work they do.    
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Representation has played a key role in the understanding of literature, semiotics 

and aesthetics .from time immemorial. According to Childers (1995) quoted in Okoro 

(2010:43) ancient literary theorists such as Aristotle and Plato regarded literature as 

a major form of representation. According to Hall (1997:225) Aristotle posits that 

mimesis is “natural to man” and representations are necessary for human existence 

while Plato who was more cautious with representations believed that they create 

“world of illusion” leading one away from the real things. Mitchell (1990) cited in 

Okoro (2010:43) asserts that Plato was of the view that representation, like 

contemporary media, intervenes between a person and “real thing” and therefore 

ought to be “controlled and monitored” in view of its capacity to foster anti-social 

emotions or to encourage the imitation of evil. 

 

Okoro (2010:43) states that these early views on representation notwithstanding, 

however, one understands reality through reality representations via discourses, 

images, texts, signs and so on, and that there is no such thing as unmediated 

access to reality. For the fact that representation is the way and manner in which 

phenomena are constructed and interpreted, culture as a people‟s way of life 

constitutes a key factor for consideration in the way such phenomena are 

constructed as well as interpreted.  

 

According to Dilworth (2004:30) representations in any society, more than any other 

interpretations or considerations, become visual prostheses, just like eyeglasses or 

binoculars through which one is able to see the actual object. Such ideologies (Ives, 

2004:12) or prostheses (Dilworth, 2004:28) form structural impediments to meaning-

making. In this wise, representations of reality become presentations of reality which 

are culture-bound.  
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According to Alvarado & Robin (1987:59) the key questions arising from this 

“constructed reality” are: what is being represented? How is it being represented, 

and with what codes and genre? How is the representation made to seem “true” or 

“real”? What is foregrounded and what is backgrounded in representation? Whose 

representation is it and whose interest does it serve? At whom is this representation 

targeted? What does the representation symbolize and signify? 

 

Dellinger (1995) points out that since media representations of social groups such as 

children, adolescents, youth, men, women, elderly and son usually categorize the 

different groups on the basis of stereotypical generalizations and perceived social 

reality, it logically follows that the meaning of reality largely depends on the way a 

given society defines it.  

 

As a theoretical base for analysis, the key focus of the constructionist theory is to 

discover the modalities of participation by both individuals and groups in the 

manufacture of their perceived social reality. This involves the examination of the 

ways social phenomena are created, institutionalized and made into traditions by 

humans. In this vein, socially constructed reality is viewed as on-going and dynamic 

process whereby reality is created and reproduced by people, following their 

knowledge of such reality and its interpretations.  

 

From the foregoing, it is evident that the constructionist theory appropriately provides 

the theoretical framework for this study. The relevance of the theory to the study 

therefore stems from the fact that, as Hodge & Kress (1993) quoted in Chiluwa 

(2010:42) posit, media representation is not a matter of “truth” or “reality” but has to 

do with the way the particular text or material is meshed into the ideological/cultural 

system of the presenter. The strength of the theory lies in its ability to identify and 
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highlight the stereotypical codes of particular representation as well as analysing 

causal agents of the dominant representations.   

 

2.7  Summary of Literature Review 

The literature review discussed media portrayals of the Niger Delta, ethnicity and 

regionalism in the Nigerian media, language in the media and theoretical framework. 

 

NDDC (2000:1) observes that the Niger Delta remains the least developed area of 

the country in physical socio-economic terms. Inview of these media coverage of the 

area has largely been viewed under media coverage of rural areas in Nigeria. 

 

There is a body of literature such as Adesina (2000:9), Moemeka (1981:14), Pate 

(2005:35), Boafo (1987) and Opubor (1985) cited in Udoakah (2004: 127) to the 

effect that the region does not get adequate media attention. Awoshakin (2003:1) 

Sambe (2005:185) and Obijiofor (2008) quoted in Ijeomah (2012:24) agree that at 

best, the Niger Delta gets skewed coverage that focuses on violence.  

 

Literature has actually proved that the Nigerian media toe ethnic and regional line in 

their coverage of issues and events in the country.   Osaghae (1995:11) defines 

ethnicity as the employment of the mobilization of ethnic identity and difference to 

gain advantage in situations of competition, conflict or cooperation. Nnoli cited in 

Ukiwo (2005:8) states that ethnic feelings bring about certain attitude which distorts 

reality and breeds subjectivity in the evaluation of perception. He states further that 

ethnicity is the fundamental basis for identity and political cleavages in Nigeria. 

 

Ake (1993) cited Yusha‟u (2010: 8) expresses little wonder why prior to Nigeria‟s 

independence in 1960, the leading political figures of the time, Alhaji Amadu Bello, 

Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe and Chief Obafemi Awolowo, preferred regional politics in order 

to become the premiers of their respective regions under.  
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It is essential to note that some of the key political players in the First Republic such 

as Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe and Chief Obafemi Awolowo were newspaper publishers. This 

according to Agbaje (1993:459) “meant the press had become inextricably linked 

with the emerging pattern of political rivalries often couched in geo-ethnic terms”.  

 

Adebanwi (2004:82) cites examples where the Nigerian media took ethno-regional 

stands. One example is on the issue of the status of Lagos in 1953 when the West 

African Pilot, regarded as the mouthpiece of Nnamdi Azikiwe‟s National Council of 

Nigeria and Cameroun (NCNC) wrote editorials and news stories demanding that 

every part of Nigeria should have a share in the capital while Daily Service which 

was supporting Chief Obafemi Awolowo‟s Action Group (AG) through its own reports 

and editorials, wanted Lagos to be part of the Western Region.  

 

Olukoju (2004) and Jibo & Okoosi-Simbine (2003) quoted in Yusha‟u (2010:9) 

observe that the Nigeria media were divided along ethno-regional lines when in 

1999, the then Speaker of the House of Representative, Alhaji Ibrahim Salisu Buhari, 

from the north, was accused of falsifying his age records and claiming to have 

attended University of Toronto in Canada. According to them, newspapers based in 

the south were more aggressive in condemning the act thereby forcing Salusi to 

resign. They point out that it was different case when Chief Bola Tinubu, the then 

governor of Lagos State in southern Nigeria was accused of falsely claiming to have 

attended University of Chicago in the United States. Yusha‟u (2009) calls these 

regional, ethnic, sectional and religious considerations in the practice of journalism in 

the country “Regional Parallelism”.  

 

There are studies in the literature which show that the Nigerian media have 

continued to exhibit ethnic and regional leanings in their coverage of the Niger Delta. 
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Yusha‟u (2010) asserts that the Nigerian press has ethnic undertones in its coverage 

of the Federal Government‟s Joint Military Task Force (JTF) attack on Niger Delta 

militant camps and the quelling of the Boko Haram religious sect crisis in northern 

Nigeria in 1999. Isola & Akintayo (2012) and Ijeomah (2012) support this finding 

while Chiluwa (2010 and 2011) reveal that there is an ideological undertone behind 

the Nigerian newspapers‟ construction of the JTF and the Niger Delta insurgents in 

their coverage of the Niger Delta crisis. Chiluwa (2010) argues that the negative 

representations of the Niger Delta militia are an ideological strategy used to shift 

attention from the real issues of ethnic marginalization and exploitation of the Niger 

Delta. He asserts that that the ideological strategy employed by the government and 

media consists of constructing the oppressed as the oppressors. 

 

Studies have, over the years, underscored how the media create “reality” which is 

portrayed in the news. Such studies include Altheide (1976), Epstien (1974), 

Fishman (1998), Nimmo & Combes (1985) and Tuchman (1978). Shoemaker (1987 

and 1996) explains that news is a human construction that gains its characteristics 

through the social world from which it emerges. 

 

Fowler (1991:4) stresses the importance of language in the creation of reality in the 

news observes that the “content of newspapers is not facts about the world, but in a 

very general sense, ideology and in the construction of ideas in the press, language 

is not neutral, but a highly constructed mediator”. Olowe (1993) cited in Taiwo 

(2005:223) identifies the various linguistic devices used by newspapers such as 

thematization, passivization and nominalization, in projecting their ideological view 

points. Taiwo (2005:244) states that beyond the generally observed rhetorical and 

graphological devices employed in newspaper headlines, there are also hidden 
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ideological meanings behind those written words. Chiluwa (2010 and 2011), Hodge 

and Kress (1993), van Dijk (2005), McEnery (2005), Baker (2006) and Matheson 

(2005) all stress the significance of choice of words in shaping perception, and 

reveal how media language works ideologically. Fairclough (1995) quoted in Chiluwa 

(2010:42) observes that the ideological work of the media language affects the way 

individuals or groups, identities and relations are represented. Particular construction 

of social identities would particularly define how their actions are to be judged or 

evaluated.  

 

Fowler (1990:17) argues that underlying Galtung & Ruge‟s (1973) news value 

concept are the basic elements of stereotypes which he defines as a socially-

constructed mental pigeon-hole into which events and individuals can be sorted, 

thereby making such events and individuals comprehensive. Omenugha (2004:169) 

asserts that the dominant image of the Nigerian woman portrayed in the news is 

based on stereotypes. Lule (1995:382-386) highlights the influence of stereotypes in 

the news. Drummond (1984 and Frye (1957) explain the use of myths also in news 

reports. 

 

This study is situated within the constructionist theory of representational 

communications, in view of its nature and focus. This theory which was propounded 

by Gaye Tuchman in 1978 states that media content is constructed or reconstructed 

“reality”, not reflected “reality”. Constructionism means that reality in any give media 

text is created or constructed with the use of codes chosen to convey a particular 

meaning.  Construtionism became prominent in scholarly discourses, following the 

publication of the book, The Social Construction of Reality by two sociologists, Peter 

L. Berger and Thomas Luckmann in 1966. The sociologists‟ thesis explains how 
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cultures use signs and symbols to construct and maintain a uniform reality. As as an 

exploratory/analytical tool of inquiry, social constructionist theory has its root in 

studies on representations (portrayals).  

 

Social constructionism can not be separated from the concept of representation 

(portrayal). It is like a paper with two sides. Representation refers to the construction 

in any medium (especially the mass media) of aspects of reality such as people, 

places, objects, events, cultural identities and other abstract concepts. According to 

Hall (1997:336), representation is simply the way or process in which phenomena 

are constructed. Omenugha (2005:107) states “representation (in simple terms) 

could mean using language to say something meaningful about the world to the 

other people, describing something to make it resonate with others or perhaps 

simply to symbolise”. 

 

Many other studies on representation such as Mitchell (1994), Alvarado & Robin 

(1987), Diawara (1988), Dyer (1993) and Hall (2000), Chiluwa (2010, 2011), van Dijk 

(2005), Faiclough (1995), Hodge & Kress (1993), Baldonado (1996), Shohat (1989), 

Louw (2001), De Certeau (1988) and Kitzinger (1999) were reviewed. Their findings 

have given rise to the various characteristic of representation, including that 

representation involves construction of reality, representation is selective, 

representation requires interpretations, and representation is culture-specific.  

 

As a theoretical base for analysis, the key focus of the constructionist theory is to 

discover the modalities of participation by both individuals and groups in the 

manufacture of their perceived social reality. 
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CHAPTER THREE 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1  Introduction  

This chapter deals with the methods and step by step procedures that were 

employed in carrying out the study. 

 

3.2 Research Design  

The study was both qualitative and quantitative in nature. It used a triangulated 

research design comprising Content Analysis, Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and 

Focus Group Discussion (FGD). The methodology was adopted to ensure a 

comprehensive analysis of the subject matter.  According to Yeasmin & Rahman 

(2012:159), triangulation allows researchers to be more confident about their results 

because it minimizes the inadequacies of a single-method research. The design can 

also stimulate the creation of inventive methods and new ways of capturing a 

problem to balance with conventional data-collection methods.  The advantage of 

triangulating different procedures lies in the fact that the flaws of one, is the strengths 

of another. Denzin (1989:244) states that by combining procedures/techniques, the 

researcher can utilize the strength of each while overcoming their unique 

deficiencies. According Weyers, Strydom & Huisamen (2011: 210), triangulation 

ensures comprehensiveness and completeness of the research, enhances ability to 

confirm trends, identifies inconsistencies and improves the reliability and validity of 

findings. 

 

3.3  Population of the Study 

The entire newspapers in circulation in Nigeria formed the universe of this study. A 

field study conducted in March and April 2009 for the Association of Advertising 
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Agencies in Nigeria (AAAN) showed that there were 150 newspapers published in 

Nigeria. These newspapers can however be categorized into three groups- national, 

regional and local newspapers based on their circulation rate (i.e. depth and broad of 

coverage of issues). There were 15 of such publications categorized as national 

newspapers with daily and weekend editions, as listed in 

http://nigeriamasterweb.co/paperfrmes.html, which was retrieved on February 10, 

2010. A sample population was selected to represent the universe. Four of the 

national dailies - The Guardian, Vanguard, Daily Trust and Leadership - were chosen 

as sample for the study. In choosing the newspapers, consideration was given to the 

bases of the publications since the study sought to unmask the ethnic/regional 

undertones behind the construction of their reports on the Niger Delta.  

 

3.3.1  Profiles of the Selected Newspapers  

The following are the profiles of the sampled newspapers: 

The Guardian: The newspaper is based in Lagos, Southern Nigeria, the commercial 

verve centre of the country. Established in 1983, The Guardian is one of the Nigerian 

newspapers that pride themselves as being „independent‟ of any political party, 

ethnic, religious or other groups.  

 Vanguard: This publication is also based in Lagos. It was established in 1983 and 

began production in 1984. Its motto is “towards a better life for the people”. 

Vanguard newspaper also prides itself as independent of any group, be it political, 

ethnic, or religious.  

Daily Trust: This newspaper is based in Abuja, the nation‟s capital which is located 

in the northern part of the country. The Weekly Trust and the Daily Trust made their 

debut in March 1998 and January 2001 respectively. The publication was the first 

newspaper to be established in Abuja. 

http://nigeriamasterweb.co/paperfrmes.html
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Leadership: This publication is also based in Abuja in northern Nigeria. It was 

established in 2004 and its motto is “For God and country”.  

 

The Guardian and Vanguard represented publications located in Lagos axis while 

Daily Trust and Leadership represented newspapers based in Abuja. The four 

newspapers are quality publications with both daily and weekend editions.  They all 

report on national issues and publish regularly, with high circulation rates.  

 

This study considered the headlines, news reports, features, opinions editorials and 

pictures in the newspapers on the events and issues concerning the region.  Such 

reports in both the daily and weekend editions of the publications were analysed.  

 

3.4  Sampling Technique  

The simple random sample method was used to select the issues published by the 

four newspapers, between January and December 2008, period of the study, for 

analysis. The employment of the simple random technique gave every edition of 

each of the newspapers an equal chance of being included in the sample. According 

to Bannock, Hope & Oliver (1972) cited in Okoro (2010:60), the simple random 

technique shares the general characteristics of random samples in being 

independent of human judgment and subjectivity and therefore free of the prejudices 

and biases such judgment and subjectivity might introduce.  The editions selected 

from the four chosen national dailies were done without replacement. 

 

3.5  Sampling Size  

Each of the four selected newspapers had 366 editions including Saturday and 

Sunday editions for the one-year period that was a leap year. This amounted to 1464 

copies. Out of this number, a sample size of 228 was arrived at, using Taro 
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Yamene‟s statistical formula. The formula is given as follows: 

n= N/1+N(e)2 

Where: 

              n =  sample size required 

              N = the population of the study 

              e =  standard error (6.1% assumed) 

Where     N=1464 

               n= 1464/1+1464(0.061)2 

                  = 1464/1+1464(0.003721) 

                  = 1464/1+5.447544 

                  = 1464/6.447544 

                  = 227.0632 

                  = 228 (approximated)             

This sample size represents 15.5 per cent of the population. The 228 copies were 

selected using a table of random numbers (see appendix vii), to constitute a 

representative sample of the editions published during the study period. This was 

done on a 50-50 basis, translating into 57 copies for each of the selected 

publications.  

 

In selecting the editions, the first step taken was to close one‟s eyes and blindly point 

at a number which was eventually 38368, located on the third row and third column 

of the first page of the table of random numbers. The second step was to tag the 

number January 1, 2008 and going horizontally to the right, tag the next number, 

45776, January 2. The tagging continued in that order till January 31 which 

corresponded with the number, 94501 on the third row and third column. This was 

followed by tagging the next number, 74547 February 1. The tagging of days to the 
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numbers continued in that systematic order till December 31, 2008 which 

corresponded with the number, 30661 on the forth row and eighth column on the 

next page of the table of random numbers. The final step taken was the selection of 

the tagged numbers which had their last three digits ranging from 001 to 228 (228 

being the sample size statistically determined as explained earlier). By so doing, the 

first edition chosen was the January 13 which corresponded with the number, 29117, 

the reason being that the last three digits of the number amounted to 117. The 

second was January 14 tagged with the number, 39095 since the last three digits 

amounted to 95. The selection continued in that order, till the last edition which was 

the December 26 edition, corresponding with the number, 57202 on the forth row 

and third column of the second page of the table. 

 

3.6  Period Chosen for the Study 

The period chosen for the study was January to December 2008. As earlier stated, 

the reason for the choice of the period of study was due to the crucial developments 

in the region during the period, with their socio-economic implications on the country. 

 

3.7  Content Analysis 

The Content Analytic Technique was employed in analysing the data. Walizer & 

Wienrit (1978) cited in Okoro (2010:53) notes that this technique is a systematic 

procedure which seeks to examine the content of recorded information or data. The 

procedure aims at revealing the purposes, characteristics and dimensions of the 

manifest contents of the print media under study. According to Obikeze (1990:81), 

content analysis is very useful in arriving at an objective, systematic and quantitative 

description and explanation of manifest contents. 
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3.7.1  Units of Analysis 

Wimmer and Dominic (1987:174) observe that the unit of analysis is the thing that is 

actually in content analysis.  According to them, the unit of analysis in written content 

might be a single word, symbol or a theme (a single assertion about one subject or 

entire article or a story). Headlines, straight news, features, opinions and editorials 

on the Niger Delta by the sampled newspapers formed the units of analysis of the 

study. These items were analysed in context of the dominant images of the Niger 

Delta they portrayed. The source, direction, position, frequency and length of such 

published items were also examined with a view to ranking their relevance. 

 

3.8  Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) was also employed in analysing the data of the 

study. According to Taiwo (2005:218), CDA is a method of discourse analysis that 

reveals the way discourses are used everyday for signification, power relations and 

development of new knowledge. Wodak (1989:31) states that the approach is often 

called   “Critical Linguistics” an interdisciplinary approach to language study with a 

critical point of view for the purpose of studying language behaviour in natural 

speech situations of social relevance. CDA studies the use of language as a social 

practice, paying attention to the social, economic and political issues that surround 

the meaning of the text.  According to Fairclough (2009:163), it aims at contributing 

to addressing the social wrongs of the day such as injustice, inequality, domination 

and lack of freedom, by analysing their sources, and causes, resistance to them and 

possibilities of overcoming them. This implies that a critical analysis focuses on 

social problems particularly, with the aim of finding solutions to them. The research 

approach often exposes subtle methods used by those who exercise political, 

economic, religious, ethnic or other forms of power to oppress others.  



 56 

Fairclough (2000:97) identifies three central tenets of CDA namely: social structure 

(class, status, age, ethnic identity and gender); culture (the generally accepted 

norms of behaviour in the society) and discourse (the words we use). The goal of 

CDA is also to determine the relationship among these central tenets. Taiwo 

(2005:223) states “our discourse reflects the societal norms and beliefs, that is, we 

say things in conformity with the way they should normally be said in our society, and 

there are certain things we do not say because the society has constrained us not to 

say them”. Likewise, our identity in the social structure is shown in the way we think, 

act and speak. A text is a record of communication which involves the presentation 

of facts, beliefs and the construction of identity of participants.  It is produced by 

socially-situated speakers.  It is therefore more than words spoken or written on the 

pages of books, but how such word are used in particular social context. 

 

McGregor (2003) cited in Taiwo (2005:220) identifies an aspect of CDA which she 

calls the “discursive practices,” These are rules, norms and mental models of socially 

acceptable behaviour in specific rules or relationships used to produce, receive and 

interpret the message.  Discursive practices, then, are the processes involved in 

speaking, writing, hearing and reading texts.  

 

One domain of discourse to which CDA has been applied so much in the recent 

times is the media.  Kaplan (1990:200) notes that the use of critical discourse 

analysis in Applied Linguistics is leading to the development of a different approach 

to understanding media messages. According to Fairclough (1989:76), applying this 

approach to media discourse will then explain the process in which social practices 

influence news production and how media texts in turn help influence society by 

shaping the opinions and views of those that read them. The description of the text 
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includes identifying the formal features of the text either of vocabulary or grammar 

available in the discourse type, (e.g. news) which the text draws upon and what 

other choices in the discourse type that could have been used instead. For example, 

the use of agency, metaphor, passivization, nominalization and other strategies 

indicates that choices have been made by the writer to present a viewpoint aimed at 

either to promote or undermine someone or an ideology or a belief. van Dijk (2001:1) 

maintains that a critical discourse analyst takes an explicit position, and thus wants 

to understand, expose, and ultimately resist social inequality. Taiwo (2005:220) lists 

some of the CDA researches carried out on the media to include: how news reports 

are used to serve the interest of the dominant forces in the society (McGregor, 

2003); how journalists adopt particular ideological-discursive structure to express the 

values of an ideological system (Kress, 1990) and how mental illnesses are 

portrayed in the media (Greg, 1996). Similar CDA studies done in Nigeria, include 

language, ideology and power relations in Nigerian newspaper headlines (Taiwo, 

2005) as well as regionalism and ethnicity in the Nigerian press: an analysis of the 

coverage of Boko Haram and Niger Delta conflict in the Guardian and Daily Trust 

(Yusha‟u, 2010).  

 

3.9  Focus Group Discussion (FDG) 

The third research method adopted was the Focus Group Discussion (FGD). This is 

a form of qualitative study guided by a facilitator in which a group of people (6-12) 

are asked questions about their attitude towards a product, service, concept or idea. 

Questions are asked in an interactive group setting where participants are free to 

talk. Responses are recorded by the researcher who takes note of the facial 

expressions of the discussants.  The recorded discussion is later transcribed and 

analyzed.  
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For this study, members of the focus group were asked the questions contained in 

the interview guide/schedule (appendix ii). Randomly selected reports (two from 

each newspaper) on the Niger Delta were given to members of the FGD in advance, 

to allow them enough time to critically read the materials before the interview 

session. The essence of this was to find out their interpretations of the framing of 

such reports during the interview session. The purpose of the FGD was to use the 

participants‟ interpretations of the reports as well as their views on the themes during 

the discussion, to validate or otherwise, the interpretations derived from the 

researcher‟s analysis of the construction of the reports.  

 

3.9.1  Identities of FGD Members/Administration of Instrument 

Three focus groups were used for this study, one representing the southern part of 

the country and two representing the northern part. Members of the audience were 

drawn along the north-south dichotomy with which the Nigerian press and polity have 

been known, to ensure even spread of the newspaper audience. The reason for 

having two groups of discussants from the north was that in the course of the study, 

there was worry that the residential location of people could have an impact in 

colouring their views on particular issues. This worry necessitated the organising of 

another group discussion with newspaper readers from the north who are resident in 

the north.  The members of the groups were university graduates and regular 

readers of national newspapers, drawn from different segments of the society. The 

essence of ensuring that members are people with such level of education is 

because considerable literacy level is required for effective participation in such a 

discussion. Owerri the capital of Imo State located in the southern part of the Nigeria 

was the venue for the session with the participants from the south. The first group of 

participants that represented the north, also interviewed in Owerri, was drawn from 
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members of the National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) and civil servants from the 

north, serviing in the state. Abuja the nation‟s capital located in the north was then 

chosen as the venue for the discussion for the second group of northern participants. 

However, as will be seen later, there was no difference in the perception and 

interpretations of media messages on the Niger Delta by the two northern groups.  

 

3.10  Techniques of Analysis/Analytical Procedure 

Under content analysis, the coding sheets (appendix iv) were used in coding the 

quantity of the manifest contents of the reports on the Niger Delta. The  units of 

analysis were examined and coded in accordance with the following: 

 

Topics covered, such as infrastructure, health, education, environment, crime, 

recreation, living, business, politics and conflict; 

Sources of published items, example, government officials, militants, citizens, NGOs, 

media, police, corporate bodies, religious bodies, military and political parties; 

 

Directional focus – favourable, unfavourable and neutral; positioning, such as front 

page, back page, inside page and sports page; Length of published materials (in 

words) graded as follows: 0-250, 251-500, 501- 750, 751-1000, 1000 and above. 

The critical discourse analytic methods were employed in interpreting the meanings 

embedded in the texts (see appendix v) while the recorded contributions of the 

participants during the focus group discussion were transcribed and analysed (see 

appendix iii). 

 

3.11  Pilot Study 

A pilot study was conducted on April 30, 2011. The date which was a Saturday was 

chosen to enable participants have time to take part in the exercise. Getting the 
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members to participate on a weekday would have been difficult since many of them 

are public servants.  The pilot group was made up of seven newspaper readers with 

whom a discussion on the subject matter was held. Questions on sundry issues on 

media coverage of the region were raised during the discussion. The exercise was 

aimed at identifying possible challenges to the method, with a view to refining the 

research instrument before the main study. It was reasoned that the exercise would 

present the opportunity for the articulation of the relevant issues concerning Nigerian 

newspapers and the Niger Delta, and such issues could help in fashioning out 

questions to be asked during the main group discussion. 

 

These eventually turned to be so. The exercise brought to the fore, the need for 

proper time management. The difficulty in getting every participant to be punctual 

was noticed on the day of the pilot discussion. The pilot study gave an idea of the 

amount of time needed by a participant to contribute meaningfully to a topic.  The 

pilot group discussion revealed the need to have more than one focus group, and 

select participants in a manner to ensure a national spread of representation in the 

body of discussants. It also presented the opportunity to see the need to give 

samples of reports on the Niger Delta to participants to read before the date of the 

main group discussion. It yielded vital themes which were probed further during the 

main study. With the articulation of all the issues discussed during the pilot study and 

other challenges revealed, the research instrument was sharpened for use during 

the main study.  

 

3.12  Inter-Coder Reliability 

A pilot study was carried out in order to ensure inter-coder reliability. A sub-sample 

of the population was drawn and categorized by four independent coders who were 
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trained for five hours to reach agreement on definition of any variable where a rating 

was to be assigned. The essence was to detect and remove categories wrongly or 

poorly defined and standardize inter-coder reliability.  

 

As recommended by Wimmer and Dominic (2003:157), at the end of the coding of 

the sub-sample, 25% of it was reanalyzed by the coders to determine the overall 

inter-coder reliability. The coders analyzed the frequency of appearance of the 

elements in the categories covered. This was followed by a calculation of the 

reliability coefficients in percentage of perfect agreement. The following inter-coder 

reliability on the content categories was arrived at: topic covered = .91, coverage 

focus = .87, sources of published reports = .88, directional focus = .92, positioning of 

published items =.89, length of published items = .90. 

 

Various devices such as tabulation, numerization, labeling and columnization of cues 

and contents were adopted in the course of analyzing the data. This was to ensure 

that the inferences drawn as well as the findings were presented in a way that would 

make for easy interpretation and understanding. The Statistical Package for the 

Social Sciences (SPSS) was employed for the analysis.   

 

3.13 Limitations of the Study 

This study adopted a triangulated methodology which increases the validity of 

research findings. Nevetheless, triangulation has its own limitations. Yeasmin & 

Rahman (2012:16) express fear that if the study is not clearly focused theoretically 

and conceptually, it will not produce a satisfactory outcome. According to them, 

another challenge of the methodology is the tendency for the researcher to use it to 

legitimize a dominant personnaly preferred method. Again, triangulation tends to 

generate masses of data and meanings. According to Bauer & Gaskell (2000:345), 
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approaching a situation from two or more perspectives, methods, theories or 

paradigms often produces contradictions because a social phenomenon tends to 

look different from different angles.  However, the study tried to take care of these 

limitations by ensuring that each method complemented the other. Yeasmin & 

Rahman (2012:161) notes that “triangulation is possible and a good way to reap the 

benefits of both qualitative and quantitative method.”  
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CHAPTER FOUR 

DATA PRESENTATION AND ANALYSIS 

4.1  Introduction 

This study explored Nigerian newspaper coverage of the Niger Delta, seeking to 

examine their representation of the region. It also sought to unmask the ethnic and 

regional biases as well as ideologies underlying the newspapers‟ construction of the 

Niger Delta, if any. It adopted a combination of research designs involving Content 

Analysis, Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) and Focus Group Discussion (FGD). The 

Guardian, Vanguard, Leadership and Daily Trust newspapers were randomly 

selected for analysis from the 15 top national dailies at the time of study. The first 

two publications represent papers based in southern Nigeria, while the other two 

represent those based in the northern part of the country. 

 

A sample size of two hundred and twenty-eight (228) editions of the publications was 

selected from the 1464 issues published between January 1 and December 31, 

2008. All published items about the region (excluding advertisements, cartoons) 

were analyzed with regard to their manifest contents, rhetorical devices employed in 

construction them and reference to the objectives and research questions of the 

study. The following are the findings: 

 
 
4.2  Content Analysis  
 
4.2.1  Categories of Published Items  
 
In this study, the published items analyzed were classified under four (4) categories 

namely: straight (spot) news, features, opinions and editorials. Each item published 

that had anything to do with the Niger Delta was coded and analyzed.   
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On the whole, 1417 items on the Niger Delta were coded and analysed. Figure 1 

presents the degrees of the four categories as published by the newspapers 

                    

                        Figure 1: Categories of published items 

 

As shown in figure 1, of the 1417 items published by the newspapers, spot news 

accounted for 1227 (86.6%) while features were 141 (10.0%). Opinion articles 

accounted for 31 (2.2%) and 18 (1.3%) editorials were published.   

 

4.2.2 Topics Covered 

Figure 2 presents the ratings of the ten classifications of topics covered. The 

published items in each class were in form of news, features, opinions or editorials.   
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Figure 2: Topics Covered 
 

 
 

 

Figure 2 shows that the focus of the newspapers was mostly on conflict which 

accounted for 347 (24.5%) of the published items and followed by politics with 311 

(21.9%). Also high on the table was crime which recorded 273 items and accounted 

for 19.3% of the published materials. The table indicates that the emphasis on other 

topics was low as business and infrastructure accounted for 117 (8.3%) and 109 

(7.7%) of the published items respectively. There were only 62 items (4.4%) on 

living, 58 (4.1%) on environment, 57 (4.0%) on education, 48 (3.4%) on recreation 

and 35 (2.5%) on heath. 
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4.2.3 Coverage Density 

                          Table 1: Breakdown of Published Items  

Newspapers  Total 

Items 

Items on 

Niger  

Delta 

Items on 

Other Parts 

of Nigeria 

% for Niger 

Delta 

% for 

Others 

The Guardian 1531 337 1194 22.01 77.99 

Vanguard 2459 770 1689 31.31 68.69 

Leadership 1519 228 1291 15.00 85.00 

Daily Trust 765 82 683 10.71 89.29 

Total 6274 1417 4857 22.58 77.42 

 

As shown in table 1, there were 6274 (excluding foreign reports) published by the 

four newspapers on the entire country during the time of the study out of which an 

impressive 1417 (22.58%) centred on Niger Delta. In this study, the Niger Delta was 

delimited as the South-South zone, one of the six geo-political zones in the country.   

 

 

4.2.4  Sources of Published Items 

Items published were categorized as having emanated from the following sources: 

government, citizens, media, police, religious bodies, military, corporate bodies, 

NGOs, militants and political parties. Figure 3 shows the ranking of the sources.   
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Figure 3: Souces of Published Items 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Government sources of the reports published as shown in figure 3, ranked top 

with 445 (31.4%). This was followed by citizens with 280 items (19.8%) and 

media with 258 (18.2%). The figure further shows that 155 (10.9%) of the reports 

were sourced from the NGOs while corporate bodies provided 68 (4.8%) of the 

published items. A total of 58 reports which amounted to 4.2% of the items 

published came from the military while the police provided 53 (3.7%). political 

parties accounted for 42 (3.0%) of the sources, militants 36 (2.5%) while religious 

bodies provided 21 (1.5%) of the reports published.  

 

4.2.5 Directional Focus 

The published items were furthered examined in terms of their being favourable, 

unfavourable or neutral to the Niger Delta. The dimensional quantitative 

assessment of this tri-focal assessment is presented in figure 4.  
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 Figure 4: Directional Focus 

 

As clearly shown in the table, 852 of the published items which translated into 

(60.1%) were unfavourable, 486 (34.3%) reports were favourable while 79 items 

were neutral, accounting for an insignificant (5.6%) of the study sample.  
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4.2.6  Length of Published Items (Figure 5) 

                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Figure 5 shows that 590 (41.6%) of the published items ranged between 0-250 

words while 542 (38‟ 2%) reports had between 251 and 500 words. The wordage of 

118 (8.3%) reports was between 501 and 750. Published items having 1000 words 

and above accounted for 106 (7.5%) while 61 (4.3%) of the reports ranged from 751-

1000 words.  

 

4.2.7  Positioning of Published Items 

The published materials were analysed in terms of their placements in the 

newspapers examined. Figure 6 shows the positioning of the reports on the pages of 

the newspapers. 
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Figure 6 Positioning of Published Items 
 

 
 

An evaluation of the placement of the published reports shows that the bulk of the 

reports on Niger Delta was placed on the inside pages. The number of these items 

published in the inside pages stood at 1265 translating into (89.3%). As also shown 

in this table, 86 items (6.8%) were featured on the front page, 47 (3.3%) on the 

sports page and 9 items translating into 6% were placed on the back page. 

 

4.3  Discussion of the Findings of Content Analysis  

There are quite a number of revelations from the results of the content analysis of 

the data generated. Firstly, is the high level of attention given to the region by the 

Nigerian newspapers, given the number of reports carried on it during the period of 
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study. Out of the 6274 published items (excluding foreign reports) on the entire 

country comprising six geo-political zones, 1417 (22.58%) were on the Niger Delta 

(see table 1). As can equally be seen from the analysis the Nigerian newspapers 

reported extensively on the Niger Delta. These reports comprising news, features, 

opinions and editorials, focused on infrastructure, health, education, crime 

environment, living, conflict, business recreation and politics (see figures 1 and 2).   

 

Research question 1: how visible is the Niger Delta region in Nigerian newspapers? 

is answered with the data analysed, showing high visibility of the Niger Delta in the 

Nigeria newspapers. Also answered is research question 2 which sought to find out 

the types of reports on the Niger Delta available in Nigerian newspapers.      

 

Equally revealing was the fact that the Nigerian newspapers portrayed the Niger 

Delta negatively. This negative representation was evident in the directional focus of 

the reports which showed that a larger number of published items 852 (60.1%) 

portrayed the region in unfavourable terms. Stories on crimes such as killings, 

kidnapping, robbery and other negative ones including vandalism and violent 

protests were found to have dominated in the publications. It was also found out that 

there was preponderance of stories portraying the people as quarrelsome, restive 

and always agitating in the newspapers. This is suggestive of media portrayal of the 

Niger Delta as an area dominated by restive, quarrelsome, and criminally-minded 

people. With direct reference to research question 3, which sought to find out the 

dominant images of the Niger Delta the stories portrayed, it was discovered that the 

overall images of the Niger Delta as portrayed by Nigerian newspapers were 

predominantly negative. The following are examples of such stories: “Oil War‟: No 

end in sight” (Saturday, Vanguard, September 20, 2008 p. 9); “Militant groups clash 



 72 

in Bayelsa” ( Vanguard, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 10); “Gunmen kidnap Delta 

SSG‟s father” (The Guardian, Monday, July 21, 2008); “Gunmen kill INTELS chief in 

Port Harcourt (The Guardian, Tuesday, December 30, 2008) and “Why we struck on 

Sunday – MEND (Vanguard, Tuesday, February 5, 2008 p. 6). The directional focus 

of the published items in the newspapers indicates preponderance of unfavourable 

reports, accounting for 852 (60.1%) of the entire published items.  

 

These findings are in agreement with the findings of similar studies done on the 

Niger Delta (see Awoshakin, 2003; Sambe 2005; Bisina, 2005). It is evident that 

Nigerian newspapers have not deviated from their practice of prioritizing negative 

stories about the Niger Delta.  

 

However, the predominance of negative stories in Nigerian newspapers can be 

explained by the fact that the media show preference for the negative in the news 

(see Galtung & Ruge, 1974; Braham, 1982). 

 

From the data generated, it is also noticeable that government appears to have 

exhibited high level of concern on issues bothering on the Niger Delta by speaking 

on them. Government placed first in the ranking and accounted for (31.4%) of the 

sources. The data also revealed that newspapers recognised the citizens of the 

Niger Delta as sources of relevant materials for their reports. In addition to 

government actions and pronouncements on the region, Nigerian newspapers 

considered the people capable of speaking on issues and events concerning them. 

This recognition is evident in figure 3 which shows the people placing second in the 

ranking of the sources with (19.8%). Such recognition is exemplified in the following 

reports: “Okah: Clark threatens to sue FG” (Vanguard, Tuesday, April 8, 2008 p. 10); 
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“Niger Delta: Our agenda for the summit” (The Guardian, Sunday July 13, 2008); 

“Mamamu tasks Ijaws on excellency” (Vanguard, Tuesday, June 27, 2008 p. 12); 

“Elite not responsible for Niger Delta militancy – Graham Douglas (Leadership, 

Sunday, January 13, 2008 p. 20) and “We are poised to re-write the story of Niger 

Delta – Akpabio (Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 8, 2008 p. 49). 

 

It is also revealing that 841 (79.8%) of reports on the Niger Delta were short and 

straight news (see figure 4). Similarly, 1265 (89.3%) of the published items were 

tucked in the inside pages. On the face of it, it would appear that newspapers were 

negligent of the region in terms of the seeming shallow reports on the area and 

subsequent location of the reports in obscure pages. But, a critical examination of 

the situation further reveals that the Niger Delta case is not different from the 

traditional practice in newspaper reportage. Straight news stories occupy larger 

percentage of the news space. In the same vein, the high number of spot news as 

against the low number of features, opinions and editorials on issues and events 

bothering on an area, is in no way an indication of lack of attention by the media. The 

placement of a very high number of the stories conforms to the common and 

standard practice in journalism whereby the bulk of the published items are found in 

the inside pages. In most cases, larger bodies of news stories “announced” on the 

front page, are presented in the inside pages.  

 

4.4  Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) of Published Items 

It has been revealed through the content analytical procedure, that the Nigerian 

newspapers represent the Niger Delta negatively. Out of the 1417 reports carried on 

the region, a total of 852 (60.1%) were negative. In this section, the Critical 

Discourse Analysis (CDA) is employed to explore the discoursive strategies used by 
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newspapers in bringing to the fore, the various themes that run through their reports 

on the Niger Delta. 

 

CDA  is a qualitative evaluation of media output aimed at  revealing the ways 

discourses are used everyday for signification, power relations and development of 

new knowledge.  As noted earlier, applying this approach entails explaining the 

process in which social practices influence news production and how media texts in 

turn help influence society by shaping the opinions and views of those that read 

them. It has also been noted that a critical discourse analyst takes an explicit 

position, and thus wants to understand, expose, and ultimately resist social 

inequality. CDA takes care of limitations that characterise the use of only quantitative 

method in a study of this nature. It is for this reason that the triangulated research 

approach was adopted for the study. 

 

The following story with a bold headline and many riders which appeard on the front 

page of Vanguard of Saturday, September 20, 2008, is typical of Nigerian 

newspapers‟ framing of reports on the people, issues and events in the Niger Delta: 

Oil War:  

 

MEND shuns N’Delta Elders. 

Clark begs. 

10 militants feared dead in fresh MEND, JTF shootout. 

Okumagba may be appointed N‟Delta minister.  

Ibori sues for Peace.  

The declaration of oil war by the main militant group in the Niger Delta, 
Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) sparked off gun 
duels between the militants and the Joint Task Force (JTF), on several fronts 
in the region yesterday leaving at least 10 suspected militants dead. The 
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militants however scored a hit when they destroyed a major pipe line 
belonging to Shell Petroleum Development Company at Elem Kalabari 
Cajuthone channel in Rivers State. Two South Africans that were caught in 
the shootout between the Joint Task Force and the militants were rescued 
The South Africans were released following a plea for their release from 
Azuka Okah, wife of the detained MEND leader, Henry Okah. Former 
governor of Delta State, Chief James Ibori has also joined the fray, appealing 
to both factions to sheath their swords. 
 

 

In the thematic categorisations that follow, similar reports on the region which 

dominate the Nigerian newspapers‟ news space are critically analysed, bringing to 

the fore, the manner of representation of the area.  

 

4.4.1  Thematic Representations of the Niger Delta Region 

In the representation of the Niger Delta, three thematic categorisations of reports on 

people, issues and events in the region are prevalent in the Nigerian newspapers. 

These themes which have been critically analysed are violence/war, 

kidnapping/abduction as well as insatiability/restiveness/ agitation/vandalism. In the 

analysis, an attempt is made to show how the themes constantly form a central focus 

in the reports, relegating to the background, the main issues of underdevelopment of 

the oil-rich region. As Chiluwa (2011) argues, the purpose of the focus on the first 

two themes is to give legitimacy to government‟s deployment of troops to the region 

and justify the killings of militants and even civilians in the area. This study further 

argues that the representation of the people as insatiable and restive is ideological 

since it appears to justify government‟s hinging of its delay in developing the area, on 

absence of peace in the region. 

 

4.4.2  Violence and War  

In the following texts, the reader is inundated with a general image of violent war in 

the Niger Delta region. Text 1 for instance, gives an account of how 15 corpses were 
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recovered from Bonny Waters as a result of a “gun battle” between the Joint Military 

Task Force (JTF) and the “militants”. No doubt that the activities of the joint military 

force met some resistance from the insurgents, resulting in some form of violence, it 

is still doubtful whether there was indeed a “war” in Nigeria, occasioned by 

“incessant attacks” by the Niger Delta militant on “unsuspecting persons” (Text 1). 

Yet the “invasion”, hitting of target”, “ceasefire”, (Text 2) and activities of “gunmen”, 

“assassins” and “bandits” (Text 3) who always “attack” (Text 4) the JTF in the Niger 

Delta, portray the image of a charged war zone where “gangs” (Text 3) who create 

“hostilities” and “tension” (Text 5) engage military authorities in “shootouts” in the 

declared “oil war” (Text 6) . The newspapers represent the oil producing section of 

the country as highly insecure as “robbery gangs, raid banks”, (Texts 7, 8 and 9), as 

„oil thieves” (text 10) “cultists“, “miscreants” and “brigands” (Texts 11 and 12) hold 

sway. As the “war” continues, a civilian gets killed by a “stray bullet” (Text 13) in the 

battle involving “warring groups” (Text 13) and while the “strike” (Text 14) by MEND 

becomes unabated, fear has “gripped residents” of the coastal settlement of Bayelsa 

East (Text 14). 

Text 1: 15 Corpses Recovered from Bonny Waters (headline). Following 
incessant attacks from the Niger Delta militants on unsuspecting persons 
which has often resulted in gun battle between the Joint Task Force (JTF) and 
militants in the region on the high sea, ten corpses suspected to be bodies of 
militants were again recovered from the Bonny Waters on Sunday. This brings 
the numbers of bodies so far found to fifteen within the last few weeks.  
Confirming the development, the Army Public Relations Officer, Col. Musa 
Sagir, said men of the Joint Task Force in the state encountered militants who 
were on ten speed boats two of which were sunk with the occupants. Our 
soldiers on ground also recovered four corpses of the militants and four AK 47 
riffles. The militants who were chasing a supply vessel were the first to open 
fire and in the ensuring battle two of their boats were sunk with the occupants. 
(Leadership Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 14) 
 

 
Text 2: Why attack on Bonga field was easy, by oil firms‟ chiefs (headline). 
For all who wondered at the ease with which the militants hit Nigeria‟s prized 
Bonga Oil Field target last week, major oil firm‟s helmsman have a clue: Lack 
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of modern security facilities. They said that Thursday‟s invasion of Bonga oil 
fields by the Movement for the Emancipation for the Niger Delta would have 
been averted if radar were installed at the nation‟s prime block (The Guardian, 
Tuesday, June 24, 2008 front page). 
 
Text 3: Gunmen invade Rivers‟ Dep. Speaker‟s Home (headline). Gunmen 
suspected to be assassins on Thursday night invaded the official residence of 
the Deputy Speaker of the Rivers State House of Assembly, Charles Befi 
Nwile, in Port Harcourt…The Joint Task Force spokesperson, Lt. Colonel 
Sagir Musa, who confirmed the incident said: “they were suspected assassins 
(The Guardian, Saturday, January 19, 2008 p. 3). 
 
Text 4: Militants attack JTF in bid to recover seized crude (headline). 
Gunmen, weekend, attacked men of the Joint Task Force (JTF) on the Niger 
Delta at two separate locations in Delta State in an audacious bid to recover 
barges loaded with stolen crude oil that were confiscated with oil bunkerers by 
the military. The first attack, according to information available…was targeted 
at the JTF troops that seized four barges at Alogwe Creek, Benin River 
(Vanguard, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 5: Rival Militants In Gun Battle In Bayelsa (headline). There was palpable 
tension in the presidency and Bayelsa State yesterday over confrontation 
between militia groups loyal to the peace pack initiated in the state and those 
against the process as they engaged in heavy gun duel over a planned 
invasion of creeks and waterways in the state… The first sign of tension and 
hostilities along the Bayelsa waterways emerged on Friday, following the 
release of the American, Jack Stone (Leadership, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 
2). 
 
Text 6: Oil War: MEND shuns N‟Delta Elders. Clark beg. 10 militants feared 
dead in fresh MEND, JTF shootout. Okumagba may be appointed N‟Delta 
minister. Ibori sues for Peace (headline). The declaration of oil war by the 
main militant group in the Niger Delta, Movement for the Emancipation of the 
Niger Delta (MEND) sparked off gun duels between the militants and the Joint 
Task Force (JTF), on several fronts in the region yesterday leaving at least 10 
suspected militants dead. The militants however scored a hit when they 
destroyed a major pipeline belonging to Shell Petroleum Development 
Company at Elem Kalabari Cajuthone channel in Rivers State. Two South 
Africans that were caught in the shootout between the Joint Task Force and 
the militants were rescued (Vanguard Saturday, September 20, 2008 front 
page). 
 
Text 7: Police recover N359m, $50,000, #2000 from robbers in Rivers 
(headline). The police in Rivers State, Tuesday night, recovered N359 million, 
#2,000 and $50,000 from a gang of robbers who had earlier in the day robbed 
bullion van in neighboring Imo State. Also recovered from the gang were 
assorted weapons. Also on Tuesday, men of the Joint Task Force (JTF) killed 
three militants in a gun battle at Abonema, Rivers State. A soldier died in the 
encounter. Among the weapons seized from the robbers were a General 
Purpose Machine Gun (GPMG), several magazines and bullets. The Rivers 
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State police Commissioner, Mr Bada Hassan, confirmed the incident, saying 
his command responded to a distress call from Imo police (Vanguard, 
Thursday, July 31, 2008 front page).  
 
Text 8: Robbers raid bank in Delta (headline). …the robber stormed the bank 
located in the heart of the town near a busy market after they failed to hijack a 
bullion van along Asaba-Benin highway, almost the same spot where a bullion 
van was ambushed and robbed of the sum of N91.5 million on the 13th of last 
month (Vanguard Tuesday, June 17, 2008 p. 12).  

 

Text 9: Police smash woman lead robbery gang (headline). Men of the Delta 
police command have smashed a robbery gang led by a young woman in 
Asaba which was described as very deadly, just as another woman was 
arrested for allegedly setting Ogbeogonogo market on fire (Vanguard, 
Tuesday, October 21, 2008 p. 12). 
 
Text 10: JTF Nabs Oil Thieves (headline). The JTF otherwise known as 
Operation Rescue Hope arrested the ocean-going vessel identified as MT 
Lina Panama and its crew…with their booty suspected to be stolen from the 
Niger Delta region…It was gathered that the  JTF, using two gun boats 
blocked and confiscated the vessel on the high sea. The suspects had struck 
an illegal business deal with their Nigerian partners-in-crime prior to taking off 
from Greece in June (Leadership, Sunday, July 13 front page). 
 
Text 11: JTF arrests 10 cultists in Port Harcourt (headline). About ten 
suspected militants and cultists were arrested yesterday when men of the 
Joint Task Force in Rivers State combed Abonnema Warf/Njemanze parts of 
the state capital in its bid to rid the area of miscreants and brigands.  
According to residents in the area, as early as 5am, they started hearing 
sporadic gun shots. Not knowing what was happening, many fled their houses 
(Vanguard, Friday, July 4, 2008 p. 10).  

 
 
Text 12: Cult clashes claim 5 lives in Benin (headline). More than 10 persons 
have been reportedly killed in Benin in the last one week, following a renewed 
cult clash between rival cult groups from different higher institutions in the 
state….It was said that the crisis started one week ago when the leader of 
one the rival cult members (sic) was murdered around Ekenwa Road….The 
second in command of the murdered leader was also attacked in a night club 
as he tried to escape (Vanguard, Thursday, May 12, 2008 p. 10).  
 

Text 13: 4 killed as JTF, militants clash in Rivers (headline). A soldier, two 
militants and a civilian have been confirmed dead in a gun fight between the 
military Joint Task Force (JTF) and suspected militants in Abonema, 
AkukuToru local government are of Rivers State…. Lt Col. Sagir added that 
the civilian was killed by a stray bullet during the gun fight between the 
warring militant groups and men of the JTF, who had responded to a distress 
calls from the residents of Abonema about the shootout by the rival gangs. 
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The JTF spokesman said that the sergeant was killed when the patrol van 
used by the soldiers ran into an ambush by the militants, adding that the van 
was badly damaged (Daily Trust, Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8). 
 
Text 14: Why we struck on Sunday (headline).The Movement for the 
Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) said yesterday that last Sunday‟s 
attack on a military houseboat stationed at the Sell Petroleum TARA manifold 
in Bayelsa State by its men was a “minor attack” to commemorate the fifth 
month of incarceration of its leader, Henry Okah in Angola…. Meanwhile, fear 
has gripped residents of Bayelsa East senatorial district, bothering Rivers and 
Bayelsa States over possible military action in the area, following the Sunday 
attack by militants (Vanguard, Tuesday February 5, 2008 p. 6). 

             
 

From the above reports it is clear that the crisis in the Niger Delta which has resulted 

in a face-off between the military and the insurgents has been largely constructed as 

a war situation. The violence/war theme running through the reports suggests an 

ideological construction of the Niger Delta as an area bedeviled by a breakdown of 

law and order, which only a Federal Government‟s military intervention can restore. 

The JTF which was primarily deployed to the area to protect oil installations appears 

to have gone beyond its mandate, to engage the insurgent in face to face battles.  

Text 6 for example, illustrates a war situation where one of the warring armies loses 

10 men after fighting with the enemies on several battle fields. In text 8, civilians are 

apprehensive over a possible reprisal attack by one side which is capable of making 

them lose their lives too.  

 

This study argues that it is outright exaggeration to characterize the Niger Delta 

crisis in terms of a guerilla war, and such characterization only tends to justify the 

military intervention and the killing of the “militants” who have “taken over” the place. 

This argument is supported by Chiluwa (2011) which notes that the high level of 

human casualties and destruction of property in the region has attracted wide 

condemnation from both the local and international circles. The issue at stake here is 

not whether the events reported on actually took place, but the media representation 
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of the incidents. From the reports, it can be discerned that there is an implicit 

ideological construction of a war situation, aimed at legitimizing the military actions of 

the JTF as an important national assignment. Wogu (2010:13) notes that the 1999 

Constitution of Nigeria as amended empowers the Federal Government to deploy 

troops to suppress any form of insurrection in any part of the country and restore 

order when the need arises. It can then be seen why any form of force used by the 

JTF to quell the activities of the militants considered as an act of insurrection or war 

against the country, is justified. Language is no longer seen as merely reflecting 

reality about the world, but as central to creating reality. Our words are never neutral, 

they carry the power that reflects the interests of those who speak or write (Fiske, 

1994; Fowler, 1979). Any reader of the above reports cannot but perceive the region 

as a volatile entity and war zone, where youths engage in all manners of crimes, 

necessitating military intervention.  

 

As earlier indicated in the content analysis, media priority for negative stories is not 

contestable. It is not in contention either that the reported incidents did actually take 

place in the region. The worry is in the framing of the reports by the writers who must 

tell the story. Bell (1999:236) describes journalists as “professional story tellers”. This 

implies that there are some story-telling elements underlying every news item. 

Perplexed by this telling element in news, Reah (2002:5) cited in Omenugha (2004) 

writes: 

“We talk about “news stories”. Other texts that deliver information are not 
referred to as “stories”. We don‟t talk about report stories” or “lecture stories” 
or textbook stories”. A story is an account of imaginary or past events, 
narrative tale, anecdote…colloquial fib. Why are news stories referred to in 
any way that gives them the status of fictional account? The definition 
“account of past events” may to some extent relate to a factual account, but 
carries the implication of interpretation, elaboration and the creation of a 
narrative. 
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The possibility of journalists exploiting this loophole in constructing the Niger Delta is 

quite high. The foregoing reports on the Niger Delta cannot be said to be free from 

value judgment which is personal and often subjective and inconsistent.  

 

4.4.3  Kidnapping/Abduction 

Apart from the thematic representation of the Niger Delta as a violent and war zone, 

there is an ideological construction of the region as an entity dominated by 

kidnappers. Such negative stories on militancy as well as kidnapping and release of 

victims of abduction in the area, dominate the Nigerian press. The thorny and 

fundamental issue of redressing underdevelopment which the people have been 

clamouring for is systematically downplayed. The texts that follow illustrate this 

theme that runs through the newspaper reports: 

Text 15: Gunmen kidnap Delta SSG‟s father (headline). The 70-year old 
father of the Secretary to Delta State Government, Chief Arthur Okowa, was 
yesterday kidnapped by four gunmen from his home at Boji-Boji Owa, Ika 
North East Council….A family source explained that the gunmen stormed the 
elder Okowa‟s residence at Mokwu Street….The source disclosed that the 
septuagenarian had just returned from an early morning church service at the 
local Anglican church at about 10.30am and was resting in his bedroom when 
a housemaid informed him that some visitor had come to see him (The 
Guardian, Monday July 21, 2008 p. 8). 
  
Text 16: Gunmen kidnap two toddlers in Rivers State (headline).Two kids, 
Deborah and Francis Uduak, children of an Executive Officer of the 
Independent Petroleum Marketers Association, Mr Sunday Uduak, have been 
kidnapped. Their captors are demanding a N10 million ransom. Besides, five 
days after this kidnap, the whereabouts of Mrs Patricia Asita, wife of the 
lawmake“r representing Ogba/Egbema/Ndoni/Ahoda West Federal 
Constituency, Mr Asita and 11-year old Chidi Nzerim, who were abducted in 
two separate attacks by hoodlums in Port Harcourt on Sunday, remain 
unknown (The Guardian, Friday, April 11, 2008). 
 
Text 17: Royal father behind N-Delta kidnapping uncovered (headline). The 
story of certain persons in the Niger Delta sponsoring ransom-demanding, 
kidnap gangs and sea bandits as business thereby denting the credibility of 
the Niger Delta struggle has always sounded like make-belief until last month, 
when the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND) clamped 
down on a self-styled royal father who allegedly maintains a gang of 
kidnappers/sea pirates in Bayelsa State….Fear is the beginning of wisdom in 
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the community, and at the last count, not fewer that 500 persons have fled the 
kingdom as a result to his threat to lives….He operated a military camp at the 
periphery of the community….(The Guardian, Friday, April 11, 2008 p. 4). 
 
Text 18: Armed thugs abduct female magistrate in Warri (headline). A gang of 
eight armed thugs on Wednesday abducted a female magistrate, 31-year old 
Mrs Emuobome J. Bazunu-Sokoh. Investigations by Vanguard showed that 
the kidnap of Magistrate Bazunu-Sokoh was allegedly sponsored by a female 
colleague in the state who accused her and another colleague of dating her 
husband (Vanguard, Friday, September 26, 2008 p. 10) 
 
Text 19: I watched as snipers killed six kidnappers (headline). Wife of the 
Secretary to the Bayelsa State Government, Mrs Augusta Ekeuwei, broke her 
silence on her seventeen days in captivity saying she watched in horror as 
snipers who rescued her from the jaws of death shot dead six of her 
kidnappers. The nursing mother said that it was by the grace of God that she 
survived what she described as the journey to the valley of death and prayed 
that not even her enemy should undergo what she past through (Vanguard, 
Tuesday, August 12, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 20: Bayelsa SSG‟s wife narrates ordeal with kidnappers (headline) .Mrs 
Augusta Ekeuwei, wife to the Secretary to Bayelsa Government, yesterday, 
narrated her 17-day ordeal in the hands of kidnappers in the state….Ekeuwei 
said she urinated and defecated where she was confined by her abductors, 
adding that she also had her first menstruation after the delivery of her baby 
right there (Daily Trust, Tuesday, August 12, 2008, p. 2). 
 
Text 21: Children protest spate of kidnappings in Rivers (headline). More than 
300 children in Port Harcourt yesterday protested the rising incidents of 
kidnapping in Rivers State, and therefore challenged the state government to 
find a lasting solution to the problem….In presenting their grievances to the 
government, the children expressed fears that the security of their peers was 
no longer guaranteed in the state, unless the rate of kidnapping was reduced 
….One of the protesting children, Precious Obasi, said children in the state 
opted to visit the Government House to seek peace and to appeal to the state 
governor to urgently address the wave of kidnapping being faced by children 
and women(Daily Trust, Monday, May 12, 2008 p. 2). 
 
Text 22: Kids, mothers match against kidnapping (headline). Children and 
mothers in Rivers State yesterday ignored the growing insecurity in the state 
to protest against their ordeal in the hands of gunmen. With placards of 
various inscriptions, the worried mothers and children matched to the 
Government House in Port Harcourt where they told Governor rotimi Amechi 
that gunmen had made life unbearable for them (The Guardian, Monday May 
12, 2008 front page). 

 
Text 23: JTF nabs 3 suspected kidnappers in Rives (headline). Three 
suspected kidnappers were rounded up yesterday by the Rivers State Joint 
Task Force at Ogbakiri in Emeoha Local Government, just 12 hours after Mr 
Eni Odili a nephew of former governor of the state was set free by those who 
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kidnapped him last Sunday.  His kidnappers demanded N80 million but later 
brought the demand down to N50 million. In the interim, the abductors of the 
two toddlers who were seized while being taken to school on Tuesday in 
Choba along Airport Road have demanded N80 million as ransom for the 
release of the children. Vanguard reliably gathered from a security source that 
the three suspects were members of a notorious cult group operating at 
Emohua which specializes in hostage-taking, banditry and brigandage of the 
worst form (Vanguard, Thursday, February 28, 2008 p. 10)    

  
 

In the above texts, the headlines which are strategically structured vividly portray the 

image and theme of kidnapping that run through the stories on the Niger Delta. This 

image of criminality is further amplified in the subsequent leads that follow, leaving 

the audience with the impression that the act of kidnapping, especially women and 

children, has remained the only business of the youths of the area. Texts 21 and 22 

orchestrate on how women and children protest the rising incidents of abduction in 

the region. Text 17 shows how even traditional rulers of communities  have turned 

kidnappers, instead of being role models and custodians of the people‟s culture 

which abhors crimes while Text 18 illustrates how servants at the temple of justice 

also get involved in the horrifying criminality of kidnapping. Chiluwa (2011) observes 

that the information expressed in the headline is used by the reader in the process of 

interpreting the news to construct the overall meaning of the text. The theme and the 

headline information are used to activate the relevant knowledge in the memory of 

the reader in order to understand and evaluate the news report (Van Dijk, 1991). 

This implies that the use of words such as “kidnap”, “abduct”, “ransom” and 

“captivity” in the headlines and bodies of the stories, reawakens the stereotypical 

knowledge of the reader about kidnapping and the Niger Delta region. This 

knowledge consequently shapes the readers‟ perception and interpretation of the 

reports.  
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The argument of this study is that the representation of the region with main focus on 

the activities of a few individuals who engage in kidnapping and abduction of others, 

is ideological. The spate of the crime in the area as constructed is very alarming and 

requires a very drastic measure to curtail and such drastic measure is the Federal 

Government‟s massive deployment of troops to the region. Kidnapping is not 

peculiar to the Niger Delta, to warrant the deployment of military personnel who, in 

the process of “rescuing” victims, kill other people as shown in Texts 19 and 20. In 

such a “rescue mission”, the JTF is positively represented as “operation restore 

hope”, in line with the “we” positive construction and “them” (kidnappers) negative 

representation. This position of the study finds support in Chiluwa (2011) which 

notes that certain representations or negative labels have the tendency to establish 

some negative cultural norms around a group of people.  He further adds that the 

frequent representation of the clampdown on agitation by ethnic minorities in the 

Niger Delta as mere war against kidnappers, is a mere evaluative judgment, and not 

factual. In other words, the Nigerian newspapers‟ hype on kidnapping, ideologically 

justifies the activities of the JTF in the Niger Delta. 

 

4.4.4  Insatiability, Restiveness, Agitation and Vandalism 

Outside the realm of representation of the Niger Delta in terms of violence, war and 

kidnapping, the Nigerian newspapers adopt a writing style which portrays the people 

of the region as insatiable, restive, always agitating, always vandalising public 

property and always engaging in communal clashes. The following excerpts illustrate 

this theme which, as will be seen, has been ideologically constructed, suggesting a 

justification for government‟s delay in or lack of commitment in addressing the 

developmental needs of the people. Government always premises development on 

prevalence of peace as shown in some of the excerpts.  
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Text 24: Clark gives conditions for talks with FG (headline). Former Federal 
Commissioner for Information, Chief Edwin Clark, says the Niger Delta people 
will consent to holding talks with the Federal Government on the region, but 
not on All Nigerian Summit, only after a technical committee had reviewed all 
the earlier reports dating back to 1958, submitted to the government and 
come out with a coordinated position that will be endorsed by the people at a 
regional conference. He recalled that the people of the South-South walked 
out of the National Political Reform Conference which was a Nigeria summit in 
2005 and vowed not to come back to any such summit…. We have been in 
Abuja discussing with the federal government on the Niger Delta problems, 
withdrawal of Prof. Ibrahim Gambari and the way forward, which is that all the 
reports from 1958 till date be implemented after a technical committee would 
have reviewed the reports. Our position still remains that there is no need for 
all Nigerian summit as proposed by the federal government (Sunday 
Vanguard of July 13, 2008, p. 10). 
 
Text 25: Niger Delta summit, another ploy to waste money-IYC (headline). 
Eastern zone of the Ijaw Youth Council have dissociated themselves from the 
proposed summit on the Niger Delta with Professor Ibrahim Gambari as 
chairman. In a statement issued yesterday in Port Harcourt, and signed by the 
Chairman of the body, General Alaibe Horsefall, they said the summit was 
another ploy to waste money generated from the region. They continued that 
the lasting solution to the problem of the region was for government to show 
genuine commitment and sincerity to develop the area (Vanguard, 
Wednesday, June 24, 2008, p.10). 

 
Text 26: MOSOP condemns oil blocks allocations (headline) The President of 
the Movement for the Support of Ogoni People (MOSOP), Mr Ledum Mitee, 
has described as unacceptable, the current practice of sharing people‟s 
ancestral lands, farmlands and backyards from Abuja in the name of oil blocks 
allocation without reference to the owners of the land. Mitee in an interview 
described the practice as a travesty of justice which could be compared to the 
colonial sharing of African territories at the Berlin Conference. Lamenting the 
plight of the oil and gas rich but undeveloped Niger Delta, the MOSOP leader 
described as unacceptably discriminatory and unjustifiable, the anomalous 
situation in the country‟s law which permits a tripartite arrangement between 
the government, the company and local community in the case of solid 
minerals and appropriating everything, including peoples land in the case of 
oil and gas….(Vanguard, Friday, March 7, 2008 p. 11). 
 
Text 27: Group Expresses Lack of Confidence In NDDC (headline). A Non-
Government al Organization, (NGO) tracking development in the Niger Delta, 
says it lacks confidence in the capacity of the Niger Delta Development 
Commission (NDDC) to meet the expectations of the people of the region. Mr 
George-Hill Anthony, national Coordinator of the Niger Delta Budget 
Monitoring Group (NDBMG) told journalists in Port Harcourt at the weekend 
that patronage was a major problem of the commission (Leadership Sunday, 
December 30, 2008 p. 7). 
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Text 28: Delta North leaders fault relocation of NYSC camp to Oghara 
(Headline). The last may not have been heard about the controversial 
relocation of the National Youth service Corps (NYSC) orientation camp from 
Issele-Uku in Aniocha North council of Delta State to his hometown, Oghara, 
by former Governor James Ibori…three weeks to the expiration of his tenure.  
…We are therefore surprised that his (i.e. Governor Emanuel Uduaghan‟s 
present administration) will overtly promote the continued marginalization of 
the district by endorsing the ignoble act of the past regime and authorizing the 
development of the Oghara camp site instead of taking after the bold and 
honourable steps of the President Umaru Yar‟Adua who has virtually reversed 
all the unwholesome decisions of the past administration (The Guardian, 
Friday, February 8, 2008 p. 5).   
 
Text 29: Ogulagha youths chase Agip workers from flow stations (headline). 
Some youths from Ogulagha community in Burutu Local Government Area of 
Delta State invaded the Beniboye Flow Station, operated by the National Agip 
Oil company and chased away the workers from the oil installation….A source 
who distanced militants from the incursion said it was purely a protest action 
by Ogulagha youths, working for a contractor for the company. Their 
complaint is that the company has refused to give permanent jobs. They want 
to be given full employment, not working for a contractor to the company. A 
member of the Delta Waterways Security Company, Chief Second Benikruku, 
is already talking to the protesting youths who vowed not to leave the oil 
facility until Agip offers them permanent jobs. …It was learnt that Agip has 
already conceded to take the youths for training in Asaba before their 
employment would be formalized but the youths, insisting that they had been 
enslaved for many years, demanded that they should be given employment 
before any programme in Asaba.…(Vanguard, Friday, March 7, 2008 p. 10).    
 
Text 30: Irate community chases out Shell officials (headline). Officials of 
Shell Petroleum Development Company SPDC-West , were yesterday at 
Uzere, Isoko South council of Delta State chased out of the community by the 
entire people for unfulfilled promises even as they gave the oil giant a 21-day 
ultimatum to complete a six years cottage hospital and ten year epileptic 
water projects or have their operations shut down. The SPDC team led by Mr 
Yemi Awoloha, the community Interface Coordinator, Land Area, West, had 
gone to the oil rich community for this year‟s SPDC organized „people‟s 
parliament‟ where lecture on various topic of mutual benefits would have been 
delivered.…They said it is indeed painful, shameful and inhuman for SPDC to 
operate in Uzere for over 50 years and the people are denied basic amenities 
(Vanguard, Friday, April 11, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 31: Youths   „ll disrupt proposed gas pipeline to Lagos unless…, IDA 
warns (headline). Chairman of the Iwere Development Association (IDA), an 
Itsekiri group in Warri, Delta State, Comrade Omolubi Newewum, yesterday 
warned that the youths of the Niger Delta would disrupt the proposed gas 
plant pipeline from any of the Niger Delta states to Lagos by the Federal 
government, describing the plot to alter the national master plan as a sheer 
madness by government to further marginalize the people of the region. 
(Vanguard, Monday, August 25, 2008 p. 12)  
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Text 32: Thugs invade Oredo LG secretariat (headline). Pandemonium broke 
out yesterday at the Oredo Local Government headquarters of Edo State, 
after scores of thugs invaded the council, beat up the leader of the legislative 
arm, Mr. Fuster Iyamgbe, and vandalized his office. Mr Iyamgbe who was half 
naked when newsmen arrived the secretariat, accused the Chairman of the 
council Mr. Nosa Ehima, of masterminding the attack because the lawmakers 
ordered him to appear before and explain the income and expenditure of the 
council since January this year. But in a swift reaction, the council boss 
denied the allegation saying, that the lawmakers declared war on his 
administration because he refused to honour what he described as 
“unreasonable requests” of N1.7 million instead of N700,000 being given to 
them monthly (Vanguard, Wednesday, July 16, 2008 p. 11) 
 
Text 33: Communal clash erupts in C/River over mining rights (headline). A 
move by community leaders in Gabu in northern Cross River State to allow 
Emo Ashupura, the company granted mining rights of barite to have access to 
the place, has led to the communal clashes in the area, resulting in the 
burning down of houses and leaving many people seriously injured.” 
(Vanguard, Thursday, July 31, 2088 p. 10).   
 
Text 34; Calabar monarch tussle takes new turn (headline). The lingering 
kingship tussle in Calabar that culminated in the crowning of Edidem Bassey 
Ekpo Bassey II as Obong of Calabar Sunday, has taken a fresh turn as 
another faction which describes itself as „The Etebong Conclave of the Palace 
of Obong of Calabar‟, has declared another man as the Obong of Calabar. A 
release issued by the conclave and jointly signed by the Chiarman of the 
conclave Etubom Okon Etim Asuquo III, and the Secretary, Etubom Micah 
Archibong VI noted the proclamation of the head of Adiabo Ikot Mbo Otu 
House, Western Calabar Etubom Ekpo Okon Abasi as Obong of Calabar. The 
conclave further noted that the proclamation followed the passing away of 
Edidem (Prof.) Elijah Henshaw VI. In a statement in Calabar, the Mkpisong 
Ukara Ekondo Efik, Dr Ambrose Akpanika noted that it is no news that 
succession to the throne of Obong of Calabar has been plagued with a history 
of controversies over the years (Vanguard, Tuesday, April 8, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 35: Obong‟s stool: new Obong may face committal proceedings 
(headline). As the lingering crisis occasioned by the installation of the new 
Obong of Calabar continues, following the traditional illness of the former 
Obong of Calabar, Prof. Nta Elijah Henshaw IV, a High Court sitting in 
Calabar has given notice to Etubong Essien Ekpenyong Efiok … and the 
Obong of Calabar, Etubong Ekpo Okon Abasi, that the court shall on 
Wednesday May, 21, 2008 show cause why order of committal should not be 
made against them. (Leadership, Monday, May 12, 2008). 
 
Text 36: Why Niger Delta summit of stakeholders is essential by FG 
(headline). Against the background of certain misconceptions, about the 
summit of stakeholders in the Niger Delta planned by the Federal 
Government, President Umaru Musa Yar‟Adua wishes to reaffirm his 
continued commitment to the summit as a critical step and take-off point for 
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the implementation of his administration‟s agenda for peace and rapid socio-
economic development in the region. As President Yar‟Adua has often stated, 
peace and security are essential preconditions for meaningful development. 
One of the primary objectives of the stakeholders‟ summit is to evolve an 
across board consensus and commitment from all concerned parties to end 
the incessant violence in the region and engender a much more conducive 
atmosphere  for the massive improvement of infrastructure and social 
services in the region (Vanguard, Friday, July 4, 2008 p. 12). 
 
Text 37: Why Niger Delta Summit must hold – FG (Headline) Against the 
background of skepticism being expressed over the proposed Niger Delta 
Summit, President Umaru Musa Yar‟Adua yesterday reaffirmed that the 
summit would not be another “pointless and diversionary jamboree, as some 
fear”.Restating his commitment to the summit, Yar‟Adua described it as a 
“critical first step and take-off point for the implementation of his 
administration‟s agenda for the socio-economic development in the region. In 
recent times, the proposed summit has been dogged by many controversies 
ranging from its desirability (in view of many existing committee reports on 
Niger Delta crisis) to the appointment of its chairman… According to Adeniyi, 
President Yar‟Adua believes that peace and security are essential 
preconditions for meaningful development of the region (Daily Trust, July 4, 
2008, front page). 
 
Text 38: Niger Delta Crisis: A Nightmare, Says Yar‟Adua (headline). President 
Umaru Musa Yar‟Adua has expressed disappointment in the lingering crisis 
which drives away investors from the Niger Delta, describing it as a nightmare 
to his administration. He said the situation in the oil-rich region has not only 
become a major concern to his administration, but also posed a serious threat 
to the economy of the country and scaring away investors in the region (The 
Guardian, Sunday, October 5, 2008 front page). 
 
Text 39: Niger Delta gives me nightmare – Yar‟Adua (Headline) President 
Umaru Musa Yar‟Adua yesterday said that the Niger Delta crisis gives his 
administration nightmare. He regretted that the crisis in the region had 
become a major concernnto the Federal Government as it poses a serious 
threat to the economy and scaring away investors from the Niger Delta 
(Vanguard, Sunday, October 5, 2008 front page 

 
 

In texts 24 and 25, an impression is created that government has woken up to its 

responsibility of addressing the developmental problems of the Niger Delta. A 

summit is planned where, presumably, strategies for the development of the area will 

be evolved. Nonetheless, the people are constructed as being opposed to it and 

always trying to forestall government‟s initiatives as “our position still remains that 

there is no need for all Nigerian summit as proposed by the federal government” 
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(Text 24) and “the summit was another ploy to waste money generated from the 

region” (Text 25). In texts 36, 37, 38 and 39 government points at such opposition to 

its initiatives as capable of undermining peace in the region and causing delays in 

the development of the oil-bearing region. Government always says that there can 

be no development without peace. This study argues that the representation of the 

people in this manner is ideological since it appears to justify government‟s hinging 

of its delay in or lack of commitment to developing the area, on absence of peace in 

the region. In the first place, it is the perceived absence of government‟s attention 

that the people complain of and Government‟s excuse that “peace and security are 

essential preconditions for meaningful development” (Texts 36 and 37) appears 

questionable and judgmental. 

 

The foregoing themes are the central focus of reports on the Niger Delta instead of 

the main problems of under development of the region and its solutions. However, 

Nigerian newspapers sometimes highlight such problems and their solutions as 

exemplified by the following texts:  

Text 40: Seriously, how to solve Niger Delta problem (headline) It is said in 
the Nigerian military that you will never find a poor admiral. It is easy to see 
why.  Nigeria loses between $4 billion and $18 billion worth of oil a day to 
illegal bunkering…  On a bad day, 25 per cent of the Nigeria‟s oil exports are 
illegal. If the trend continues, new exploration will become impossible. Nigeria 
cannot afford to choke the golden goose that lays the golden egg. The Niger 
Delta crisis started as a legitimate struggle by ethnic Ijaw groups with strong 
cause for discontent with oil companies operating in the region as well as with 
government…. The military has been trying to halt the insurrection since 2000 
without success. So, what do we do? Despite the severity of the problem, 
there is a solution and it must be implemented with conviction. Remember the 
vast majority of people in the Niger Delta have not benefited from oil. They 
have no power, no water, no services and no jobs. Government is to 
demonstrate political will to gain the support of the local population. They built 
our modern capital, Abuja using one per cent of the federation account. The 
cities of Port Harcourt, Warri, Eket and Yenogua should look more like Abuja 
(Vanguard, Friday July 4, 2008 front page).   
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Text 41: Senator laments Niger Delta situation (headline). From kano State he 
came to the Niger Delta region, and with voice laden with emotions he 
declared to his colleague: “believe me, anywhere I go to now, I know exactly 
what is going on in my country. I live in the same country with these people 
and I feel really ashamed to be calling myself a Nigerian, seeing what is going 
on in the Niger Delta. Bello‟s   summation of his visit with other colleagues to 
the creeks was part of emotional outbursts from the lawmakers who put much 
of the blame for the neglect of the region squarely at the doorstep of the 
political leadership of the region, the federal government and the militant 
youths (The Guardian, Sunday, January 13, 2008 p. 3). 

 
Text 42: Niger Delta Conflict as Lingering Sore (headline)…Spilled oil from 
vandalized or aging pipelines has adversely affected the people‟s mainstay, 
fishing, even as oil companies consistently accuse locals and oil thieves of 
rupturing the pipelines to extort compensation payment. In Ogoniland in 
Rivers State where oil was discovered in commercial quantity by Anglo-Dutch 
Shell in 1957, just one year after the discovery of Nigeria‟s first commercial 
deposit in Olibiri, Bayelsa State, there is little or nothing to show for oil 
exploration apart from degradation from spills and gas flaring. (The Guardian 
of Saturday September 20, 2008 p.8) 

  

4.5  Characterization of the Actors and their Actions 

van Dijk (1995) and Weyden (2005) note that words or expressions in a text are 

often carefully chosen from a wide range of available options to construct and 

characterize certain people, social relations or events in a particular way to reinforce 

and legitimize the ideology that has been communicated in the themes of the 

discourse. As earlier observed, despite the hounding of the people of the Niger Delta 

and unleashing of brutality on the civilian population by the JTF, the Nigerian 

newspapers have continued to represent positively the activities of the military task 

force. As stated earlier, the stand of this study is that the Niger Delta crisis has been 

orchestrated in the newspapers in a manner to justify the onslaught of the military 

outfit on the people, instead of protecting the oil installations and maintaining peace 

in the region. Some general characterization of the JTF and its actions in relation to 

the insurgents is examined in the excerpts that follow. These samples of news 

reports on the identities and activities of the military task force show that the Nigerian 
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newspapers characterise the JTF within the ideological framework that excused its 

brutality on the people. The texts are quotes showing the voices of government and 

military officials, which in a manner represent the stand of the newspapers 

themselves: 

Text 43:  Commander of the JTF, a.k.a. Operation Restore Hope, Brigadier-
General Nanven Rimtip, says the military is on the trail of a large cache of 
arms, including General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMGs), AK 47, moved to 
some parts of Warri and Effurun by some criminals to disturb peace in Delta 
State. Speaking to newsmen at the JTF headquarters in Effurun, Delta State, 
Rimtip who said that the militant activities have drastically reduced in the 
state, said men of the Operation Restore Hope would not fold their arms and 
watch some miscreants make nonsense of the comparative peace that has 
returned to the oil city and environs (Vanguard, Tuesday, March 18, 2008 p. 
10). 
 
Text 44: According to the Army spokesman, men of the Joint Task Force in 
the state, encountered the militants who were in ten speed boats; two of their 
boats were sunk with the occupants and our soldiers on ground recovered 
four corpses of the militants and four AK 47 riffles. The militants who were 
chasing a supply vessel when they ran into a team of JTF on waters, were the 
first to open fire” (Leadership, Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 14). 
 
Text 45: Determined to ensure peace, the Rivers State government yesterday 
admonished militants in the state to lay down their arms. The state said the 
appeal became necessary not to allow such militants suffer the fate that has 
befallen the wanted leader of the People‟s Liberation Force (PLF), Saboma 
Jackrich (also known as Ebri Papa) who was arrested on Sunday by the Joint 
Task Force (JTF)… He admonished the so-called militants who are still at 
large to surrender their arms and avoid being caught up by the long arms of 
the law (The Guardian, Tuesday, December 30, 2008 p. 3). 
 
Text 46: …On the capture of the kidnappers, he said that intelligence report 
and snap operation at Ogbakiri led JTF to their hideout, giving the names as 
Stanley Nwohali, Junior Nworji and Nwobodo Bright. He said the three 
suspected persons were arrested at 8.45 hours yesterday at Ogbakiri in 
Emeoha Local Government Area (Vanguard, Thursday, February 28, 2008 p. 
10). 
 
Text 47: …confirming the major arrests, Rimtip said that it was a testimony to 
the effort of the task force in curbing oil bunkering in the nation‟s oil region. He 
disclosed that the suspects would be transferred to Abuja for further 
interrogation (Leadership, Sunday, July 13, 2008 p.5).  

 
Text 48: According to spokesperson of the military body, Lieutenant Col. Sagir 
Musa, the militants in eight speed boats had attempted to attack the refinery 
jetty but were successfully repelled by men of JTF on ground. Sagir said that 
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during an exchange of fire, soldiers sank three of the speed boats belonging 
to the militants. And he feared that the occupants had died (Saturday 
Vanguard, September 20, 2008 p. 5). 
 
 

As can be discerned from the above texts, the Nigerian newspapers give positive 

characterization to the JTF in line with the general belief of the government, political 

class and policy makers. In text 43, for instance, the task force is referred to as 

“Operation Restore Hope” hence characterized as those that restore the lost hope of 

the people of the Niger Delta. The report is silent on the illegitimate method used in 

trying to secure “peace” in the Niger Delta as it was in text 1, where “10 bodies 

suspected to be militants were recovered from the Bony Waters on Sunday”. In text 

44, the “militants” are characterised as wolves chasing an innocent prey (supply 

vessel) when they suddenly run into the hunters looking for them. The 

characterization of the JTF as hunters in this case is positive since they are after 

dangerous animals. Government, in text 45, approves of the activities of the JTF who 

are characetrised as being poised to get rid of criminals in the area and “admonishes 

militants in the state to lay down their arms” to avoid being “caught up by the long 

arms of the law”. Ironically, while the activities of the “militants‟ are unlawful, the 

killing of the civilian population in the region by the JTF is characterized as lawful.  In 

text 46, the JTF‟s “capture” of the insurgents in their “hideout” is again characteristic 

of a hunter in pursuit of some dangerous animals threatening the lives of the 

harmless prey while in text 47 the JTF‟s arrest of the insurgents is characterized as a 

“testimony” to its “efforts in curbing oil bunkering in the region”.  

 

4.6  Labeling  

According to Chiluwa (2011), Labels refer to specific lexical items or “tags” that sort 

out persons or a group into specific social categories that determine how members 

of the public should understand and judge their actions. He further posits that labels 
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express value judgments and therefore are not value-free representations of facts. A 

label naturally projects a mental model which eventually influences value judgment 

and a value judgment is personal, often subjective and inconsistent (van Dijk, 2005; 

Matheson, 2005). This implies that labels, whether positive or negative, to a large 

extent, define the identity of a person or group of persons. Very often, the negative 

labels are more powerful and have greater inherent social consequences. When 

labeling becomes long lasting, it can no longer just reflect value judgment, but 

establishes a social identity. It then means that over time, labels rewrite or redefine 

the social identities of a people. The various militia groups in the Niger Delta define 

themselves as those fighting for the right of the people of the region. They see 

themselves as “freedom fighters”, an identity which the Nigerian newspapers have 

tended to suppress in their reportage. The labeling of the activities of the JTF as 

“operation restore hope”, has positively characterized its military expedition, 

excusing all its attacks on the people as a lawful national assignment, thereby 

reconstructing the audience‟s perception of its role in the Niger Delta. Conversely, 

the insurgents are labeled “militants”, “hoodlums”, “criminals”, “miscreants”, “cultist” 

“gangs” while some other people in the region are labeled as being “restive” 

“quarrelsome” and “insatiable”. Ijeoma (2012:30) observes that it is tantamount to 

labeling, to generalize one crisis in a creek or village in Bayelsa State or Delta State, 

for instance, to the entire Niger Delta.  

 

The following excerpts illustrate the distorted value judgment of the Nigerian 

newspapers and government about the identity and intention of the Niger Delta 

militia groups, arising from the labels given to them: Text 1: Following incessant 

attacks from the Niger Delta militants on unsuspecting persons… (Leadership 

Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 14). Text 4: Gunmen, weekend, attacked men of the 
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Joint Task Force JTF on the Niger Delta at two separate locations in Delta State 

(Vanguard, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p.10). Text 11: About ten suspected militants 

and cultists were arrested yesterday when men of the Joint Task Force in Rivers 

State combed Abonnema Warf/Njemanze parts of the state capital in its bid to rid the 

area of miscreants and brigands (Vanguard, Friday, July 4, 2008 p. 10). Text 13: A 

soldier, two militants and a civilian have been confirmed dead in a gun fight between 

the military Joint Task Force (JTF) and suspected militants in Abonema (Daily Trust, 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8). Text 14: Meanwhile, fear has gripped residents of 

Bayelsa East senatorial district, bothering Rivers and Bayelsa States over possible 

military action in the area, following the Sunday attack by militants (Vanguard, 

Tuesday February 5, 2008 p. 6). Text 43:  Commander of the JTF, a.k.a. Operation 

Restore Hope, Brigadier-General Nanven Rimtip, says the military is on the trail of a 

large cache of arms, including General Purpose Machine Guns (GPMGs), AK 47, 

moved to some parts of Warri and Effurun by some criminals to disturb the peace in 

Delta State (Vanguard, Tuesday, March 18, 2008 p. 10). Text 44:  The militants, who 

were chasing a supply vessel when they ran into a team of JTF on waters, were the 

first to open fire (Leadership, Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 14). 

 

As can be seen from the excerpts, the insurgents are referred to as “criminals”, 

“gunmen”, “militants”, “miscreants”, “cultist” and “brigands”. It appears however that 

the insurgents are referred to as “criminals”, “miscreants”, “brigands” etc. because of 

their illegitimate means of armed resistance. Nevertheless, in the perception of the 

audience, the “criminal” notion as constructed by the newspapers, tend to relegate to 

the background, the essence of the resistance of the “criminals”. Thus, the audience, 

whose perception of the “militants/criminals” is molded by the press, very often, sees 

nothing wrong with the ways and means adopted by the “operation restore hope” 
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and government in dealing with them. This study, in line with Chiluwa (2011), argues 

that the Nigerian media tend to have largely influenced the audience in having 

negative perception about the Niger Delta. The insurgents who are labeled as 

“cultists”, “brigands” and “hoodlums‟, are seen as a lawless and irresponsible group, 

who are not worthy of prosecuting a just cause which they claim to be undertaking. 

The Nigerian newspapers having represented the JTF positively and constructed the 

militia groups negatively, have consequently tended to have molded the negative 

perception of the audience about the activities of the insurgents. 

  

4.7  Agency Attribution for Actors in the Niger Delta Crisis 

The function of agency attribution in a text is to reveal who takes certain actions and 

who receives the benefits, or suffers the consequences of such actions. The 

application of this discursive strategy gives legitimacy to the militarist ideology of the 

insurgents and the illegal killing of the militants or civilians by the JTF. Attempt is 

made in this section of the analysis to show how the actors and actions are 

represented in the Niger Delta crisis. In agency attribution generally, foregrounding in 

texts is placed in prominent position in main clauses. The first segment of this 

section is the analysis of how the militias (“militants”) are fore-grounded as causal 

agents in the clauses.  

 

4.7.1  Militants Constructed as Causal Agents 

The following are textual evidences where the insurgents are represented as causal 

agents of violent actions expressed in the clauses. Their actions are fore-grounded 

and the JTF and civilians are portrayed as victims. In this context the insurgents are 

represented as exclusively responsible for initiating attacks on the JTF. Text 1: 15 

Corpses Recovered from Bonny Waters (headline). Following incessant attacks from 
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the Niger Delta militants on unsuspecting persons which has often resulted in gun 

battle between the Joint Task Force (JTF) and militants in the region on the high sea, 

ten corpses suspected to be bodies of militants were again recovered from the 

Bonny Waters on Sunday (Leadership Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 14). Text 4: 

Militants attack JTF in bid to recover seized crude (headline). Gunmen, weekend, 

attacked men of the Joint Task Force JTF on the Niger Delta at two separate 

locations in Delta State in an audacious bid to recover barges loaded with stolen 

crude oil that were confiscated with oil bunkerers by the military. The first attack, 

according to information available…was targeted at the JTF troops that seized four 

barges at Alogwe Creek, Benin River (Vanguard, Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 10). 

Text 6: Oil War: MEND shuns N‟Delta Elders.Clark beg. 10 militants feared dead in 

fresh MEND JTF shootout (headline). The declaration of oil war by the main militant 

group in the Niger Delta, Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), 

sparked off gun duels between the militants and the Joint Task Force (JTF) on 

several fronts in the region yesterday, leaving at least 10 suspected militants dead 

(Vanguard, Saturday, September 20, 2008 front page). 

 

In the above excerpts, the agents and their actions in the clauses are fore-grounded, 

thereby revealing the consequences of such actions, so as to attract sympathy for 

the JTF and unsuspecting persons. Although the headline of text 1 is silent on the 

agent‟s action, “the incessant attacks on the JTF and other persons” expressed in 

the lead is attributed to the agent. Such attacks have become “incessant‟ and are not 

carried on only the Federal Government‟s military task force but also on 

“unsuspecting persons” who could be women and children. In text 4 the militants 

again, attack the JTF. The fact that the attack is targeted at the JTF troops that 

seized barges of stolen oil, further criminalises the insurgents‟ attack and evokes 
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sympathy for the troops. In text 6, it is the declaration of oil war by the “militants” that 

causes the gun duels between the military task force and themselves. So this battle 

in which 10 “militants” are killed is caused by insurgents themselves, and of course, 

the soldiers normally “defend” themselves while the killing of the insurgents in the 

cause of the soldiers‟ self-defence is also justified. 

 

4.7.2  JTF Constructed as Causal Agents  

The JTF are constructed as the causal agents of the violent actions on the “militants” 

in the texts that follow. Their actions are however, normally excused because they 

are always represented as being on an important national assignment or reacting in 

self-defence. Text 1: 15 Corpses Recovered from Bonny Waters (headline). … 

Confirming the development, the Army Public Relations Officer, Col. Musa Sagir, 

said men of the Joint Task Force in the state encountered militants who were on ten 

speed boats two of which were sunk with the occupants. Our soldiers on ground also 

recovered four corpses of the militants and four AK 47 riffles. The militants who were 

chasing a supply vessel were the first to open fire and in the ensuring battle two of 

their boats were sunk with the occupants (Leadership, Tuesday, August 14, 2008 p. 

14). Text 13: 4 killed as JTF, militants clash in Rivers (headline). A soldier, two 

militants and a civilian have been confirmed dead in a gun fight between the military 

Joint Task Force (JTF) and suspected militants in Abonema, AkukuToru local 

government are of Rivers State…. Lt Col. Sagir added that the civilian was killed by 

a stray bullet during the gun fight between the warring militant groups and men of the 

JTF, who had responded to distress calls from the residents of Abonema about the 

shootout by the rival gangs. The JTF spokesman said that the sergeant was killed 

when the patrol van used by the soldiers ran into an ambush by the militants, adding 

that the van was badly damaged (Daily Trust, Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8) Text 48: 
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…According to spokesperson of the military body, Lieutenant Col. Sagir Musa, the 

militants in eight speed boats had attempted to attack the refinery jetty but were 

successfully repelled by men of JTF on ground. Sagir said that during an exchange 

of fire, soldiers sank three of the speed boats belonging to the militants. And he 

feared that the occupants had died (Saturday Vanguard, September 20, 2008 p. 5). 

 

As noted earlier, since the activities of the joint military task force are to be seen as 

necessary, all the actions taken by them, are excused. The media even give 

explanations to ameliorate the gravity of such actions even when they are 

condemnable. In text 1 for instance, the JTF‟s sinking of two boats with the 

occupants resulting in the death of ten “militants” can be excused since “the militants 

who were chasing a supply vessel were the first to open fire”. The soldiers are only 

acting in self defence and so, there is nothing wrong with their killing of the 

“militants”. It is interesting that the ten bodies, brings to fifteen, the number of 

corpses of “militants” recovered from the river in the last few weeks. In other words, 

the JTF has in the last few weeks, been killing the insurgents. In text 13, the killing of 

the two “militants” is in order since the soldiers are responding to “distress calls from 

the residents”. Impliedly, the soldiers are on a rescue mission hence anything they 

do in the process is justified. Also, sympathy for the JTF is evoked because a soldier 

dies when “the patrol van used by the soldiers ran into an ambush by the militants”. 

Similarly, in text 48, soldiers have to sink three boats with the occupants because 

“the militants tried to attack the refinery jetty and were successfully repelled by the 

men of JTF on ground”. Again, the soldiers are constructed as responding to the 

attack by the insurgents and in the process, “genuinely” sink the boat with the 

occupants.  
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The newspapers adopt this discursive strategy in most of their reports in justifying 

and concealing all the illegal killings of the insurgents by the military task force and 

the actual number of civilians involved. 

 

4.7.3  Agency Deletion 

In the application of this discursive device, the agents in the clauses of the headlines 

and bodies of reports are deleted through the process of nominalisation and 

passivization. By so doing, some obvious actions of the JTF are not made explicit. 

This is to avoid the notion that they are altogether responsible for the killings. The 

assumption is that in a war situation, for instance, soldiers could mistakenly shoot at 

the wrong targets. In the following texts, agentless clauses show that responsibilities 

are not attributed to anyone rather the actions are received by both the JTF and the 

militias. Text 6: Oil War: MEND shuns N‟Delta Elders.Clark begs. 10 militants feared 

dead in fresh MEND, JTF shootout. Okumagba may be appointed N‟Delta minister. 

Ibori sues for Peace (headline) (Vanguard Saturday, September 20, 2008 front 

page). Text 13: 4 killed as JTF, militants clash in Rivers (headline) (Daily Trust, 

Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8). Text 49: Soldier, others die in Rivers rival gangs‟ 

crossfire (headline) Three suspected bandits and a soldier were on Tuesday killed in 

a gun duel between two rival groups in Abonema Akuru Toru local Government Area 

of Rivers (The Guardian Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 3). In text 6 (i.e. the headline), 

the death of ten “militants” is not attributed to anyone. The actual agent of the killing 

is concealed. The circumstance, “the gun duel between the militants and the Joint 

Task Force (JTF) in the body”, implies that those killed are simply victims of the 

circumstance; neither the JTF nor the “militants” is to blame. In other words, they 

might even be victims of the insurgents referred to as “militants” as they attack the 

soldiers, thus, implying that the soldiers (JTF) might have been innocent of the 
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killings.  Similarly, in text 49, the circumstance leading to the death of the “bandits‟ 

and a soldier is “gun duel between two rival groups”. The implication is that the 

“bandits” are victims of their own action and responsible for the death of the soldier. 

In other words, the JTF is innocent of all the killings. In text 13 (i.e. the headline), the 

death of two “militants” is not attributed to anyone neither is that of the civilian. They 

are victims of circumstance, “a gun fight between the military Joint Task Force (JTF) 

and suspected militants” as expressed in the body of the story. The agentless clause 

in this text however indicates that both the joint task force and the militia are victims 

of the action. It is discernable from the foregoing that representation of actors or 

victims in news reports is not value free. The writers present view points capable of 

portraying the subject matter positively or negatively, depending on their inclinations. 

 

Examining further the discursive strategies adopted in the sampled publications, it is 

discernable that the newspapers make extensive use of nominalisation in projecting 

the Niger Delta images and by extension their ideological standpoint of the region. 

Fairclough (2000:26) states that nominalisation involves abstraction from the 

diversity of processes going on, no specification of who or what is changing, a 

backgrounding of the processes themselves, and a foregrounding of the their effect. . 

According to Fairclough (2003:13), “one common consequence of nominalisation is 

that the agents of processes, people who initiate processes or act upon other people 

or objects, are absent from text.” Therefore, in nominalised sentences, the subject is 

removed from the text, and in some cases attention is focused on the object rather 

than the subject who initiated or committed the act.  

 



 101 

Most of the texts analysed subjectify the images of the region, leaving no reader in 

doubt as to who is speaking and with what tone or emphasis, as illustrated by the 

following excerpts: 

Text 50: A coalition of the Niger Delta militants under the umbrella of Joint 
Revolutionary Council (JRC) has submitted a 10-point demand to the Niger 
Delta Technical Committee (Saturday Vanguard, October 18, 2008 p.10). 
 
Text 51: Movement for Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND) yesterday told 
the Minister of State for Niger Delta, Elder Godsday Orubebe, who has 
requested for a visit to some of its field commanders in the creeks that he is 
jeopardizing his life by embarking on such trip…(Vanguard, Thursday, 
December 30, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 52: Gunmen suspected to be assassins on Thursday night invaded the 
official residence of the Deputy Speaker of the Rivers State House of 
Assembly, Charles Befi (The Guardian, Saturday, 19 2008 p. 3). 
 
Text 53: The kidnappers who abducted Mrs Patricia Asita, wife of a federal 
lawmaker in Port Harcourt last Sunday, have demanded N50 million ransom 
before her release (Daily Trust, Tuesday, April 18 p. 2). 
  
Text 54: Three suspected kidnappers were rounded up yesterday by the 
Rivers State Joint Task Force at Ogbakiri in Emohua local government Area 
… (Vanguard, Thursday, February 28, 2008 p. 10). 
 
 Text 55: An eight-man armed robbery gang yesterday succeeded in raiding a 
new generation bank at Issele-Uku in Delta State, carting away a huge 
amount of money from the strong room (Vanguard, Tuesday, June 18, 2008 
p. 10).  
 
Text 56: About 10 suspected cultists were arrested yesterday when men of 
the Task Force in Rivers State combed Abonema Warf/Njemanze parts of the 
state capital, in its bid to rid the area of miscreants and brigands (Vanguard, 
Friday, July 4, 2008 p. 10). 
 
Text 57: The lingering Niger Delta conflict came to the fore in the early 1990s 
as a result of mistrust, suspicion and disagreement between the foreign oil 
companies and the host oil bearing community…(The Guardian, Saturday, 
September 20, 2008 p. 8). 

  

As can be seen from the illustrations, A coalition of the Niger Delta militants; The 

Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND); Gunmen suspected to 

be assassins; The kidnappers; Three suspected kidnappers; An eight-man armed 
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robbery gang; About 10 suspected cultists; and The lingering Niger Delta conflicts 

which are the subjects of the respective texts are some of the expressions constantly 

used by the newspapers in creating the images of the Niger Delta. By subjectifying 

(foregrounding) these images in the texts, the newspapers leave no one in doubt 

about where their emphaeis are. None of the excerpts objectifies the images with the 

use of passivization. Conversely, objectifying (backgrounding) the Niger Delta 

images would entail the texts reading thus: 

Text 58:  A 10-point demand has been submitted to the Niger Delta Technical 
Committee by a coalition of the Niger Delta militants under the umbrella of 
Joint Revolutionary Council (JRC). 
 
Text 59: The Minister of State for Niger Delta, Elder Godsday Orubebe, who 
has requested for a visit to some of its field commanders in the creeks, was 
yesterday told by the Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) that he is jeopardizing his life by embarking on such trip… 
 
Text 60: The official residence of the Deputy Speaker of the Rivers State 
House of Assembly, Charles Befi, was on Thursday night invaded by gunmen 
suspected to be assassins. 
 
Text 61: A N50 million ransom for the release of Mrs Patricia Asita, wife of a 
federal lawmaker has been demanded by the kidnappers who abducted her in 
Port Harcourt last Sunday. 
 
Text 62: The Rivers State Joint Task Force, at Ogbakiri in Emohua local 
government Area yesterday, rounded up three suspected kidnappers… 
 
Text 63: A new generation bank at Issele-Uku in Delta State was yesterday 
successfully raided by an eight-man armed robbery gang who carted away a 
huge amount of money from the strong room. 
 
Text 64: Men of the Task Force in Rivers State, in its bid to rid Abonema 
Warf/Njemanze parts of the state capital of miscreants and brigands, 
yesterday combed the area when about 10 suspected cultists were arrested. 
 
Text 65: As a result of mistrust, suspicion and disagreement between the 
foreign oil companies and the host oil bearing communities the lingering Niger 
Delta conflict came to the fore in the early 190s….  
 

 

An important point to note here is Kress‟ (1990: 71) view that language can never 

appear by itself, but as the representative of a system of linguistic terms, which 
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themselves reflect the prevailing discursive and ideological systems. The implication 

of the discursive practices employed in constructing the texts analysed, is that no 

news report is ideologically neutral, transparent or “innocent”.  The foregoing shows 

how newspapers promote a particular ideological position through the manipulation 

of language.  

 

4.8  Discussion of the Findings of Critical Discourse Analysis     

Through the foregoing analysis, it has been revealed that there are hidden 

ideological standpoints underlying the Nigerian newspapers‟ representation of the 

Niger Delta. The newspapers display their sympathy for the activities of the Joint 

Military Task Force (JTF) irrespective of the obvious killing of the insurgents and 

civilians. This sympathy is a reflection of some negative assumptions about the Niger 

Delta largely influenced by the newspapers. In representation of the Niger Delta, the 

Nigerian newspapers draw and add to stereotypes of the region. As argued by 

Chiluwa (2011:203), the priority of the Nigerian newspapers at a point, becomes the 

security situation in the region in terms of violence and kidnapping, ignoring perhaps 

the most vital issue of lack of underdevelopment and environmental degradation. 

Unfortunately, to an average Nigerian, the Niger Delta thus becomes synonymous 

with violence, kidnapping, vandalism, agitation and restiveness.  

 

It has been pointed out that one positive way of representing the JTF in the Niger 

Delta crisis is the exaggeration of the armed protests in the region as “war”. The 

insurgents are constructed as a stable military formation at war with the state, 

necessitating the massive deployment of soldiers to the area to engage them in the 

“war‟. The Nigerian newspapers constantly portray the activities of the militias as 

mere criminalities of some hapless gun trotters and kidnappers, thereby justifying the 
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brutal activities of the JTF, seeing its role as imperative. Applying labeling as a 

rhetorical device, the newspapers portray the insurgents negatively using such 

words as “militants”, “gunmen”, “kidnappers”, “miscreants” “criminals” “bandits “and 

“cultists”.  Conversely, the JTF are constantly referred to as “Operation Restore 

Hope” and seen as national heroes. Furthermore, the newspapers employ agency 

attribution in representing the activities of the soldiers as necessary. While positive 

actions are attributed to the soldiers who are constructed as being on a rescue 

mission, acting in self-defence and being victims, the “militants” are always portrayed 

as the aggressors.  

 

The environmental problems in the region which are consequences of oil exploitation 

often result in mild protests by the people. Such protests against this ecological 

degradation and government‟s insensitivity to it, is constructed as “restiveness” 

“unnecessary agitation” and “vandalism” by the “irate” people. The people‟s views 

against some government‟s stands on issues concerning the area are constructed as 

outright opposition to such plans, aimed at developing the region. Furthermore, the 

publications analysed, largely make use of nominalisation (foregrounding) in creating 

negative images about the Niger Delta.  The texts analysed also reveal that that 

Nigerian newspapers adopt very similar language of representation in reporting on 

the Niger Delta, irrespective of where they are based. The implication of this is that 

unlike other similar studies (see Yusha‟u, 2010 and Ijeomah, 2012), Nigerian 

newspapers do not diplay ethic biases in their reportage of the Niger Delta region, 

considering the uniformity in their use of language of representation. 

 

The questions remain why the reports are couched in a particular language of 

presentation. Language is no longer seen as merely reflecting reality about the 
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world, but as central to creating reality. Espousing the centrality of language in 

creating reality, Allan (1998:127) has this to say:  

The language of news can never be ideologically “neutral”. Rather each word 
of the news accounts for a “two-sided-act” in that it is continuously oriented 
towards an addressee, that is, it is conditioned by whose word it is and for 
whom it is meant. The meaning of a word can never be affixed once and for 
all, as it is actively negotiated through the reciprocal relationship between 
addresser and addressee. 

 
 

This study argues that in the framing the reports on the Niger Delta, the possibility of 

journalists exploiting the loophole in Rear‟s (2002) telling elements in constructing 

news is quite high. The foregoing reports on the Niger Delta cannot be said to be 

free from the writers‟ value judgments, use of imagination, and fictional devices. 

Taiwo (2005:218) lends credence to this argument when he states: “the initiation, 

advancement and sustenance of discourse by newspapers are not often devoid of 

some embellishments, determined by their own angle of the story”. Overall, what has 

emerged in the Nigerian print media about the Niger Delta is the representation of a 

region that is bedeviled with many problems, in tandem with the dominant ideologies 

of the region in Nigeria as a society. It is the use of these stereotypes that is 

worrisome, although Fowler (1991:17) argues that underlying Galtung and Ruge‟s 

news values concept are the basic elements of stereotypes. His view brings to the 

fore, the fact that what becomes news and news values are actually a reciprocal 

dialectical process in which stereotypes are the currency of negotiation. Therefore, 

the occurrence of striking events reinforces stereotypes and in reciprocity, the firmer 

the stereotype, the more likely are relevant events to become news.  

  

4.9 Visual Text Analysis 

In the visual text component of newspaper representation of the Niger Delta, is also 

the presence of the created “reality” of an area that is bedeviled by militancy, for 
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instance. Within news discourses, photographs offer “true image” of the world, 

authenticate stories as well as increase the validity or believability of such stories 

(Barthes 1972, 1977; Hall, 1981). By representing the ideological dimensions of 

news messages and offering themselves as literal visual transcriptions of the “real” 

world, it is possible that news photos sustain the ideology of unbiased and objective 

journalism. Nigerian newspapers employ this device in reporting on the Niger Delta 

as exemplified by the photograph which accompanies the story on page 18 of 

Sunday Vanguard of July 13, 2008 headlined “Royal fathers behind kidnapping in N-

Delta uncovered”. A similar photograph is used in the story with the headline, 

“Militants present 10-point demand to N-Delta Committee” (Saturday, Vanguard, 

October 18, 2008 p. 12).  



 107 

 

 



 108 

 

   

 



 109 

The device is used to “impose meaning at a stroke”. The photograph of a set of 

masked “militants” armed to the teeth, is used in the stories to signify how deadly 

(denotative meaning of the photo) those in the picture are. Barthes (1977: 16) refers 

to this as “denoted message” or “literal reality” and notes that the image is not the 

reality itself. He further suggests that to impose a second meaning (the connotative 

meaning) on the photo the production of the photograph needs to be considered: 

For the press photograph which apparently is not imitation but suggests 
reality, connotation cannot readily be grasped at the level of the message. It 
can however be already inferred from certain phenomenon which occur at the 
level of production… On the one hand, the press photograph is an object that 
has been worked on, chosen, composed, constructed, treated according to 
professional aesthetic or ideological norms which are so many factors of 
connotation. 

 

A critical examination of the photograph, using Barthes‟  suggested production of it 

(choice, technical treatment, framing, layout) or Nixon‟s (1997) code of casting as 

analytical framework, could reveal that there is somewhat manipulation in the use of 

the photographs of the masked men. The “militants” appear so orderly arranged to 

face the camera. It suggests that they are very much aware of their being 

photographed. It is obvious that they were not just “out there” but “assembled‟ and 

positioned to achieve some effects.  

 

Similar photographs are used in other reports such as “Niger Delta militants won‟t 

disband” (Sunday, Vanguard, November 23, 2008 p. 15) and “The Oil War” (The 

Guardian, Saturday September 20). 

 

4.10 Textual Thrust 

Critical evaluation of the reports on the Niger Delta reveals a great deal of detailed 

treatment of issues by the sampled publications. Most of the write-ups especially 

features, opinions and editorials have analytic and interpretative depth, bringing to 
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the fore, the ideologies lying behind their construction. This is evidenced in a report 

on page 9 of Saturday Vanguard, September 20, 2008 headlined “Oil War: No end in 

sight”. The story which spills over to the next page has the following riders: “We „ll 

not listen this time around…” says MEND, “Clark begs, wants Okah released”, 

“Nigeria‟s oil export falls, loses 600,000 bpd” “Okumagba may be appointed N‟Delta 

minister”. Even a cursory look at this headline and the riders shows that the piece 

delves into various aspects of the current issues bothering on the region. The 

opening paragraph reads thus: 

Rebuffed by Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta (MEND), the 
region‟s elders led by the Ijaw leader, Chief Edwin Clark are begging for 
peace. Minister of Special Duties (Presidency), Elder Godsday Orubebe 
swore that the Yar‟Adua government meant well for the Niger Delta. And in 
order not to miss the target, Chief Clark and other Niger Delta elders have 
spread their tentacles since Tuesday night , calling some of the militant 
leaders on phone and appealing to them to hold fire and give the Federal 
Government a chance to execute its agenda for the region with the new 
Ministry. The octogenarian had confirmed to newsmen at his country home, 
Kiagbodo in Delta State the next day, Tuesday, September 16, that he had 
very useful interaction with some of the MEND leaders and was proceeding to 
Abuja afterwards to meet with President Yar‟Adua on the way forward.  

 

In its front page lead, The Guardian, Tuesday, June 3, 2008 carried a news item with 

the headline: “Niger Delta crisis is real danger, says Eso”. The over 1000-worded  

report gives details of what transpired at the sitting of the Rivers State Truth and 

Reconciliation Commission chaired by an eminent jurist, Justice Kayode Eso. The 

story opens with the following paragraph: 

Eminent jurist, Justice Kayode Eso, yesterday placed on the front burner the 
lingering crisis in the Niger Delta and its implications for national stability. Eso 
who is the chairman of the Rivers State Truth and Reconciliation Commission, 
warned that any attempt to pay lip service to the conflict by the various 
stakeholders, could spell doom for the country.   

 

There are many other examples of write-ups on the Niger Delta in the newspapers 

analyzed to illustrate the in-depth treatment of issues bothering on the region. The 

following are the headlines of some of the reports (see appendix ix): 
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 “Niger Delta: Our Agenda For The Summit” (The Guardian, Sunday, July 13, 

2008 front page),  

 “Militants Challenge Yar‟Adua: Two things will end your nightmare” 

(Vanguard, Sunday October 12, 2008 front page),  

 “We are poised to re-write the history of Niger Delta – Akpabio (Daily Trust, 

Tuesday, April 8, 2008 p. 49), 

 OIL WAR; MEND shuns N‟Delta Elders, (Vanguard, Saturday, September 20, 

2008 front page),  

 “Goodbye Bakassi” (Vanguard, Thursday, August 14, 2008 front page), 

“Goodbye Bakassi” (Daily Trust, Thursday, August 14, 2008 front page),  

 “Bakassi Peninsula…going…” (The Guardian, Thursday, August 14, 2008 p. 

8),  

 Security Beefed Up As Bakassi Goes To Cameroon (Leadership, Thursday, 

August 14, 2008 front page), 

 “Niger Deltans are parasites too” (Leadership, Tuesday, August 12, 200, p. 

18),  

  “Niger Delta: Time to act” (Daily Trust, May 22, 2008) , 

 “Why Nigeria will criminalize oil theft in N-Delta – Maduekwe” (Vanguard, 

Saturday, October 18, 2008 p. 4), 

 “I have a win-win formula for the Niger Delta – Idika Kalu (Vanguard, 

Wednesday, September 10, 2008 p. 42),  

 Elite Not Responsible For Niger Delta Militancy – Graham Douglas 

(Leadership, Sunday, January 13, 2008 p. 20), 

 Niger Delta Ministry, a waste of resources – Shehu Sani (Daily Trust, Saurday 

September 20, 2008 p. 53).  
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4.11  Headline Evaluation 

Newspaper headlines basically grade the news, sell it, summarize it and help draw 

readers‟ attention to it. They particularly reveal the social, cultural and national 

representations circulating in a society at any given time.  Taiwo (2005) observes: 

Newspaper headlines are a rich source of information about the field of 
cultural reference and they can be sometimes difficult to understand 
especially when the reader cannot recognize the field, allusions, issues and 
cultural references necessary to decode the content. The reader must 
understand enough about what has been going on recently in the setting of 
the news i.e. the reality that is assumed to be widespread in the society at that 
particular time. 

 
Expectedly, all the items in the sampled publications have headlines, since headlines 

act as forerunners to news reports.  The types of headlines identified in the 

newspapers sampled for the study include: plain headlines, speech headlines, 

headlines with pointers (riders), question headlines, alarm-raising headlines and 

label headlines. 

Plain Headline (Straight Headline): This expresses a single idea or more and is 

couched in a simple statement often using distinct and short words. This type of 

headline dominates the reports published by the newspapers used for the study. For 

example:  Police nab kidnappers, others in A/Ibom (Daily Trust, Friday, July 4, 2008 

p. 9). Bayelsa SSG‟s wife narrates ordeal with kidnappers (Daily Trust, August 12, 

2008 p. 2). MEND threatens war (The Guardian, Tuesday, December 30, 2008 p. 4). 

Militants meet over Okah (Vanguard, Friday, March 7, 2008 p. 11).  JTF Nabs Oil 

Thieves (Leadership, Sunday, July 13, 2008 front page).  

Speech Headline: This type of headline uses either direct or reported speech of the 

news source whose name is placed after such a speech.  The following are some 

examples: “I watched as snipers killed six kidnappers” - Bayelsa SSG‟s wife 

(Vanguard, Tuesday, August 12, 2008 p. 10). “Why we struck on Sunday” - MEND 
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(Vanguard, Tuesday, February 5, 2008 p. 6). “Niger Delta gives me nightmares” - 

Yar‟Adua (Sunday Vanguard, October 5, 2008 front page). “Why Niger Delta Summit 

must hold” - FG (Daily Trust, Friday, July 4, 2008 front page). “Political loses of Niger 

Delta crisis unquantifiable” - Comrade Onjeh (Weekly Trust, Saturday November 1, 

2008 p.51). 

Quotation Headline: In this type of headline, quotation marks are used to show that 

a word is being used outside its normal meaning. Examples include: The “Oil War” 

(The Guardian Saturday, September 20, 2008 p. 9) “Niger Delta Issue requires 

Global attention” (The Guardian, Sunday, November 9 2008 p. 29). “We need to talk 

over Niger Delta issues (The Guardian, Wednesday, July 16, 2008 p.17). “Niger 

Delta crisis not threat to tourism in Nigeria” (Sunday Vanguard, July 13, 2008 p. 20). 

“The Niger Delta Needs Fund-raising Summit” (The Guardian, Sunday, October 5, 

2008 p. 6).  

Question Headline: Also known as curiosity headline, are headlines couched in 

form of questions meant to arouse the readers‟ emotion about the issue addressed, 

for instance: The Niger Delta: Crisis or Opportunity? (The Guardian, Sunday, July 

13, 2008 p.27). French hostages in Bakassi: Who negotiates with militants? 

(Vanguard, Thursday, November 13, 2008 p. 47). 

Alarm-raising Headline: This type of headline uses one or more words to create in 

the reader, the awareness of the context in which the comments that follow are being 

made. This type of headline normally has two parts: the given information and the 

comments that follow. Such headlines are: Lulu-Briggs: Kidnappers demand N200m 

ransom (Vanguard, Friday, February 8, 2008 front page). Obong‟s Stool: New Obong 

May Face Committal Proceedings (Leadership, Monday, may 12, 2008 p. 28). 

Label Headline: This type of headline which is more or less an identification device 
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used in designating particular write-ups or news stories, performs a labeling function 

as the name implies. The following are examples of label headlines identified in the 

texts published by the newspapers: As South South Gathers….(Vanguard, 

Wednesday, August 6, 2008). Reform Plan For Niger Delta (The Guardian, Sunday, 

January 13, 2008 p.55). The Niger Delta conflict (The Guardian, Monday, July 21, 

2008 p. 79). Illegal Refineries (Vanguard, Tuesday, September 23, 2008).  

 

Table 2, shows the types of headlines employed by the newspapers in signposting 

their reports. 

Table 2: Types of Headlines  

Type No % 

Plain 1064 75.08 

Quotation 7 0.49 

Speech 167 11.78 

Labe 28 1.97 

Question 2 0.14 

Alarm-Raising 146 10.30 

Others 3 0.21 

Total 1417 100 

 

As shown in the table, plain headlines dominate the Nigerian newspaper space, 

accounting for 1064 (75%) of the headlines of the sampled publications. Plain 

headlines are conventional and equally short.  This justifies why editors have 

preference for them. Its conciseness satisfies the editors‟ constrain for space. This is 

followed by speech headlines which constitutes 11.78%. The use of the speech 

headlines is very significant since news is woven around personalities whose speech 

matter to the press. Sometimes these speeches are used to arouse the reader‟s 

emotion towards a particular issue.  There are 146 (10.3%) alarm-raising headlines 
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while label headlines account for 28 (1.97%) of the total headlines published by the 

newspapers sampled for the study. As can be seen, there are only 7 quotation 

headlines, amounting to 0.49% and 3 headlines categorized as “others” as well as  2 

(0.14%) question headlines. 

 

In casting headlines on stories published about Niger Delta, Nigerian newspapers 

assume readers‟ knowledge of certain fields of cultural reference and presupposed 

elements. There are preponderance of the use of words and acronyms like oil, war, 

crisis, militants, JTF, MEND, MOSOP, etc in the reports. For instance, it takes 

someone who is abreast with the happenings in the region to decode the message in 

the headline: 

Oil War:  

 

MEND shuns N’Delta Elders. 

Clark begs. 

10 militants feared dead in fresh MEND, JTF shootout. 

 Okumagba may be appointed N‟Delta minister.  

 

Ibori sues for Peace (Guardian, Saturday, September 20, 2008 p.9). This headline 

presupposes that the reader is aware of the armed confrontation between a 

combined government troops made up of the army, navy and air force called Joint 

Military Task Force (JTF) and some groups of armed youths in the Niger Delta. The 

headline expects the reader to be aware that one of such militia is called Movement 

for the Emancipation of Niger Delta (MEND). The headline presupposes that the 

reader is aware that the armed youths are also referred to as “militants”.The reader 

is also presumed to have known that the reason for the armed confrontation is the 

issue of who should control the oil resources in the Niger Delta which the armed 
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youths claim belongs to them.  This also implies that to decode the headline: “JTF 

Nabs Oil Thieves” (Leadership, Sunday, July 13, 2008 front page), the reader needs 

to know what JTF signifies and its connection with those referred to as oil thieves.  

 

4.12  Analysis of Focus Group Discussion (FGD) 

As can be seen from the foregoing content and critical discourse analytical 

approaches, there is high level of visibility of the Niger Delta in the Nigerian 

newspapers while the images of the regions in the newspapers have remained 

largely negative, bringing to the fore, the country‟s dominant ideologies of the region. 

This study employed a triangulated research design and the essence of engaging in 

the third approach, focus group discussion, was for the purpose of testing out the 

researcher‟s readings of the published texts through critical discourse analysis, with 

a view to either corroborating them fully or partially or otherwise. Three separate 

focus group discussions were held. The session with each group made up of seven 

participants lasted for over two hours. A huge amount of materials to work with was 

generated at the end of the exercise. Only excerpts from the transcripts that illustrate 

the thrust of the study were used as all the materials generated could not be possibly 

used. It is imperative to point out that the use to which the materials were put could 

not have been the best or the only one. The used materials were examined in a way 

that would enable the researcher to establish a link between what had emerged as 

findings from the content and critical discuss analyses and what the focus groups 

said. As the group discussion progressed, it was found out that few of the 

participants had traveled to the Niger Delta while the vast majority had not. For most 

of them, therefore, all they knew about the Niger Delta emanated mainly from the 

mass media- print and electronic- as can be seen in the discussions:  
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Ejike:  What is your understanding of the term “Niger Delta? 

Christian. By the Nigerian context, it refers to the oil producing area of the 
country, which is mostly riverine. 
Stanley: The Niger Delta refers to the nine states that produce oil in this 
country. The area is neglected and impoverished. It is like the goose that lays 
the golden egg but is never fed well (Owerri, November 5, 2011). 
Akaya: My understanding of the term “Niger Delta” is that it is the part of the 
country where you have the deposit of crude oil. It is the oil-rich area of the 
country. The Niger Delta is an important area to the country because it 
produces the wealth of the nation.  
Isiaka: Niger Delta is the part of the country where we have mineral oil 
resources. Economically, the place is very significant to the country and even 
the whole world because other parts of the world buy oil from us (Owerri, 
November 19, 2011).  
Amfani: The Niger Delta, to the best of my knowledge is like the Middle Belt. 
It is a geo-political area made up of some states. The area also produces oil 
which is the main source of wealth of the nation. 
 Muktar: I know that the term “Niger Delta” refers to the nine oil producing 
states of the federation.  The area is economically important to Nigeria 
because that is where we have the country‟s oil deposit (Abuja, May 4, 2013) 
Ejike: How did you get to know about this? 
Christian: Through the media of course (others, agreeing with him).  

Stanley: If you travel to the areas you will see it. (Owerri, November 5, 20110) 

Akaya: We get the news from the mass media like newspapers, TV and so on 
(others concurring). Even some people who went to the place have seen how 
the place is (Owerri, November 19, 2011).  
Amfani: I get to know about the happenings in the place through the media 
which carry news about the area. The press told the whole world about what 
is happening in the Niger Delta. I have also been to Port Harcourt because my 
brother works in the NNPC (Abuja, May 4, 2013). 

 
 
From the above discussion, it is clear that much of what the audience knows about 

the Niger Delta come from the media. This is recognition of the potency of the media 

in creating reality and sustaining ideology.  All the participants appeared to be aware 

of the way the Niger Delta region are generally represented/perceived within the 

Nigerian culture and beyond. Some responses were however based on the 

participants‟ direct observation. Nevertheless, it was clear from the discussions that 

though experience sometimes may challenge pervasive dominant ideologies, it does 

not necessarily prevail (Kitzingner, 1999:117). Such doubt over the “reality” of media 

messages was vividly expressed thus: 
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Attan: Everywhere you go people talk about the area based on what they 
read in the press. The media should be blamed for some of these things they 
write because they can as well talk about other issues like community life, 
culture and so on. Not crime, crime every time. 
Toju: But be that as it may, you know, the issue is that most of the write-ups 
are negative and some of these reports are exaggerated sometimes. It is like 
journalists emphasize crises in the Niger Delta. I think they deliberately do this 
to sell their papers. (Owerri, November 5, 2011).  
Akaya: But I have friends from the area who say that these things happened, 
but not always. Apart from newspaper reports, I think it is a place worth 
staying in (Owerri, November 19, 2011) 
Amfani: When I visited Port Harcourt, before I could drive to any place with 
my brother, we got to be sure before we move; just to be sure if there is 
shooting anywhere. But the place is not always like that (Abuja, May 4, 2013). 

 
The participants‟ general cynicism about media contents not withstanding, it was 

established through the discussions that, as kitzinger (1999:117) observed, in 

practice, media messages are still accepted at least in some areas of their thinking.  

Kitzinger cited in Omenugha (2005:13) advises that “it is important to note that 

cultural representations and media coverage of issues are not homogeneous”. 

People may consume different messages and they may also challenge one 

representation by drawing on another. Even while challenging some media 

representations, the participants could not but fall back to others as they 

continuously draw from them, regarding the messages as “reality” as can be 

deduced from the following discussion. They chorused their views on the level of 

attention the Nigerian newspapers give to the region: 

Ejike: How visible is the Niger Delta in the Nigerian Media? 

Christian: I am convinced that the Niger Delta is quite visible in the Nigerian 
print media. This visibility is explained by the series of actions government 
has taken on the area, like the creation of various bodies saddled with the 
responsibility of developing the place. The Nigerian print media have given 
the place so much attention that a particular newspaper even chooses its 
name as Niger Delta Standard.  

Victor: The people should thank the media for projecting them. All the 
attention government gives to the region is as a result of the projection the 
media give to the area. The media give the area more attention than they give 
to other parts of the country. Mention Nigeria at the international scene and 
the area that comes to mind is the Niger Delta.  
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Toju: The stories are quite visible even in the internet. I would say that 
comparatively, it is like the Niger Delta has received adequate coverage from 
the Nigeria media. On plain term, I can say that the papers have done well 
(Owerri, November 5, 2011). 
 Akaya: I can say that the place is adequately covered in the newspapers. Tv 
cover them also and radio. Before now a lot of attention is in the area but now 
you can see that it is more on Boko Haram.   
Isiaka: To me, newspapers cover the Niger Delta adequately. We get a lot in 
the newspapers because of their information. Daily Trust is just as good as 
The Nation, both cover everywhere in the country. I believe that newspapers 
cover the place very well. But now, most of the stories now are about Boko 
Haram. It is the in-thing now.    
Elijah: Newspapers actually cover Niger Delta well, maybe because people 
from the place are working in the newspapers more. I don‟t know whether 
they do that because of the oil in the place. I think attention should be given to 
other parts of the country too. (Owerri, November 19, 2011).  
Amfani: As I said Nigerian newspapers carry news about the area. I think the 
media write a lot about the people of the area, how the people want 
government to develop the area because they are suffering. 
Danladi: From the papers I read, I think the press has given them enough 
coverage. I can say that the press has actually projected the Niger Delta to 
the outside world more that it has done to any other section of the country 
(Abuja, May 4, 2013) 
 

 

 
This general agreement by the participants on the level of attention the Nigerian 

newspapers give to the Niger Delta is a legitimisation of the researcher‟s finding 

through the content analytical approach, that there is high visibility of the region in 

the Nigerian press.   

 

Although the level of visibility of the Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers is high, 

the participants seemed quite convinced that majority of the reports are negative. 

The discussants seemed to share similar interpretations of the images of the Niger 

Delta in the media. They expressed their feelings in strong terms about the media 

representation of the region:  

Ejike: What kinds of stories do newspapers often carry about the Niger Delta? 

Christian: The stories about the area reflect all that I have said earlier. 
Everything about the Niger Delta is in the negative. Even a good story by 
Governor Rotimi Amechi for instance, will always be written in such a way that 
it appears negative in the long run. You find out that most of the stories focus 



 120 

on negative things. If not kidnapping, it is oil bunkering or anything in that 
family.  

Stanley: I am attracted to headlines such as “Youths vandalize oil pipelines”, 
“Militants clash with JTF again in Port Harcourt”, “FG grants amnesty to Niger 
Delta militants” and so on. Most of the stories emanating from the area are 
like that. The kinds of stories and the news photos about the Niger Delta are 
on terror, disintegration and warfare. In short, they are more of negative 
stories.  

Attan: Stories about the Niger Delta are peculiar. There is no week or day 
that you do not have stories centred on crime, oil and gas as well as conflicts 
between companies and host communities. You read stories about 
government palliative measures, neglect, marginalization and suffering. The 
people there are highly volatile. To be on the conservative side, about 70 per 
cent of the stories emanating from the area are negative. 

Victor: Stories you come across about the Niger Delta are terrifying. They are 
mostly stories about a people who feel grossly marginalized and bad that a lot 
of wealth comes from their area and nothing happens there. You have stories 
about terrible health conditions. All put together, you have more of negative 
stories on the Niger Delta; stories on oil spills, aggression and the like. 
(Owerri, November 5, 2011)  

Akaya: When you read about the Niger Delta, the stories that you see most 
are stories on violence, kidnapping and how they demand ransom. Other 
reports are those that talk about the marginalization of the people of the area. 
You often see these pictures of militant carrying guns and wearing masks. 

Isiaka: There are often stories on environment, cultism and other crisis. 
Another is stories on the ways their leaders mismanage their resources meant 
for development. I also read mostly about agitation by the people; the way 
they do to oil companies in their area, kidnapping, killings and so on.  There is 
a lot of disagreement there because of the kind of money you see there. You 
don‟t have any other interesting stories about the place. 
Akaazua: Stories you see about the Niger Delta are stories on political 
tussles. The people are canvassing for positions by all means. Sometimes I 
read sports but most of the time, it is dominant cases of kidnapping stories, 
rapes, violence and fighting. 
Audu: Most of the stories focus on militancy, kidnapping, pipelines 
vandalism, petitions and communal clashes. It is always about bad stories 
(Owerri, November 19, 2011). 
 Isah: When you pick any newspaper, the kind of stories you always read 
about the Niger Delta are those on oil exploitation and militancy. Kidnapping 
also make headlines and crises involving youths and their elders at times. 
Zainab: Stories about youths‟ restiveness, militants and kidnapping are what 
you normally read about the Niger Delta and such stories are so disturbing. 
These things are terrible. See what is happening in Baga and other parts of 
the northern states now. 
Danladi: When you read newspapers you always see negative reports written 
about the area. You read stories about militants fighting with soldiers and how 
the youths abduct oil workers or politicians or even their relatives (Abuja, May, 
4, 2013). 
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It is to be noted that just as Bell (1999) and Taiwo (2005) have observed, even when 

the audience believe what they read about the Niger Delta they still express some 

reservations, suggesting their suspicion of the possibility of embellishments in the 

news: 

Christian: Even a good story by Governor Rotimi Amechi, for instance, will 
always be written in such a way that it appears negative in the long run. 
Toju: It is like journalists emphasize crises in the Niger Delta. I think they 
deliberately do this to sell their papers. (Owerri, November 5, 2011). 
Akaya: Apart from newspaper reports, I think it is a place worth staying in 
(Owerri, November 19, 2011). 
Amfani: But the place is not always like that. 
Isah: I don‟t think everybody there is as bad as the press write. 
 (Abuja, May 4, 2013). 

 
 

The created negative “reality” of the Niger Delta through the framing of reports, is 

affirmed by participants‟ responses to a question on the depicted images of the 

region by the newspapers thus: 

 Ejike: What image of the Niger Delta do you have from what you read in 

newspapers?  

Christian: The media portray the Niger Delta as a place where militants 
operate, a place abandoned by government, a place where oil is produced, a 
place of poverty and a place where people live in shanties. Yet if you go there, 
you will still see that there are some beautiful places in the area. 

Stanley: The images created by the media reports are very horrible and 
negative. 

Attan: Obviously the image of Niger Delta is that of deprived people, people 
subjected to a hell of hardship, an undeveloped area, difficult terrain, polluted 
environment and violence-prone area. It has a picture of very restive people, 
people just sitting idle and waiting for oil companies and government to do 
everything for them. 

Victor: The press has actually misrepresented the Niger Delta. Based on 
newspaper reports, the picture any newspaper reader has in his head is that 
of a rejected, dejected and abandoned people (Owerri, November 5, 2011). 

 Akaya: I have not been to the Niger Delta before, but the stories I read about 
the place are scaring. They portray there as a place you can‟t walk freely on 
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the street; a place you can‟t sleep with your two eyes closed, because you 
might be kidnapped.  
Isiaka: The newspaper image of the people is that they are always 
disagreeing because government doesn‟t meet up with their demands. 
Akaazua: My perception of the place based on what I read, is that though the 
people have oil, yet they are suffering. The Ogonis, for instance, have no 
source of drinking water because of pollution. Another is that the people want 
to control their resources and that is why they vandalize pipelines.      
Audu: The image of the Niger Delta is that of a “no-go area”. The people are 
painted as being hostile, violent, difficult to control, non-tolerant and 
uneducated. On the whole, the region is portrayed in bad light.  
 Danzaria: Stories that emanate from the Niger Delta are mostly negative. My 
perception of the place is that there is no peace in the area (November 19, 
2011).  
Amfani:  Honestly, most stories about the place still bounce back to oil. The 
image is bad; it is like there is a war raging in the place. There is serious 
fighting in the riverine areas.  
Isah: The issue is that most of the write-ups are negative. As you can see 
from the stories you gave us to read, they are mostly negative. The image of 
the Niger Delta is bad because the people are violent and always agitating 
Zainab:  The Niger Delta is portrayed in so much bad light and that has 
actually affected the area. People dreaded going there some years back 
because of that. The place seems to be controlled by militants and 
kidnappers.  
Danladi: It can be said that the newspapers actually made Niger Delta to look 
like a place where people cannot live. The place is synonymous with violence 
due to the stories they publish (Abuja, May 4, 2013). 

  
It is interesting to observe that as participants negotiate and re-negotiate media 

messages on the Niger Delta, they also give other “readings” to some of the images 

as expressed in the following dialogue: 

Ejike: What do you make out of these struggles and agitations by the people 
of the Niger Delta? 
Christian: To me, their struggle is worthwhile. This is a people whose land 
produces the wealth of the nation yet, they have nothing to show for it. I think 
they are asserting their right. 
Stanley: The people‟s agitation is justifiable. Their environment has been 
ruined but government has failed to give them the required attention. 
Attan: The people I can say are asserting themselves. They are demanding 
for their rights. 
Victor: I feel the people are right in what they are doing. Government has 
neglected them and in Nigeria if you don‟t fight for your right nobody will do it 
for you. 
Toju: The action of the Niger Delta youths is to a large extent, justifiable. 
Government doesn‟t bother about their welfare and the oil companies are not 
interested in their affairs and that is why they resorted to arm struggle (Owerri, 
November 5, 2011).  
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Akaazua: I think the people want to control their resources and that is why 
they vandalize pipelines. 
Audu: I think they must be peaceful but they go into violence because 
government does not give them what they want. They try to defend their right. 
I don‟t look at them as bad people. 
Danzaria: The people are just asserting their right, that‟s how I see it. They 
are marginalized and want empowerment (Owerri, November 19, 2011).  
Amfani: Ordinarily we may see them as aggressive. … They are fighting a 
good course; some parts of the area are irritating because of the 
environment.. You wonder how they survive; we are all human beings.  
Isah: This struggle was caused by something. Government abandoned the 
environment for so long. This country has produced oil for over 5o years now 
everybody is suffering. 
Zainab:  Everything about their struggle or restiveness bothers on the fact 
that they feel abandoned by government, yet the nation‟s wealth comes from 
the place. If government can develop the area there will be less trouble there.  
Danladi: As I said before, the people are complaining of their neglect and are 
asking for compensation .  
 
 

   As can be seen from the responses of the two groups of discussants from the 

north (interviewed in Owerri, on November 19, 2011 and Abuja on May 4, 2013), 

there was no difference in their responses to all the questions posed to them during 

the sessions. For instance, when asked how they felt about the struggles and 

agitations by the people of the Niger Delta, they gave their answers in very similar 

expressions thus: 

 Akaazua: I think the people want to control their resources and that is why 
they vandalize pipelines. 
Audu: I think they must be peaceful but they go into violence because 
government does not give them what they want. They try to defend their right. 
I don‟t look at them as bad people. 
Danzaria: The people are just asserting their right, that‟s how I see it. They 
are marginalized and want empowerment (Owerri, November 19, 2011).  
Amfani: Ordinarily we may see them as aggressive. … They are fighting a 
good course; some parts of the area are irritating because of the 
environment.. You wonder how they survive; we are all human beings.  
Isah: This struggle was caused by something. Government abandoned the 
environment for so long. This country has produced oil for over 5o years now 
everybody is suffering. 
Zainab:  Everything about their struggle or restiveness bothers on the fact 
that they feel abandoned by government, yet the nation‟s wealth come from 
the place. If government can develop the area there will be less trouble there.  
Danladi: As I said before, the people are complaining of their neglect and are 
asking for compensation (Abuja, May 4, 2013). 
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From such views expressed by the two groups which also tallied with those 

representing the south, it was clear that the residential locations of the groups from 

the north did not have any colouration on their perception/interpretations of media 

messages from the Niger Delta. The position of this study on this is that, peharps, it 

was because one of the groups representing the north (i.e.NYSC members) had not 

stayed more than three months in Owerri at the time of the discussion.  

 
4.13  Comparative Analysis of Findings/Discussion of Research Questions 
 
This study adopted a triangulated research design comprising Content Analysis, 

Critical Discourse Analysis and Focus Group Discussion. As stated earlier, 

triangulation guarantees confidence about results because it minimizes the 

inadequacies of a single-method research. In triangulation, the flaw(s) of one method 

is the strength(s) of another. Denzin (1989:244) states that by combining 

procedures/techniques, the researcher can utilize the strength of each while 

overcoming their unique deficiencies. According Weyers, Strydom & Huisamen 

(2011: 210), triangulation ensures comprehensiveness and completeness of the 

research, enhances ability to confirm trends, identifies inconsistencies and improves 

the reliability and validity of findings. In this section attempt is made to compare the 

findings of the three methods of investigation adopted, with a view to bringing out the 

unanimity or differences/variants therein. The section seeks to assess the extent of 

the presence of patriotism or bias in the Nigeria newspapers‟ reports on the Niger 

Delta. Ultimately, this section evaluates whether the findings of the study have been 

able to answer the research questions. 
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4.13.1 Unanimity on Visibility of the Niger Delta in Nigerian newspapers 

Through the content analytical procedures, the region‟s visibility in Nigerian 

newspapers was investigated in respect of topics covered, positioning/placement of 

the reports published, as well as length/depth of the write-ups. Evaluation of the 

topics covered showed that the Niger Delta featured prominently in reports on 

infrastructure, health, education, crime, environment, living, business, recreation and 

politics. In terms of coverage focus, this is a good spread. Out of the 6274 published 

items on the country comprising six political zones, 1417 (22.58%) was devoted to 

the Niger Delta (see table 1). This extent of coverage which is quite significant shows 

high level of visibility. Concerning positioning of the write-ups, the fact that 841 

(79.8%) of reports on the Niger Delta were short and straight news and 1265 

(89.3%) of the published items were tucked in the inside pages does not negate the 

high visibility of the region in the newspapers. This is because it is a standard 

practice in the print media to have bulk of the news contents in the inside pages as 

against the front page that most often introduces such stories. 

 

This high visibility of the region in the country‟s newspapers was also corroborated 

by the audience. During the discussions held with the focus groups, members gave 

responses that supported the result of the content analysis  such as: “the Nigerian 

print media have given the place so much attention that a particular newspaper even 

chose its name as Niger Delta Standard,” “I am convinced that the Niger Delta is 

quite visible in the Nigerian print media,” “the people should thank the media for 

projecting them,” “all the attention government gives to the region is as a result of the 

projection the media give to the area,” “mention Nigeria at the international scene 

and the area that comes to mind is the Niger Delta” (Owerri, November 5, 2011). 

Other similar comments include: “I think the media write a lot about the people of the 
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area and how the people want government to develop the area because they are 

suffering,” “I can say that the press has actually projected the Niger Delta to the 

outside world more that it has done to any other section of the country,” (Abuja, May 

4, 2013). From this, it can be seen that research question 1: “how visible is the Niger 

Delta region in the Nigerian newspapers?” has been clearly answered. 

 

4.13.2 Unanimity on Directional Focus of Reports on the Niger Delta 

There is glaring evidence of unanimity in the results arrived at through the three 

methods adopted, in terms of the directional focus of the Nigerian newspapers‟ 

reports on the Niger Delta. The content analysis revealed that a larger number of 

published items 852 (60.1%) portrayed the region in unfavourable terms (see figure 

4). Stories on crimes such as killings, kidnapping, robbery and other negative ones 

including vandalism and violent protests were found to have dominated in the 

publications.  

 

In the same vein, the critical discourse analysis of the published items revealed three 

prevalent themes that constantly formed the central focus of the reports: 

violence/war, kidnapping/abduction and insatiability/restiveness/agitation/vandalism. 

In constructing the Niger Delta as a violent and war-ravaged area, the newspapers 

had reports with headlines such as: “Oil War: “MEND Shuns N‟Delta Elders, 10 fear 

dead in MEND, JTF shootout….” (Vanguard Saturday, September 20, 2008 front 

page); 15 corpses recovered from bonny waters” (Leadership Tuesday, August 14, 

2008 p. 14); “Militants attack JTF in bid to recover seized crude” (Vanguard, 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 10); “4 killed as JTF, Militants clash in Rivers” (Daily 

Trust, Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8). This image of war-torn region was amplified in 

the bodies of the story where labels and expressions like “militants,” gunmen,” “gun 
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battle,” “attack,”  “ceasefire,” “invasion” etc were freely used (see texts 1-14).  In 

representing the region as an area dominated by kidnappers, the newspapers were 

also awash with headlines such as: “Gunmen kidnap two toddlers in Rivers” (The 

Guardian, Monday, July 21, 2008 p. 8); “Bayelsa SSG‟s wife narrates ordeal with 

kidnappers (Daily Trust, Tuesday, August 12, 2008, p. 2); “Armed thugs abduct 

female magistrate in Warri” (Vanguard, Friday, September 26, 2008 p. 10). This 

image of criminality equally ran through the bodies of the stories, leaving the 

audience with the impression that the act of kidnapping was the only business of the 

youths of the Niger Delta region (see texts 15-23). The complaint by the Niger Delta 

people against the ecological degradation of the region and government‟s 

insensitivity to it was constructed as “insatiability”, “restiveness” and “unnecessary 

agitation” on the part of the people who also vandalised public property and engaged 

in endless communal clashes. This theme was clearly shown in headlines such as: 

“Clark gives conditions for talks with FG” (Sunday Vanguard of July 13, 2008, p. 10); 

“Group Expresses Lack of Confidence In NDDC” (Leadership Sunday, December 30, 

2008 p. 7); “Ogulagha youths chase Agip workers from flow stations…”(Vanguard, 

Friday, March 7, 2008 p. 10) and amplified in the bodies of the stories (see texts 24-

39).    

 

In affirming the negativity in the Nigerian print media output on the Niger Delta, one 

of the members of the audience stated: “everything about the Niger Delta is in the 

negative; if not kidnapping, it is oil bunkering… Another said:  “there is no week or 

day that you do not have stories centred on crime, oil and gas as well as conflicts 

between companies and host communities” (Owerri, November 5, 2011). “You read 

stories about militants fighting with soldiers and how the youths abduct oil workers or 

politicians or even their relatives,” was yet another contribution from a participant 
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during the discussion held in Abuja on May 4, 2013. One discussant also remarked: 

“there are often stories on environment, cultism … stories on the ways their leaders 

mismanage their resources… (Owerri, November 19, 2011). It has equally been 

shown through the foregoing analysis that research question 2 which sought to 

ascertain whether Nigerian newspapers construct the Niger Delta positively or 

negatively has been answered. As stated earlier, the three methods of investigation 

were unanimous in their findings on this. This priority for oddity is however supported 

by Braham‟ (1982) view that the media privilege the negative in the news. 

 

Flowing from the directional focus of the stories as shown through the content and 

critical discourse analyses of the publications, are the interpretations of the images 

of the region by the audience. Research question 3 was designed to find out the 

dominant images of the Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers. The finding was that 

the hegemonic images of the Niger Delta in the newspapers are those of a crisis-

torn, heavily militarised and underdeveloped area, inhabited by a restive, violent and 

criminally-minded people who feel grossly marginalized. A member of the focus 

group succinctly put it this way: “based on what I read, is like though the people have 

oil, but yet they are suffering”. Another said: “my perception of the place is that there 

is no peace in the area.” One participant also noted: “the images created by the 

media reports are very horrible and negative while one of them commented thus: 

“the picture any reader has in his head is that of a rejected, dejected and abandoned 

people (Owerri, November 5, 2011). One other member remarked: “it is like there is 

a war raging in the place; there is serious fighting in the riverine areas” (Abuja, May 

4, 2013) 
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4.13.3 Difference/Variant 

Negative stories dominated the Nigerian newspapers‟ reportage of the Niger Delta 

region, as shown by the various methods of investigation. The content analysis as 

well as the critical discourse analysis revealed preponderance of stories on crimes 

such as killings, kidnapping, robbery and other negative ones, including vandalism 

and violent protests. The focus group equally confirmed this in their responses on 

the kinds of reports they mostly found in newspapers about the Niger Delta. 

According to Louw (2001) cited in Omenugha (2011:31), members of the audience 

have been recognized as co-producers of meanings and as De Certeau (1998) and 

Hall (1999a) also cited in Omenugha (2011:31), they are often involved in acts of 

negotiation and re-negotiation of media messages. In line with these views question 

4 of this study sought to find other “readings” which the audience gives to the images 

of the region as created by the newspapers. It found out that the “readings‟ of the 

newspapers‟ representation provided by the focus group equally suggest the region 

as crisis-torn, heavily militarized and underdeveloped area inhabited by restive and  

people that are marginalized.  

 

However, it is interesting that even though the audience believed what they read, 

they expressed some reservations as shown in these expressions: “it is like 

journalists emphasize crises in the Niger Delta; I think they deliberately do this to sell 

their papers.” (Owerri, November 5, 2011), “but the place is not always like that. I 

don‟t think everybody there is as bad as the press write.” (Abuja, May 4, 2013). It is 

equally interesting that as participants negotiated and re-negotiated media 

messages on the Niger Delta, they also gave other “readings” to some of the 

images. The focus group sees “restiveness” as genuine agitation for and assertion of 

rights as reflected in the following expressions:  “to me, their struggle is worthwhile; 
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this is a people whose land produces the wealth of the nation yet, they have nothing 

to show for it”, “the people‟s agitation is justifiable; their environment has been 

ruined”, “I feel the people are right in what they are doing; in Nigeria if you don‟t fight 

for your right nobody will do it for you” (Owerri, November 5, 2011), “I think the 

people want to control their resources and that is why they vandalise pipelines,” “the 

people are just asserting their right, that‟s how I see it; they are marginalized and 

want empowerment” (Owerri, November 19, 2011), “they are fighting a good course; 

some parts of the area are irritating because of the environment…” (Abuja, May 4, 

2013).  

  

4.13.4 Similarity in Language of Presentation 

The study through research question 5 sought to find out the extent to which 

ethnic/regional biases are evident in Nigerian newspapers‟ reports on the Niger 

Delta. This informed the selection of the newspapers for the study in line with the 

north/south political divides of the country, with Daily Trust and Leadership 

representing newspapers based in the north and The Guardian and Vanguard, 

representing those published in the south. Through the CDA it was revealed that the 

newspapers did not exhibit ethnicity/regionalism in constructing the Niger Delta, 

considering the similarity in their use of language as exemplified by the following 

headlines: “Why Niger Delta summit of stakeholders is essential by FG” (Vanguard, 

Friday, July 4, 2008 p. 12), “Why Niger Delta Summit must hold – FG” (Daily Trust, 

Friday, July 4, 2008, front page), “Goodbye Bakassi” (Vanguard, Thursday, August 

14, 2008 front page), “Goodbye Bakassi” (Daily Trust, Thursday, August 14, 2008 

front page), “Militants attack JTF in bid to recover seized crude” (Vanguard of 

Tuesday, June 24, 2008 p. 10) and “4 killed as JTF, militants clash in Rivers” (Daily 

Trust of Thursday, July 31, 2008 p. 8). Other headlines showing similarities in 
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language of presentation by the two groups of newspapers are: “I watched as 

snipers killed six kidnappers” (Vanguard, Tuesday, August 12, 2008 p. 10), “Bayelsa 

SSG‟s wife narrates ordeal with kidnappers” (Daily Trust, Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 

p. 2), “Gunmen kidnap two toddlers in Rivers” (The Guardian, Friday, April 11, 

2008), “Calabar monarch tussle takes new turn” (Vanguard, Tuesday, April 8, 2008 

p. 10) and  “Obong‟s stool: new Obong may face committal proceedings” 

(Leadership Monday, May 12, 2008). 

 

The CDA of the texts equally showed the prevalence of three themes – violence/war; 

kidnapping/abduction and insatiability/restiveness/agitation/vandalism – in the 

reports of the two categories of publications on the region. Texts 4 and 6 illustrate 

violence/war theme in southern-based newspapers while texts 1 and 13 exemplify 

the theme in the northern-based newspapers. In the same vein, texts 19 and 22 are 

examples where the southern-based newspapers portray the kidnapping/abduction 

theme. This theme is inherent in the reports carried in the northern-based 

publications as shown in texts 20 and 21. Also, the theme of 

insatiability/restiveness/agitation/vandalism running through the reports in the 

southern-based newspapers are exemplified by texts 25, 34 and 36 while texts 27, 

35 and 37 illustrate same in the northern-based newspapers.  

 

Analysis further revealed that the two categories of newspapers adopted the same 

discursive strategies in representing the region. Texts 43 and 45 are samples of 

news reports of southern-based publications that characterise JTF, the government‟s 

military outfit, within the ideological framework that excuses its brutality on the 

people. The excerpts are quotes showing the voices of government and military 

officials, which in a way represent the position of the newspapers themselves. Texts 
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44 and 47 equally show such characterization of the JTF as “operation restore hope” 

by the northern-based newspapers. With the use of labeling, the two categories of 

publications show their distorted value judgment and that of government about the 

identity and intention of the Niger Delta militia groups. Texts 4, 11 and 43 exemplify 

the use of this rhetorical device by the southern-based newspapers while texts 1, 14 

and 44 do same for newspapers based in the north. In these publications the 

insurgents were referred to as “criminals”, “gunmen”, “militants”, “miscreants”, 

“cultist” “gangs” and “brigands”. The two groups of newspapers also employed 

agency attribution for actors in the Niger Delta crisis. While texts 4 and 6 show the 

southern newspapers constructing the insurgents as causal agents, the northern-

based publications also construct the insurgents as causal agents as shown in text 

15. In the same vein, text 48 illustrates the construction of the JTF as causal agent 

by southern-based publications while text 1 and 13 illustrate same by newspapers 

based in the north. Finally, while text 49 is an example of the use of agency deletion 

by newspapers based in the south in constructing the Niger Delta, text 13 also 

exemplifies the use of this strategy by the northern-based newspapers in 

representing the region.  

 

This finding is surprising and challenges previous findings of similar studies. For 

instance, Yusha‟u (2010) found out that the Nigerian press has ethnic undertones in 

their reportage on Federal Government‟s attack on Niger Delta militant camps and 

quelling of Boko Haram religious crisis in northern Nigeria. Also, Ijeomah (2012) 

found out that there were ethno-political biases in Nigerian newspapers‟ reporting of 

hostage taking in the Niger Delta. She asserts that while papers based in the south 

adopted “support framing”, those in the north adopted “distance framing” in reporting 

the incidents. But the finding of this study is in the contrary, considering the 
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similarities in the language structure of the sampled newspapers in reporting the 

region.  

 

4.13.5 Patriotism/Support 

The implication of this obvious similarity in the use of language of presentation is that 

the two categories of newspapers exhibited support for government and patriotism in 

their reportage on the Niger Delta. As stated earlier, characterization of the Niger 

Delta crisis in terms of a guerilla war is outright exaggeration, and such 

characterization only tends to justify the military intervention and the killing of the 

“militants” who have “taken over” the place.  Also the representation of the region 

with main focus on the activities of a few individuals who engage in kidnapping and 

abduction of others is ideological. The spate of the crime in the area as constructed 

is very alarming and requires a very drastic measure to curtail and such drastic 

measure is the Federal Government‟s massive deployment of troops to the region. 

The newspapers showed support for government and constructed the JTF positively 

as “operation restore hope,” in line with the “we” positive construction, and “them” i.e. 

militants/kidnappers negative representation. Furthermore, the newspapers‟ 

representation of the Niger Delta people as insatiable, quarrelsome and restive 

suggests justification for government‟s frequent excuses that such restiveness and 

lack of peace were responsible for the delay in developing the region. The 

newspapers adopted the “support framing” in favour of government in constructing 

the Niger Delta, and this can be seen as patriotism. It is evident that the newspapers 

were united in propagating government‟s ideology in reporting the Niger Delta crisis. 

The crisis was considered a threat to the country‟s economy since it affected the 

exploitation of oil resources, the main foreign exchange earner for the country. This 

representation of the region is in line with government‟s ideology. The newspapers 
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showed patriotism by constructing the region in a manner that justifies government‟s 

policies and actions on the Niger Delta.  

 

Perhaps, the reason for this exhibition of patriotism by the two categories of 

newspapers can be explained by Taiwo (2005:244)‟s view that when an issue 

bothers on national interest, all newspapers remain united in the manner they 

represent it. He found out that Nigerian newspapers were united in their 

condemnation of the World Court‟s judgment that ceded Bakassi, an oil-rich part of 

the country to Cameroun. Taiwo (2005:224) states: “at such times there is no 

divergent ideological postures reflected in headlines. All newspapers sing the same 

tunes because the interest of the nation is being undermined.”  This study argues 

that the Nigerian newspapers consider the Niger Delta crisis an issue of national 

interest, and that is why the discursive strategies they adopt in representing the 

region as well as the themes emanating from them are similar. For instance the 

militia groups are constructed as a standing army that has declared “war‟ against the 

nation, a situation capable of breaking up the country, if not checked by the state 

with a full-scale military confrontation. Therefore, research question 6 which was 

posed to unmask the ideologies underlying Nigerian newspapers‟ construction of the 

Niger Delta has been clearly answered. 

 

4.14 Test of Hypotheses 

The chi-square test was designed to establish the homogeneity of proportions of the 

published items in terms of their weighing on the Niger Delta in respect of topics 

covered, positioning/placement, directional focus, length as well as sources of the 

published items. The aim was firstly to empirically confirm the level of visibility of the 

Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers as sought by research question one. 
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Secondly, the test was to ascertain whether the level and quality of coverage were 

independent of the newspapers or otherwise i.e. whether some newspapers covered 

specific topics more than the others. To this end, the following hypotheses were 

formulated: 

1 H0: Topics covered on the Niger Delta are independent of the newspapers. 

H1: Topics covered on Niger Delta are not independent of the newspapers. 

2 H0: Positioning of published items on Niger Delta is independent of 

newspapers. 

H1: Positioning of published items on Niger Delta is not independent of                 

newspapers. 

3 H0: Directional focus of published items on Niger Delta is independent of 

newspapers. 

H1: Directional focus of published items on Niger Delta is not independent of 

newspapers. 

4 H0: Length of published items on Niger Delta is independent of newspapers. 

H1: Length of published items on Niger Delta is not independent of 

newspapers. 

5 H0: Sources of published items on Niger Delta are independent of 

newspapers. 

H1: Sources of published items on Niger Delta are not independent of 

newspapers.  

 

P-value was used to determine when to accept or reject the null hypothesis in 

comparison with the alpha-value chosen. Test static is given by:  
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where N is the total number of observations  

where r = no of rows 

and c = no of columns 

The degree of freedom (df for this test is given by (r-1) (c-1). For example, if we have 

10 rows and 4 columns on a contingency table, then the df is given by (10-1) (4-1) = 

9 x3 = 27 

(i) Oij is the observed frequency in the ith topic covered and jth newspaper, 

e.g. O11 = observed frequency in the topic (infrastructure) and The 

Guardian newspaper. 

(ii) Also, Eij is the expected frequency in the ith topic covered and jth 

newspaper. 

(iii) Ri is the ith row total, e.g. Ri = the marginal observed total frequency for 

Infrastructure topic i.e. 337 

(iv) Cj is the jth column total e.g. C1 = the marginal observed total frequency 

for the Guardian newspaper i.e. 109 

(v) N is the overall or grand total e.g.1417 

 

Level of significance 

The level of significance for the test is 5% 

Decision Rule 

Decision rule is to reject H0 if p-value is less than 0.025 and accept it if otherwise. 
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Test of Extent of Coverage by Newspapers (Test of Independence of Topics Covered by 

Newspapers) 
 

Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 88.871a 27 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 84.214 27 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
4.418 1 .036 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 5 cells (12.5%) have expected count less than 5. 

The minimum expected count is 2.03. 

 

 

From the above H0 is rejected since the p-value= .000 < 0.025. With this value it is 

concluded that the topics covered on the Niger Delta are dependent on newspapers. 

 

Test of Extent of Coverage in respect of Positioning/Placement in the 

Newspapers  

Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 41.347
a
 9 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 36.845 9 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
10.181 1 .001 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 5 cells (31.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is .52. 

 

 

From the above table H0 stands rejected since the p-value= .000 < 0.025. It is 

therefore concluded that the positioning/placement of published items on Niger Delta 

is dependent on newspapers. 
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Test of Homogeneity of proportions in Terms of Weighting on Directional 

Focus in the Newspapers 

   

 

 
From the above table, H0  is also rejected  since the p-value = .001< .025. It is therefore 

concluded that proportions of direction of the published items on the Niger Delta are 

dependent on newspapers. 

 

Test of Extent of Coverage in Terms of Length of Published Items in the Newspapers 

Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 1.096E2
a 

12 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 112.302 12 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
28.170 1 .000 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 1 cells (5.0%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is 3.53. 

 

From the above table, H0 stands rejected since the p-value = .000 < .025. The conclusion 

therefore, is that the length of items published on the Niger Delta is dependent on the 

newspapers. 

 

Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 22.716a 6 .001 

Likelihood Ratio 21.710 6 .001 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
1.001 1 .317 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 1 cells (8.3%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is 4.57. 
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Test of Extent of Coverage in Respect of Sources of Published Items in the Newspapers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the above table, H0 

is rejected since the p-value = .000 < .025. It is therefore concluded that sources of 

published items on the Niger Delta are dependent on the newspapers.   

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 83.193a 27 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 91.862 27 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
1.497 1 .221 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 8 cells (20.0%) have expected count less than 5. 

The minimum expected count is 1.22. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

5.1  Summary 

Looking at the subject of investigation of this study, there were a good number of 

revelations made in the course of the study. The revelations emerged through the 

triangulated research design adopted for the study. The first major finding from the 

analysis of the manifest content - news, features, opinions and editorials - of the 

sampled publications, was that the Nigerian newspapers gave high level of attention 

to the Niger Delta. Out of the 6274 items published on the nation, the Niger Delta 

accounted for 1417 (22.58%). The newspapers covered a wide range of topics –

infrastructure, health, education, crime, environment, living, conflict, business, 

recreation and politics. This fact was corroborated by the focus group who affirmed 

that they read a lot about the oil-producing region in the newspapers.  

 

Another finding of this study was that tucking of the bulk of the reports in the inside 

pages of the newspaper conformed to the standard practice in newspaper 

publishing. Most often, important stories are introduced on the front page and the 

rest part finished in the inside pages, as were the case of stories on the Niger Delta.   

 

Emerging from further analysis of the topics covered was the curious revelation that 

Nigerian newspapers gave priority to negative reports on the Niger Delta, thereby 

creating predominantly negative images of the region. This major finding was evident 

in figure 4 which showed that unfavourable reports accounted for 852 (60.1%) of the 

1417 items published on the region.  As was the view of the focus group, the barrage 

of negative reports probably made the Federal Government to become more 

committed than ever, to the resolution of the Niger Delta crisis. This commitment 
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manifested in April 2009, when the Federal Government granted amnesty to militants 

operating in the region, in addition to other palliative measures initiated to solve the 

problems in the region. The resultant effect was the return of comparative peace to 

the region.    

 

Another finding of this study was that despite government‟s frequent excuse that the 

Niger Delta “opposition” to its plans was responsible for the delay in developing the 

area, government still appeared to have shown concern about issues bothering on 

Niger Delta. This was shown in the volume of pronouncements made on them. 

Government was placed first in the ranking of sources of the published items, 

accounting for 445 (31.4%) of sources of the published items. These frequent 

government pronouncements could directly be linked to its subsequent actions such 

as the establishment of a full ministry in charge of the region, as agreed upon by the 

focus group. 

 

Apart from the findings emerging from the analysis of the manifest content of the 

publications, the revelations emanating from the critical discourse analysis of the text 

were quite illuminating. One finding was that the newspapers‟ framing of the reports 

on the Niger Delta culminated in the emergence of the hegemonic images of the 

region as an undeveloped entity under the grip of militants, kidnappers, armed 

robbers, restive youths, cultist and vandals. The region was also portrayed or 

represented as one being inhabited by insatiable ever agitating and quarrelsome 

people. This was indeed a confirmation of the finding through the content analysis, 

that the region was largely negatively reported. 

 

It is quite revealing that the “readings” of the newspapers‟ portrayal of the Niger 
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Delta provided by the focus group, equally suggested the region as crisis-torn, 

heavily militarized, underdevelope, and inhabited by restive people. However, the 

focus group saw the restiveness as agitation for and assertion of rights as illustrated 

in these their comments: “to me their struggle is worthwhile”, “the people‟s agitation 

is justifiable”, “government doesn‟t bother about their welfare”, “these people are 

highly neglected”, “the level of development in the Niger Delta is not commensurate 

with the wealth they produce.”     

 

Another finding of the study was that Nigerian newspapers did not exhibit regional 

and ethnic undertones in their coverage of the Niger Delta, considering the uniformity 

in their use of language of presentation. The four newspapers (The Guardian and 

Vanguard representing the south; and Daily Trust and Leadership representing the 

north) employed similar discourses in framing the headlines as well as the bodies of 

the reports. This finding, challenges the findings of similar studies (see Yusha‟u, 

2010, Ijeomah, 2012).  

 

One other major finding of this study was that behind Nigerian newspapers‟ portrayal 

of the Niger Delta, were some ideological undertones. The region was constructed 

as an area where some criminals had declared war on the nation, necessitating 

federal government‟s deployment of troops to the region to quell the rebellion. The 

people of the region were further constructed as quarrelsome, always agitating and 

opposing government‟s good plans for them, a situation responsible for the delay in 

the development of the area.      

 

5.2 Conclusion 

With specific reference to the research questions for the study and consequent upon 

the findings that emerged, the following conclusions have been drawn: 
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a. There is high visibility of the Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers, with the 

newspapers based in the southern part of the country giving more coverage to 

the region. 

b. The kinds of stories in the newspapers about the Niger Delta range from 

reports on economy, education, environment, politics, crimes, conflicts to 

health and recreation, with reports on crimes and conflicts dominating. 

c. The overall images of the Niger Delta as portrayed by Nigerian newspapers 

are predominantly negative.  

d. The hegemonic images of Nigerian newspapers‟ portrayal of the Niger Delta 

are those of a crisis-torn, heavily militarised and underdeveloped area, 

inhabited by a restive people who feel grossly marginalized.  

e. The “readings” of newspapers‟ representation or portrayal of the Niger Delta 

provided by the focus group, equally suggest the region as crisis-torn, heavily 

militarised and underdeveloped area, inhabited by restive people. 

f. The focus group, however, sees the restiveness as agitation for and assertion 

of rights.  

g. Nigerian newspapers do not exhibit regional/ethnic biases in their coverage of 

the Niger Delta, considering the uniformity in their use of language of 

presentation. 

h. There are hidden ideological undertones in Nigerian newspapers‟ construction 

of the Niger Delta. 

 

It could then be said that findings of this study have provided empirical answers to 

the question, “how have the Nigerian newspapers covered the Niger Delta?” The 

Niger Delta is quite visible in Nigerian newspapers, but it has been negatively 
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portrayed. This however can be explained by the fact that the media have been 

found to prioritize the negative in the news (see Braham, 1982). In creating the 

“reality” through the initiation, advancement and sustenance of discourse, the media 

tend to draw from and add to existing stereotypes. 

 

5.3  Recommendations 

From the summary and conclusion of this study, it is evident that the media have a 

lot to do to ensure positive portrayal or representation of the Niger Delta region. 

From the findings, there is no doubt that the oil-rich region of Nigeria enjoys high 

level of visibility in the Nigerian newspapers, but the image portrayed has remained 

largely negative. In view of this, it is hereby recommended that: 

1. Considering the strategic position the Niger Delta occupies in the country‟s 

economy, Nigerian newspapers, especially those based in the northern part of 

the country should allocate more news space to the area. 

2. More importantly, Nigerian newspapers should frame news, features, 

editorials and other write-ups on the Niger Delta in the discourse that will 

reverse the negative image of the region. This is critical, in view of 

government‟s current efforts to attract foreign investors to the oil sector of the 

economy. 

3. The media should mount serious campaigns against militancy, kidnapping, oil 

bunkering, youths‟ restiveness, cultism, armed robbery and other vices with 

which the region has been identified. This they can do by down-playing any 

resurgence of militancy in the region instead of sensationalizing it. 

4. The media should devote more time and space to monitor the amnesty 

programme embarked upon by government, which is ultimately aimed at 

rehabilitating the ex-militants and making them become gainfully employed. 
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5. Nigerian newspapers should equally monitor the funding and performances of 

all the agencies and establishments saddled with the development of the 

region such as the Niger Delta Development Commission (NDDC) and 

Ministry of Niger Delta Affairs.      

 

5.4  Suggestion for Further Research 

This study has made some revelations about the Nigerian newspapers‟ portrayal or 

representation of the Niger Delta. However, in spite of these revelations of the 

inquiry, there is need for further research efforts, especially by the electronic media 

into the area, so as to provide a more comprehensive picture of the entire Nigerian 

media representation of the Niger Delta. 

Finally, it is also suggested that a similar study be carried out on the northern part of 

the country, where the activities of the Boko Haram religious sect is currently posing 

a serious security threat. 
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APPENDIX I 

 
THE KAIAMA DECLARATION  

  by  
 

IJAW YOUTHS OF THE NIGER DELTA  
BEING COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AT THE END OF THE ALL IJAW YOUTHS 

CONFERENCE WHICH HELD IN THE TOWN OF KAIAMA THIS 11TH DAY OF 
DECEMBER 1998. 

   

INTRODUCTION  

We, Ijaw youths drawn from over five hundred communities from over 40 clans that 
make up the Ijaw nation and representing 25 representative organisations met, 
today, in Kaiama to deliberate on the best way to ensure the continuos survival of 
the indigenous peoples of the Ijaw ethnic nationality of the Niger Delta within the 
Nigerian state.  

After exhaustive deliberations, the Conference observed:  

a. That it was through British colonisation that the IJAW NATION was forcibly put 
under the Nigerian State  

b. That but for the economic interests of the imperialists, the Ijaw ethnic nationality 
would have evolved as a distinct and separate sovereign nation, enjoying undiluted 
political, economic, social, and cultural AUTONOMY. 

c. That the division of the Southern Protectorate into East and West in 1939 by the 
British marked the beginning of the balkanisation of a hitherto territorially contiguous 
and culturally homogeneous Ijaw people into political and administrative units, much 
to our disadvantage. This trend is continuing in the balkanisation of the Ijaws into six 
states-Ondo, Edo, Delta, Bayelsa, Rivers and Akwa Ibom States, mostly as 
minorities who suffer socio-political, economic, cultural and psychological 
deprivations.  

d. That the quality of life of Ijaw people is deteriorating as a result of utter neglect, 
suppression and marginalisation visited on Ijaws by the alliance of the Nigerian state 
and transnational oil companies.  

e. That the political crisis in Nigeria is mainly about the struggle for the control of oil 
mineral resources which account for over 80% of GDP, 95 %of national budget and 
90% of foreign exchange earnings. From which, 65%, 75% and 70% respectively are 
derived from within the Ijaw nation. Despite these huge contributions, our reward 
from the Nigerian State remains avoidable deaths resulting from ecological 
devastation and military repression.  

f. That the unabating damage done to our fragile natural environment and to the 
health of our people is due in the main to uncontrolled exploration and exploitation of 
crude oil and natural gas which has led to numerous oil spillages, uncontrolled gas 
flaring, the opening up of our forests to loggers, indiscriminate canalisation, flooding, 
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land subsidence, coastal erosion, earth tremors etc. Oil and gas are exhaustible 
resources and the complete lack of concern for ecological rehabilitation, in the light 
of the Oloibiri experience, is a signal of impending doom for the peoples of Ijawland.  

g. That the degradation of the environment of Ijawland by transnational oil 
companies and the Nigerian State arise mainly because Ijaw people have been 
robbed of their natural rights to ownership and control of their land and resources 
through the instrumentality of undemocratic Nigerian State legislations such as the 
Land Use Decree of 1978, the Petroleum Decrees of 1969 and 1991, the Lands 
(Title Vesting etc.) Decree No. 52 of 1993 (Osborne Land Decree), the National 
Inland Waterways Authority Decree No. 13 of 1997 etc.  

h. That the principle of Derivation in Revenue Allocation has been consciously and 
systematically obliterated by successive regimes of the Nigerian state. We note the 
drastic reduction of the Derivation Principle from 100% (1953), 50% (1960), 45% 
(1970), 20% (1975) 2% (1982), 1.5% (1984) to 3% (1992 to date), and a rumored 
13% in Abacha's 1995 undemocratic and unimplemented Constitution.  

i. That the violence in Ijawland and other parts of the Niger Delta area, sometimes 
manifesting in intra and inter ethnic conflicts are sponsored by the State and 
transnational oil companies to keep the communities of the Niger Delta area divided, 
weak and distracted from the causes of their problems.  

j. That the recent revelations of the looting of national treasury by the Abacha junta is 
only a reflection of an existing and continuing trend of stealing by public office 
holders in the Nigerian state. We remember the over 12 billion dollars Gulf war 
windfall, which was looted by Babangida and his cohorts We note that over 70% of 
the billions of dollars being looted by military rulers and their civilian collaborators is 
derived from our ecologically devastated Ijawland.  

Based on the foregoing, we, the youths of Ijawland, hereby make the following 
resolutions to be known as the Kaiama Declaration:  

1. All land and natural resources (including mineral resources) within the Ijaw 
territory belong to Ijaw communities and are the basis of our survival.  

 
2. We cease to recognise all undemocratic decrees that rob our 
peoples/communities of the right to ownership and control of our lives and resources, 
which were enacted without our participation and consent. These include the Land 
Use Decree and The Petroleum Decree etc. 

 
3. We demand the immediate withdrawal from Ijawland of all military forces of 
occupation and repression by the Nigerian State. Any oil company that employs the 
services of the armed forces of the Nigerian State to "protect" its operations will be 
viewed as an enemy of the Ijaw people. Family members of military personnel 
stationed in Ijawland should appeal to their people to leave the Ijaw area alone. 
 
4..Ijaw youths in all the communities in all Ijaw clans in the Niger Delta will take steps 
to implement these resolutions beginning from the 30th of December, 1998, as a 
step towards reclaiming the control of our lives. We, therefore, demand that all oil 
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companies stop all exploration and exploitation activities in the Ijaw area. We are 
tired of gas flaring; oil spillages, blowouts and being labelled saboteurs and 
terrorists. It is a case of preparing the noose for our hanging. We reject this labelling. 
Hence, we advice all oil companies staff and contractors to withdraw from Ijaw 
territories by the 30th December, 1998 pending the resolution of the issue of 
resource ownership and control in the Ijaw area of the Niger Delta  

 
5.. Ijaw youths and Peoples will promote the principle of peaceful coexistence 
between all Ijaw communities and with our immediate neighbours, despite the 
provocative and divisive actions of the Nigerian State, transnational oil companies 
and their contractors. We offer a hand of friendship and comradeship to our 
neighbors: the Itsekiri, Ilaje, Urhobo, Isoko, Edo, Ibibio, Ogoni, Ekpeye, Ikwerre etc. 
We affirm our commitment to joint struggle with the other ethnic nationalities in the 
Niger delta area for self-determination. 

6. We express our solidarity with all peoples organisations and ethnic nationalities in 
Nigeria and elsewhere who are struggling for self-determination and justice. In 
particular we note the struggle of the Oodua peoples Congress (OPC), the 
Movement for the Survival of Ogoni People (Mosop), Egi Women's Movement etc. 

7. We extend our hand of solidarity to the Nigerian oil workers (NUPENG and 
PENGASSAN) and expect that they will see this struggle for freedom as a struggle 
for humanity   

8. We reject the present transition to civil rule programme of the Abubakar regime, 
as it is not preceded by restructuring of the Nigerian federation. The way forward is a 
Sovereign National Conference of equally represented ethnic nationalities to discuss 
the nature of a democratic federation of Nigerian ethic nationalities. Conference 
noted the violence and killings that characterized the last local government elections 
in most parts of the Niger Delta. Conference pointed out that these electoral conflicts 
are a manifestation of the undemocratic and unjust nature of the military transition 
programme. Conference affirmed therefore, that the military are incapable of 
enthroning true democracy in Nigeria. 

9 We call on all Ijaws to remain true to their Ijawness and to work for the total 
liberation of our people. You have no other true home but that which is in Ijawland. 
 
10 We agreed to remain within Nigeria but to demand and work for Self Government 
and resource control for the Ijaw people. Conference approved that the best way for 
Nigeria is a federation of ethnic nationalities. The federation should be run on the 
basis equality and social justice.  

Finally, Ijaw youths resolve to set up the Ijaw Youth Council (IYC) to coordinate the 
struggle of Ijaw peoples for self-determination and justice.  

Signed for the entire participants by:  

Felix Tuodolo 
Ogoriba, Timi Kaiser-Wilhelm. 

 
 



 160 

APPENDIX II 
 
                              Interview Guide for Focus Group Discussion 
 
Conduct of Focus Group Discussion 
  
 Let me first of all inform you that the exercise is aimed at getting information from 
you on how you read and appreciate newspaper reports on the Niger Delta. You may 
have noticed from the newspaper cuttings earlier given to you to read, that all the 
marked stories centred on the region. You may have also read similar stories in 
various newspapers in the past. Everybody is encouraged to participate in this 
discussion and to feel free to bring up any idea or opinion on any issue raised. There 
is no wrong or right answer to any question. Only one person is expected to talk at a 
time and others will take their turns. You are welcome. 
 
1. How often do you read national newspapers? 
Probe for: 
Exposure to national dailies 
Frequency 
 
2. Which of the national dailies do you read and what reason(s) inform your choice of 
newspapers? 
Probe for: 
Interest 
Proximity 
House style 
Accuracy 
 
3. What do you understand by the term “Niger Delta” and how many states of the 
federation make up the region? 
Probe for: 
Awareness that the Niger Delta refers to the oil bearing part of Nigeria 
Awareness that the region is made up of nine states of the federation 
Awareness that the region is of great economic significance to Nigeria 
 
4. What kinds of stories about the Niger Delta attract your attention most? 
Probe for stories on: 
Oil exploration and exploitation 
Oil spills and other forms of ecological problems 
Various forms of violence like militancy, kidnapping, communal clashes etc 
Oil theft 
Others 
 
5. What is your assessment of extent of newspaper coverage of the Niger Delta? 
Probe for: 
Visibility of Niger Delta in the Nigerian print media 
Depth of treatment of issues 
Placement of stories 
 
6. What kinds of reports on Niger Delta are mostly found in the dailies? 
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Probe for directional focus: 
Preponderance of positive stories 
Preponderance of negative stories 
Preponderance of neutral stories 
 
7. Let‟s now compare the extent of coverage of the region by the newspapers you 
read 
Probe for: 
Audience perception of exhibition of regional/ethnic bias by the newspaper reportage 
on the region  
Audience perception of exhibition of national interest by the newspapers reportage 
on the region 
 
8. From the newspaper stories you read about the Niger Delta, what do you 
generally think about the region? 
Probe for:  
Any relationship between the dominant images of the Niger Delta the audience have 
and the newspaper reportage on the region: is there any perception of militants as 
criminals; activities of militants as self-assertion; perception of unfair treatment of the 
region by the rest of Nigeria; perception of the people as insatiable; perception of the 
people as merely quarrelsome or restive etc. 
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APPENDIX III 

 Sample of Transcript of Discussion with Participants from Southern Nigeria 

 
Ejike: Let me first welcome you all to this forum. (Explained the purpose of the 

discussion and allowed participants to introduce themselves).    

Ejike: How often do you read newspapers?  

Christian: I read newspapers daily and the newspapers I read include Thisday, 

Businessday, Vanguard and The Sun. I don‟t read The Guardian because it is so 

elitist. I read these newspapers so as to update myself on national issues.  Other 

newspapers I read depend on what I am looking for. 

Stanley Uzoaro: I read newspapers everyday but I have no preference for any 

particular newspaper. The one I read at a particular time depends on the subject 

matter. However, I like The Sun because of the way it projects issues. 

Attan: I read newspapers on a daily basis. I don‟t really have preference for a 

particular newspaper. I read papers based on their headlines and issues written 

about, that are current. You know, Nigerian national newspapers are versatile in the 

sense that each of them has a reporter in every state in Nigeria. 

Victor: As a journalist, I am under compulsion to read newspapers everyday. As a 

matter of personal interest, I read New Nigerian newspaper everyday to see whether 

the story I sent the previous day was used or not. 

Toju: I read newspapers everyday. I read Vanguard more often, though I read other 

publications like The Guardian and Punch. I read newspapers depending on what I 

am looking for. But I read them generally to update myself with the current issues. 

Ejike: How do you mean? Something makes you read a particular newspaper at a 

particular time? 

Christian: For instance, if I am looking for issues bothering on the South-West of the 

country, I go for Tribune newspaper. But if I want to know more about events in the 

South-South I normally read Vanguard or Thisday. For events in the South-East, I 

read Champion or The Sun.  For issues bothering on the Northern part of the 

country, I read New Nigerian or Leadership.. 

Stanley: If I want to read about issues affecting the Yorubas, I read Tribune while 

Leadership and Daily Trust carry more stories from the north. I read more of local 

papers like Port Harcourt Telegraph, Plain Truth and the like when I want to read 
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about issues on the South-South or the Niger Delta. Each of these newspapers has 

its own focus. 

Attan: Newspapers like Vanguard, The Guardian, Daily Independent, Businessday 

are owned by people from the Niger Delta. Naturally these newspapers give 

preference to the area more than other newspapers. So when I want to know more 

about issues on the Niger Delta, I read these ones, when I want to read more about 

the West go for Tribune or Punch. 

Victor: If I want to know what the Yoruba man thinks about Nigeria, I will read 

Tribune newspaper. Leadership reports about the north more than Champion which 

focuses more on the east. Daily Independent, Punch and Thisday cover all grounds. 

My hatred for The Guardian is because the management over-uses journalists. The 

Guardian covers the South-South more because of the origin of the owner. 

Toju:  New Nigerian and Daily Trust focus more on the North while Champion and 

The Sun feature the South-East more than other newspapers. In the same vain, 

Vanguard, and Daily Independent give more attention to the Niger Delta issues than 

other newspapers. 

Ejike: What is your understanding of the term “Niger Delta? 

Christian: My understanding of the term “Niger Delta” is that it is traceable to the 

formation of the region, “Niger Area” by the Anglican Communion. By the Nigerian 

context, it refers to the oil producing area of the country, which is mostly riverine. 

There are nine states that make up the region. The area is quite significant to the 

country because, up to 90% of the country‟s wealth comes from the area. 

Government considers this area very important and that was why it created the 

OMPADEC (Oil Producing Area Development Commission), NDDC (Niger Delta 

Development Commission) and Ministry of Niger Delta. Whenever you hear “Niger 

Delta”, you remember people living in squalor, people whose rights are trampled 

upon, impoverished people. The word is synonymous with militancy, pressure 

groups, people who produce enough wealth but cannot get what they ask for.  

Stanley: The “Niger Delta” refers to the nine states that produce oil in this country. 

The area is neglected and impoverished. It is like the goose that lays the golden egg 

but is never fed well. If you ask me, I will say that the place needs more attention. 
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The people‟s farmland and water have been destroyed because of oil businesses. 

Oil companies operating there have some blames too. 

Attan: The Niger Delta is strategic to Nigeria because it was the entry point of 

Christianity into Nigeria. The trans- Atlantic slave trade made its mark in the area. Of 

course it is strategic because it is the treasure base of Nigeria. The Niger Delta has 

become synonymous with militancy, poverty, neglect, wealth, bickering and 

upheavals. As a region, it is made up of nine oil producing states in Nigeria. Seven of 

the states were in the old Eastern Region while one was in the old Mid-Western 

region and the other was in the Western Region. 

Victor: Niger Delta is the area covering the states that have something to do with the 

River Niger. It also has something to do with the oil producing areas in Nigeria.  

Toju: The Niger Delta, to me, represents the oil producing areas of the South-South. 

Anytime you mention Niger Delta, oil production comes into your mind. The area is 

strategic because it produces the wealth of the nation 

Ejike: How did you get to know about this? 

Christian: Through the media of course (others, agreeing with him). 

Stanley: I have worked in Port Harcourt and if you travel to the areas you will see it. 

Ejike: What kinds of stories or pictures do newspapers often carry about the Niger 

Delta? 

Christian: The stories about the area reflect all that I have said earlier. Everything 

about the Niger Delta is in the negative. Even a good story by Governor Rotimi 

Amechi for instance, will always be written in such a way that it appears negative in 

the long run. This is because the journalist will naturally want to give the background 

of the place so as to make his story strong. He would want to recall. Even when 

writing about the quantity of oil produced in the Niger Delta, you find the reporter 

emphasizing the quantity that is stolen. In other words, he may end up talking more 

of oil bunkering. You find out that most of the stories focus on negative things. If not 

kidnapping, it is oil bunkering or anything in that family. Not only the stories; even the 

pictures accompanying the stories are often those of militants.  

Stanley: I am attracted to headlines such as “Youths vandalize oil pipelines”, 

“Militants clash with JTF again in Port Harcourt”, “FG grants amnesty to Niger Delta 
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militants” and so on. Most of the stories emanating from the area are like that. The 

kinds of stories and the news photos about the Niger Delta are on terror, 

disintegration and warfare. In short, they are more of negative stories.  

Attan: Stories about the Niger Delta are peculiar. There is no week or day that you 

do not have stories centred on crime, oil and gas as well as conflicts between 

companies and host communities. You always find stories bothering on clashes 

between militants and security operatives or among communities themselves. You 

always see pictures of militants brandishing dangerous weapons. You read stories 

about government palliative measures, neglect, marginalization and suffering. The 

people there are highly volatile and stories on cultism and other forms of 

gangsterism are newspapers‟ delight. To be on the conservative side, about 70 per 

cent of the stories emanating from the area are negative. 

Victor: Stories you come across about the Niger Delta are terrifying. They are 

mostly stories about a people who feel grossly marginalized and bad that a lot of 

wealth comes from their area and nothing happens there. You have stories about 

terrible health conditions. Stories about the region revolve around these horrible 

situations. All put together, you have more of negative stories on the Niger Delta; 

stories on oil spills, aggression and the like.  

Toju: Controversial stories about the Niger Delta attract me most. I am interested in 

stories that bother on youths‟ agitation and environmental pollution; editorials on 

developmental issues about the area and articles that proffer solutions to the 

problems of the region. In short, I read every thought-provoking articles or write-ups 

about the Niger Delta. Newspaper stories about the Niger Delta are so disturbing 

and terrifying. The stories you read and the pictures you see about the place on daily 

basis, are all on kidnapping, oil bunkering, militancy, fighting among communities 

and what have you. Just very few stories on the Niger Delta are positive. I can say 

that almost 90 per cent of the stories are negative. Most of the stories focus on 

militancy, kidnapping, pipelines vandalism, petitions and communal clashes. It is 

always about bad stories.   

Ejike: How visible is the Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers? 

Christian: I am convinced that the Niger Delta is quite visible in the Nigerian print 

media. This visibility is explained by the series of actions government has taken on 
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the area, like the creation of various bodies, saddled with the responsibility of 

developing the place. The Nigerian print media have given the place so much 

attention that a particular newspaper even chooses its name as Niger Delta 

Standard.  

Attan: The Niger Delta has received appreciable coverage from the print media. 

Everywhere you go people talk about the area based on what they read in the press. 

The media should be blamed for some of these things they write because they can 

as well talk about other issues like community life, culture and so on. Not crime, 

crime every time. 

Victor: The Niger Delta has received enough attention from the print media and the 

people should thank the media for projecting them. All the attention government 

gives to the region is as a result of the projection the media give to the area. The 

media give the area more attention than they give to other parts of the country. 

Mention Nigeria at the international scene and the area that comes to mind is the 

Niger Delta.  

Toju: The Niger Delta has received adequate coverage from the Nigerian media, 

both print and electronic. The stories are quite visible even in the internet. I would 

say that comparatively, it is like the Niger Delta has received adequate coverage 

from the Nigeria media. On plain term, I can say that the papers have done well. But 

be that as it may, you know, the issue is that most of the write-ups are negative and 

some of these reports are exaggerated sometimes. It is like journalists emphasize 

crises in the Niger Delta. I think they deliberately do this to sell their papers. 

Ejike: Do all newspapers give approximately equal attention to the region? 

Christian: I don‟t think so. I know that all national newspapers report on the Niger 

Delta, but some give the area more attention than the others. For example, Niger 

Delta Standard, Vanguard, Thisday and The Guardian focus more on the region than 

other papers. All these papers owned by people from the South- South, show some 

bias in covering the area.  

Stanley: In reporting on the Niger Delta, you find out that there is no way Leadership 

or Daily Trust can write more stories than Vanguard, Thisday or The Guardian. 

Attan: In terms of area of focus, you know that the South-South people dominate the 

newspaper space of Nigeria. Newspapers like Vanguard, The Guardian, Daily 
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Independent, Thisday, Businessday and a host of others are owned by people from 

the area. So these newspapers give preference to the Niger Delta more than other 

newspapers. 

Victor: The Guardian and Vanguard cover the South-South more because of the 

origin of the owner. 

Toju: The level of coverage given to the area by papers owned by the indigenes and 

those owned by the non-indigenes are not comparable. Naturally, those papers 

based in the North do not give as much attention to the place as those based in the 

South. I would say that comparatively, papers like Vanguard, The Guardian and 

Thisday cover the area more than papers like Leadership, Punch or Daily Trust. 

Vanguard, Thisday and The Guardian are owned by the indigenes and probably that 

is why they focus more attention on the area than others. 

Ejike: What image of the Niger Delta do you have from what you read in 

newspapers?  

Christian: The media portray the Niger Delta as a place where militants operate, a 

place abandoned by government, a place where oil is produced, a place of poverty 

and a place where people live in shanties. Yet if you go there, you will still see that 

there are some beautiful places in the area. 

Stanley: The Nigerian print media represent the Niger Delta as deprived people, 

people subjected to hardship and pains. They represent the place as an area where 

you have crisis always and a volatile place where youths are aggressive in 

pursuance of anything. The images created by the media reports are very horrible 

and negative. 

Attan: Media portrayal of the Niger Delta is that of deprived people, people 

subjected to a hell of hardship, an undeveloped area, difficult terrain, polluted 

environment and violence-prone area. It has a picture of very restive people, people 

just sitting idle and waiting for oil companies and government to do everything for 

them 

Victor: The press has actually misrepresented the Niger Delta. Based on newspaper 

reports, the picture any newspaper reader has in his head is that of a rejected, 

dejected and abandoned people. 
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Toju: The image of the region as painted by the media is that of a troubled area, a 

place where you have too much unrest and agitations, too much pollution and all 

kinds of negative things. When I was in University of Lagos and read about Warri 

where I hail from, I dreaded stepping my foot into the place because the story was 

always war, war, war. When I managed to get to Warri, the place was not a war zone 

as reported. I was in Warri before the crisis, during the crisis and after the crisis. The 

story was always lopsided. I imagine what people outside Niger Delta would think 

about the place, going by the media report. 

Ejike: What do you make out of these struggles and agitations by the people of the 

Niger Delta? 

Christian: To me, their struggle is worthwhile. This is a people whose land produces 

the wealth of the nation yet, they have nothing to show for it. I think they are 

asserting their right. 

Stanley: The people‟s agitation is justifiable. Their environment has been ruined but 

government has failed to give them the required attention. 

Attan: Like I said before, the picture painted of the people is that the sit idle and wait 

for government to do everything for them. But it goes beyond that because, the level 

of development in the Niger Delta is not commensurate with the wealth they 

produce. The people I can say are asserting themselves. They are demanding for 

their rights. 

Victor: I feel the people are right in what they are doing. Government has neglected 

them and in Nigeria if you don‟t fight for your right nobody will do it for you. 

Toju: The action of the Niger Delta youths is to a large extent, justifiable. 

Government doesn‟t bother about their welfare and the oil companies are not 

interested in their affairs and that is why they resorted to arm struggle.  

   
Sample of Transcript of Discussion with Participants from Northern Nigeria  

Ejike: Let me first welcome you all to this forum. (Explained the purpose of the 

discussion and allowed participants to introduce themselves).    

Ejike: How often do you read newspapers and why? 

 

Raphael Akanya: 

I read newspapers mostly on a daily basis. I read The Sun, Guardian and Daily 

Trust.  I prefer reading The Sun, first, because of the interesting headlines. I read 
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others afterwards. I read newspapers generally to get information about what 

happens around me and beyond.  

Adamu Isiaka:  

I read newspapers on a daily basis. I read Daily Trust, Nation and sometimes The 

Guardian. I read them because they deal with national issues; issues that concern 

the whole nation. They cover politics, and so many other things.  

Akaazua Elijah: At least, I read newspapers four times a week. I read The Sun, 

Nation, The Guardian and Punch, depending on what issues they are writing about. 

Of course I read the dailies to know what is happening around me.  I don‟t read 

Leadership and Daily Trust because they don‟t carry interesting stories.  

Audu Ruth: I try to read newspapers everyday. I read mostly in the office. I read as 

many newspapers as I can find to know what is happening. I mainly read Vanguard, 

but at times, I read Punch or The Guardian or any other. I read Vanguard most often 

because it has more news, in-depth analysis and less advertisement.  

Danzaria Apollos: I normally read newspapers up to four times every week. Daily 

Trust, Vanguard and Leadership are my choice of dailies. I read them to get 

information about the nation. 

Ejike: How do you mean? Something makes you read a particular newspaper at a 

particular time? 

Raphael Akaya:  If I am looking for sports stories I will go for Complete Sports, and 

if I want to read about political issues I read Thisday or Punch. But if I want to read 

more about the north I read leadership. Leadership carries more stories from the 

north more than The Nation. 

Adamu Isiaka: If one wants to read about issues that concern the East, it is 

advisable to read Champion newspaper. Daily Trust writes more about the north and 

I read it whenever I am searching for issues concerning the northern part of the 

country.    

Akaazua Elijah: Issues that affect my state, Kaduna, naturally attract me more and 

that is why I read New Nigerian or Leadership first. If I want to read about the Niger 

Delta, I think the best bet is Vanguard or any other paper based in that region. The 

particular paper I read depends on what exactly I „m looking for.   

Audu Ruth: Basically, papers like Tribune or Punch cover the west more than any 

other regions, because they are based in Lagos. It is not that they do not cover other 
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regions. So, if I want to read about the Niger Delta, I read The Guardian or Vanguard 

because they focus more on this area.  

Danzaria Apollos: When I want to read stories that focus more on the north, I read 

New Nigerian or Daily Trust. These papers carry more details about northern states 

than other papers. This is because they are published in the north. Vanguard or 

Thisday, for instance, tend to cover the Niger delta more, so if you want more stories 

on the Niger Delta you should read these ones.    

Ejike: What do you understand by the term “Niger Delta”? 

Raphael Akaya: My understanding of the term “Niger Delta” is that it is the part of 

the country where you have the deposit of crude oil. It is the oil-rich area of the 

country. The Niger Delta is an important area to the country because it produces the 

wealth of the nation.  

Adamu Isiaka: Niger Delta is the part of the country where we have mineral oil 

resources. Economically, the place is very significant to the country and even the 

whole world because other parts of the world buy oil from us. 

Akaazua Elijah: The Niger Delta to me is the states within the oil-rich zone of the 

country. The area is important to the country because it produces oil, it also produce 

leaders. Added to this, the area has commercial cities.  

Audu Ruth: The Niger Delta refers to states in Nigeria that produce oil, mostly the 

South-South states. It basically refers to riverine areas. But again each time you hear 

about the Niger Delta you have the impression of a very difficult terrain where you 

have disturbances always.   

Danzaria Apollos: The Niger Delta is the region that produces crude oil and at the 

same time, a lot of problems like militancy occur there. The area is strategic to the 

economy of the country because that is where the nation‟s wealth comes from.  

Ejike: How did you get to know about this? 

Raphael Akaya: We get the news from the mass media- newspapers, TV and so on 

(others concurring). Even some people who went to the place have seen how the 

place is. 

Ejike:  What kinds of stories or pictures do newspapers often carry about the Niger 

Delta? 

Raphael Akaya: When you read about the Niger Delta, the stories that you see most 

are stories on violence, kidnapping and how they demand ransom. Other reports are 
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those that talk about the marginalization of the people of the area. You often see 

these pictures of militant carrying guns and wearing masks. 

Adamu Isiaka: The kinds of stories about the Niger Delta are always negative. 

There are often stories on environment, cultism and other crisis. Another is stories 

on the ways their leaders mismanage their resources meant for development. I also 

read mostly about agitation by the people; the way they do to oil companies in their 

area, kidnapping, killings and so on. Most of the stories published about the area and 

the pictures also are on violence and crisis. There is a lot of disagreement there 

because of the kind of money you see there. You don‟t have any other interesting 

stories about the place. 

Akaazua Elijah: Stories you see about the Niger Delta are stories on political 

tussles. The people are canvassing for positions by all means. Sometimes I read 

sports but most of the time, it is dominant cases of kidnapping stories, rapes, 

violence and fighting. 

Audu Ruth: The stories I always read about Niger Delta are those on oil exploitation 

and its impacts on the area. Newspapers often carry pictures of oil spills and 

militants. Most of the stories focus on militancy, kidnapping, pipelines vandalism, 

petitions and communal clashes. It is always about bad stories. 

Danzaria Apollos: Stories about the Niger Delta that always make the headlines are 

those that bother on militancy, youths‟ empowerment, kidnapping. These were 

rampant in the past but not as much now. 

Ejike: How visible is the Niger in the Nigerian newspapers? 

Raphael Akaya: I can say that the place is well covered adequately in the 

newspapers. Tv covers them also and radio. Before now a lot of attention is the area 

but now you can see that it is more on Boko Haram. 

Adamu Isiaka: To me, newspapers cover the Niger Delta adequately. We get a lot 

in the newspapers because of their information. Daily Trust is just as good as The 

Nation, both cover everywhere in the country. I believe that newspapers cover the 

place very well. But now, most of the stories now are about Boko Haram. It is the in-

thing now. 

Akaazua Elijah: Newspapers actually cover Niger Delta well, maybe because 

people from the place are working in the newspapers more. I don‟t know whether 
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they do that because of the oil in the place. I think attention should be given to other 

parts of the country too.  

Audu Ruth: The region gets enough share of media coverage when compared to 

other segments of the country. But then Vanguard and punch carry more stories 

about the area because they are based in Lagos and probably their owners are from 

there. You cannot expect newspapers published by people from other parts of the 

country to focus more on the Niger Delta. But the issue is that most of the write-ups 

are negative. Journalists emphasize crises in the Niger Delta.  

Danzaria Apollos: To me, I can say that Nigerian newspapers adequately cover the 

area. I can say that papers like Vanguard cover the Niger Delta more than others.  

Maybe the owner has a special interest there. I don‟t really know, but maybe. 

Ejike: Do all newspapers give approximately equal attention to the region? 

Raphael Akaya: If you ask me I would say that it depends on the media. I believe 

most newspapers give a lot of attention to the Niger Delta region but not all. I think 

papers based in the area or let me say south give it more attention.    

Adamu Isiaka: All the newspapers do not cover the Niger Delta equally. Some 

devote more time and space to the area because of interest. You find some 

newspapers publishing more stories about the area. Such newspapers like Vanguard 

carry even more pictures on the place than other ones. It is all about interest. 

Akaazua Elijah: They can not give the same level of coverage to the place. 

Newspapers like The Guardian and The Nation pay more attention to the Niger Delta 

since their publishers and more of the journalists are from the South. 

Audu Ruth: There is disparity in the way the media cover the area. Naturally, 

newspapers based in the north may not give as much attention to the region as 

those based in the south. If you open Vanguard or Daily Independent, for instance, 

you will find more stories on the Niger Delta than you would find in New Nigerian. 

The reason is because the publishers are not from the same part of the country. 

Danzaria Apollos: I can say that papers like Vanguard cover the Niger Delta more 

than others.  Maybe the owner has a special interest there. I don‟t really know, but 

maybe. 

Ejike: What dominant image of the Niger Delta do you have from what you read in 

newspapers?  
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Raphael Akaya: I have not been to the Niger Delta before, but the stories I read 

about the place are scaring. They portray there as a place you can‟t walk freely on 

the street; a place you can‟t sleep with your two eyes closed, because you might be 

kidnapped. Based on the stories it is like a no-go area. But I have friends from the 

area who say that these things happened, but not always. Apart from newspaper 

reports, I think it is a place worth staying in. 

Adamu Isiaka: My aunty lives in Port Harcourt meaning that you can also live there. 

I have friends who come from there too. As a Fulani man, I don‟t base my analysis 

on newspaper reports. I believe what I see. The media have shown us how 

degraded the Niger Delta environment is. The newspaper image of the people is that 

they are always disagreeing because government doesn‟t meet up with their 

demands. 

Akaazua Elijah: My perception of the place based on what I read, is that though the 

people have oil, yet they are suffering. The Ogonis, for instance, have no source of 

drinking water because of pollution. The picture I get of the place is that of a 

devastated environment. Another is that the people want to control their resources 

and that is why they vandalize pipelines. The people are volatile; they kidnap people, 

even foreigners.      

Audu Ruth: The image of the Niger Delta is that of a “no-go area”. The people are 

painted as being hostile, violent, difficult to control, non-tolerant and uneducated. On 

the whole, the region is portrayed in bad light.  

Danzaria Apollos: Stories that emanate from the Niger Delta are mostly negative. 

My perception of the place is that there is no peace in the area. There are a lot of 

problems in the area but the way government is going, I think before long their 

problems will be solved. 

Ejike: What do you make out of these struggles and agitations by the people of the 

Niger Delta? 

Raphael Akaya: They feel marginalized because much is got from their area but 

much is not given to them. I think they deserve much from the nation. Their actions 

are justifiable because if you are taking much from me, I, in turn, expect more from 

you.  
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Adamu Isiaka: I don‟t look at them as bad people. The newspaper image of the 

people is that they are always disagreeing because government doesn‟t meet up 

with their demands. 

Akaazua Elijah: I think the people want to control their resources and that is why 

they vandalize pipelines. 

Audu Ruth: I think they must be peaceful but they go into violence because 

government does not give them what they want. They try to defend their right. I don‟t 

look at them as bad people. 

Danzaria Apollos: The people are just asserting their right, that‟s how I see it. They 

are marginalized and want empowerment.   

 

  Sample of Transcript of Discussion with Participants from Northern Nigeria 

Resident in the North 

Ejike: Let me first welcome you all to this forum. (Explained the purpose of the 

discussion and allowed participants to introduce themselves).    

Ejike: How often do you read newspapers?  

Amfani: I don‟t‟ miss reading newspapers every morning. I read newspapers like the 

Sun, Leadership, Punch and Vanguard and People‟s Daily. I equally listen to radio 

every morning while preparing for work. To know what is happening around me. 

Isah: I try to read newspapers every day. I read in the office most times and I read 

as many newspapers as possible. I like reading Vanguard, Daily Trust The Guardian 

and Sun or Leadership. 

Muktar: My day will not be complete without reading newspapers. When I am driving 

to office I normally listen to paper reviews on radio. I read most Nigerian newspapers 

online, be it Thisday, Sun, Guardian, Leadership, Nation, Daily Trust, depending on 

what they are saying. 

Zainab: I read newspapers daily. I read newspapers like The Sun, Daily Trust and 

this new one, em, em, Newswatch Daily and others that I can lay my hand on. I like 

knowing what is happening in the country, especially as it concerns women.  

Danladi: I read newspapers everyday but not for so long because of pressure of 

work. In the office you can flip through the pages, so I prefer reading in detail during 

weekends. We are supplied many newspapers in the office and I try to look at them. 

Ejike: How do you mean? Something makes you read a particular newspaper at a 

particular time? 
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Amfani:  I like reading Thisday, The Nation and Daily Trust because thee all carry 

national news. It is only when you read newspapers that you know what I happening 

around you I look for newspapers like People‟s Daily or Leadership when I want 

more stories from the north. 

Isah:  I read Sun because it carries many interesting stories about the country. But 

you have more stories about the northern part of the country in newspapers such as 

New Nigerian, leadership and Daily Trust, although these days the News Nigeria 

doesn‟t come out regularly. 

Muktar: I read papers to keep myself abreast with the happenings of the day. I read 

newspapers depending on their headlines. I don‟t have preference for particular 

ones. It could be Punch, Champion, Guardian, or Daily Independent. Like I said, if I 

hear of any interesting topic on paper review for instance, I try to pick up the copy or 

even read it online. I can‟t imagine how it would be if one doesn‟t know about what 

happens around him. 

Zainab: Yes. Like I said I read newspapers to be informed about the world and what 

interests me most are issues pertaining to women. It is not that I don‟t read about 

politics, but when I pick newspapers I must read the columns on women. I like The 

Sun for that and others too. 

Danladi: Everybody has what interests him most. For me, I like sports and that is 

why I don‟t miss weekend papers. I read Complete Sports or Soccer Star to know 

what is happening in the sports world. I also read others like The Sun newspaper, 

The Guardian and Daily Trust for information about the country and the rest of the 

world.  

Ejike: What is your understanding of the term “Niger Delta? 

Amfani: The Niger Delta, to the best of my knowledge is like the Middle Belt. It is a 

geo-political area made up of some states. The area also produces oil which is the 

main source of wealth of the nation. The area is important because of the oil but in 

terms of the food we eat in this country they come from the Middle Belt. 

 Isah: The term “Niger Delta” means those states in Nigeria in the oil producing area. 

It also refers to the states in the South-South geo-political zone. There used to be a 

lot of crisis in the area, but I think the place is a little bit calm now. It is in some part 

of the north that people no longer sleep because of Boko Haram.. 
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Muktar: I know that the term “Niger Delta” refers to the nine oil producing states of 

the federation.  The area is economically important to Nigeria because that is where 

we have the country‟s oil deposit. The term equally is synonymous with militancy and 

kidnapping; although in the eastern part of this country now, kidnapping is the order 

of the day. 

Zainab: My understanding of the term “Niger Delta” is that oil is produced there. I 

understand some parts of the region are in the swamp and that is why the people 

want the area to be developed. The activities of the restive youths in the area have 

forced the Federal Government to to give the people some sort of attention. The 

militants were given amnesty and NDDC is developing the region. 

Danladi: The Niger Delta is the area crude oil is produced in this country. My 

impression of the area is that there are so many crises in the place because people 

fight and cult members kill and destroy houses every time in the area, but it 

somehow calm now like Amfani said.  

 Ejike: How did you get to know about this? 

Amfani: I get to know about the happenings in the place through the media which 

carry news about the area. The press told the whole world about what is happening 

in the Niger Delta. I have also been to Port Harcourt because my brother works in 

the NNPC.  

Isah: Through the media of course. Some people have been there but I haven‟t 

(others concurring) It is just the way we read about Boko Haram in Bornu and other 

parts of the north. Not everybody has come to the north but there is nobody who is 

not disturbed about what is happing in these areas now? 

Ejike: What kinds of stories or pictures do newspapers often carry about the Niger 

Delta? 

Amfani: The first thing that comes to mind when you hear “Niger Delta” is oil. Over 

the years, we have come to know much about resource control and how militant 

youths there fight for resource control. These youths clash with navy men in the 

creeks. You hear about 13 percent derivation, establishment of NDDC and Ministry 

of Niger Delta because government wants to help them. The President has tried for 

the people. 
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Isah: When you pick any newspaper, the kind of stories you always read about the 

Niger Delta are those on oil exploitation and militancy. Kidnapping also make 

headlines and crises involving youths and their elders at times. 

Muktar: Stories that normally emanate from the area centre on militancy cultism and 

kidnapping which has spread to other parts of the country. The stories emanating 

from there equally centre on neglect, oil spills and political struggle.  

Zainab: Stories about youths‟ restiveness, militants and kidnapping are what you 

normally read about the Niger Delta and such stories are so disturbing. Thesethings 

are terrible. See what is happening in Baga and other parts of the northern states 

now. 

Danladi: When you read newspapers you always see negative reports written about 

the area. You read stories about militants fighting with soldiers and how the youths 

abuct oil workers or politicians or even their relatives. 

Ejike: How visible is the Niger Delta in the Nigerian newspapers? 

Amfani: As I said Nigerian newspapers carry news about the area. I think the media 

write a lot about the people of the area, how the people want government to develop 

the area because they are suffering. It is just like now that they are focusing on Boko 

Haram problems in the north. 

Isah: The Niger Delta gets enough media coverage compared to other segments of 

the country. The place has become so well know because of the attention the 

Nigerian media have given it.  

Muktar: The Niger Delta has actually received adequate coverage from the Nigeria 

print media. The media have comparatively given preference to the region than other 

regions in terms of volume of reportage. I think it because of the level of attention 

government has given to the place. 

Zainab: The media have reported a lot on the Niger Delta and still focusing on the 

region because some militants have started attacking the military. The stories are 

also in the internet like what is happening in some states here in the north. 

Danladi: From the papers I read, I think the press has given them enough coverage. 

I cans say that the press has actually projected the Niger Delta to the outside world 

more that it has done to any other section of the country. 

Ejike: Do all newspapers give approximately equal attention to the region? 
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Amfani:  In terms of that question, I think that all the newspapers are trying but 

maybe some papers give more attention to the area, like Punch or Vanguard 

newspapers. I think all of them are not the same in terms of that. 

Isah: I don‟t think all the newspapers give equal attention to the place. It all depends 

on what is happening at the moment. Newspapers that are based in Lagos and other 

sourthern part of Nigeria are likely to focus more attention to the area than 

Leadership or People‟s Daily, for instance.    

Muktar:  When you look at the coverage along the line of ownership or base of the 

publications, you find out that papers based in the northern part of the country do not 

give the same level of attention to the area as their southern counterparts. Papers 

like the Guardian or Vanguard or the Nation tend to cover the place more. It also 

depends on resources. These big publications can afford to keep more reporters in 

every part of the country. 

Zainab: I think it is natural that papers with more interests in the area will cover it 

more than others. Those in Lagos axis are more likely to write more stories about the 

region because of nearness. Again, the issue of being able to hire staff like my 

colleague said is important.  

Danladi: Newspapers like Thisday or Guardian pay more attention to the place than 

Leadership for example. I think it is because these papers are closer to the area. But 

Daily Trust still writes about the Niger Delta; I am not saying that it does not write 

about the place at all. 

Ejike: What image of the Niger Delta do you have from what you read in 

newspapers?  

Amfani:  Honestly, most stories about the place still bounce back to oil. The image is 

bad; it is like there is a war raging in the place. There is serious fighting in the 

riverine areas. When I visited Port Harcourt, before I could drive to any place with my 

brother, we got to be sure before we move; just to be sure if there is shooting 

anywhere. But the place is not always like that. 

Isah: The issue is that most of the write-ups are negative. As you can see from the 

stories you gave us to read, they are mostlyl negative. The image of the Niger Delta 

is bad because the people are, violent and always agitating. I don‟t think everybody 

there ia as bad as the press write. 
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Muktar: To me, I don‟t so much believe that the stories are always negative because 

the stories that are always termed negative actually make some people happy 

(laughter). I am serious; when militants themselves read such stories they feel happy 

that something has happened and it‟s likely to attract government attention. That was 

how they came about amnesty for the militants and that is why government is now 

considering amnesty for Boko Haram members also. 

Zainab:  The Niger Delta is portrayed in so much bad light and that has actually 

affected the area. People dreaded going there some years back because of that. 

The place seems to be controlled by militants and kidnappers. The same thing is 

applicable to the north now, but we know that it not everywhere in the north that 

Boko Haram is disturbing, although it is quite frightening. 

Danladi: It can be said that the newspapers create negative images of the place due 

to the stories they publish like the ones you gave us. But I think the place is still good 

because there is a lot of money there. I read about their neglect and feel the people 

are fighting for their righ and should be compensated.  

Ejike: What do you make out of these struggles and agitations by the people of the 

Niger Delta? 

Amfani: Ordinarily we may see them as aggressive. You ask “what kind of people 

are they?” But some of the politicians have been there to see why they are fighting 

and complaining. They are fighting a good course; some parts of the area are 

irritating because of the environment. You wonder how they survive; we are all 

human beings. But I will blame their leaders too because they are not doing enough 

with the money they get. 

Isah: This struggle was caused by something. Government abandoned the 

environment for so long. This country has produced oil for over 5o years now 

everybody is suffering. Look at other countries like Libya and Saudi Arabia; even 

their civil war, is Libya not better than Nigeria? I know they youths in the area caused 

havoc but I it was because of their suffering. 

Muktar: If you ask me I would say the people are struggling to get what they think is 

their right. But when they do that they should not undermine the collective interest of 

the nation. Government needs to develop the area and also the remotest part of my 

community in Kano State. That is the way to stop all these upheavals; there should 

be work for the youths. That‟s how I see it. 
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Zainab:  Everything about their struggle or restiveness bothers on the fact that they 

feel abandoned by government, yet the nation‟s wealth come from the place. If 

government can develop the area there will be less trouble there.  

Danladi: As I said before, the people are complaining of their neglect and are asking 

for compensation.  
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APPENDIX IV 
 

Coding Guide for Content Analysis 
Analytical Cues/ Elements Covered 

Topics Covered 

Code Topic No of items Percentage (%) Position 

01 Infrastructure    

02 Health    

03 Education    

04 Environment    

05 Crime    

06 Recreation    

07 Living    

08 Business    

09 Politics    

10 Conflict    

Total     

 
 
 
 
Categories of Topics covered 

Code Topic No of Items Percentage (%) Position 

01 News stories    

02 Features    

03 Opinions    

04 Editorials    

Total      
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Sources of Published Items 

Code Sources No of Items Percentage (%) Position 

01 Government    

02 Militants    

03 Citizens    

04 Media    

05 NGOs    

06 Police    

07 Corporate bodies    

08 Religious bodies    

09 Military    

10 Political parties    

Total     

 
 
 
 
Directional Focus 

Code Direction No of Items Percentage (%) Position 

01 Favourable    

02 Unfavourable    

03 Neutral    

Total     

 
 
 
Prominence 

Code Placement No of Items Percentage (%) Position 

01 Front Page    

02 Inside Page    

03 Sports Page    

04 Back Page    

Total     
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Length of Published Material  
 

Code  Length No of Items Percentage (%) Position 

01 0-250 words    

02 251-500 words    

03 501-750 words    

04 751-1000 words    

05 1001 and above words    

Total     

 
 

As shown in the coding guide, each item for analysis was assigned a specific code. 

This facilitated the coding and ensured that no item was left out. The coding guide 

was applied to all the four newspapers analyzed. 
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APPENDIX V: TABLE OF STATISTICS 

NEWSPAPERS * LENGTH OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

   LENGTH OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

Total 

   

0-250 

WORDS 

251-500 

WORDS 

501-750 

WORDS 

751-1000 

WORDS 

ABOVE 

1000 

WORDS 

NEWSPA

PERS 

GUARDIAN Count 72 150 52 24 39 337 

Expected Count 140.3 128.9 28.1 14.5 25.2 337.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 21.4% 44.5% 15.4% 7.1% 11.6% 100.0% 

% within LENGTH OF 

PUB.  ITEMS 
12.2% 27.7% 44.1% 39.3% 36.8% 23.8% 

% of Total 5.1% 10.6% 3.7% 1.7% 2.8% 23.8% 

VANGUARD Count 389 268 40 27 46 770 

Expected Count 320.6 294.5 64.1 33.1 57.6 770.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 50.5% 34.8% 5.2% 3.5% 6.0% 100.0% 

% within LENGTH OF 

PUB. ITEMS 
65.9% 49.4% 33.9% 44.3% 43.4% 54.3% 

% of Total 27.5% 18.9% 2.8% 1.9% 3.2% 54.3% 

LEADERSHIP Count 86 95 23 9 15 228 

Expected Count 94.9 87.2 19.0 9.8 17.1 228.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 37.7% 41.7% 10.1% 3.9% 6.6% 100.0% 

% within LENGTH OF 

PUB. ITEMS 
14.6% 17.5% 19.5% 14.8% 14.2% 16.1% 

% of Total 6.1% 6.7% 1.6% .6% 1.1% 16.1% 

DAILY TRUST Count 43 29 3 1 6 82 

Expected Count 34.1 31.4 6.8 3.5 6.1 82.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 52.4% 35.4% 3.7% 1.2% 7.3% 100.0% 

% within LENGTH OF 

PUB. ITEMS 
7.3% 5.4% 2.5% 1.6% 5.7% 5.8% 

% of Total 3.0% 2.0% .2% .1% .4% 5.8% 

Total Count 590 542 118 61 106 1417 

Expected Count 590.0 542.0 118.0 61.0 106.0 1417.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 41.6% 38.2% 8.3% 4.3% 7.5% 100.0% 

% within LENGTH OF 

PUB.  ITEMS 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Chi-Square Tests 

 Value Df Asymp. Sig. (2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 1.096E2a 12 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 112.302 12 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
28.170 1 .000 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 1 cells (5.0%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is 3.53. 
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NEWSPAPERS * POSITIONING OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

 

   
POSITIONING OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

Total 

   
FRONT 

PAGE 

INSIDE 

PAGE 

SPORTS 

PAGE 

BACK 

PAGE 

NEWSPAPERS GUARDIAN Count 29 284 22 2 337 

Expected Count 22.8 300.9 11.2 2.1 337.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 8.6% 84.3% 6.5% .6% 100.0% 

% within POS. OF PUB.  

ITEMS 
30.2% 22.5% 46.8% 22.2% 23.8% 

% of Total 2.0% 20.0% 1.6% .1% 23.8% 

VANGUARD Count 38 705 20 7 770 

Expected Count 52.2 687.4 25.5 4.9 770.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 4.9% 91.6% 2.6% .9% 100.0% 

% within POS.  OF PUB.  

ITEMS 
39.6% 55.7% 42.6% 77.8% 54.3% 

% of Total 2.7% 49.8% 1.4% .5% 54.3% 

LEADERSHI

P 

Count 14 210 4 0 228 

Expected Count 15.4 203.5 7.6 1.4 228.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 6.1% 92.1% 1.8% .0% 100.0% 

% within POS. OF PUB.  

ITEMS 
14.6% 16.6% 8.5% .0% 16.1% 

% of Total 1.0% 14.8% .3% .0% 16.1% 

DAILY 

TRUST 

Count 15 66 1 0 82 

Expected Count 5.6 73.2 2.7 .5 82.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 18.3% 80.5% 1.2% .0% 100.0% 

% within POS. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
15.6% 5.2% 2.1% .0% 5.8% 

% of Total 1.1% 4.7% .1% .0% 5.8% 

Total Count 96 1265 47 9 1417 

Expected Count 96.0 1265.0 47.0 9.0 1417.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 6.8% 89.3% 3.3% .6% 100.0% 

% within POS. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value df 

Asymp. Sig. (2-

sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 41.347a 9 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 36.845 9 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
10.181 1 .001 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 5 cells (31.3%) have expected count less than 5. The minimum 

expected count is .52. 
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NEWSPAPERS * DIRECTIONAL FOCUS OF PUBLICATIONS 

 

   
DIRECTIONAL FOCUS OF PUBLICATIONS 

Total 

   
FAVOURABL

E 

UNFAVOURAB

LE 

NEUTRA

L 

NEWSPAPERS GUARDIAN Count 108 201 28 337 

Expected Count 115.6 202.6 18.8 337.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 32.0% 59.6% 8.3% 100.0% 

% within DIR. FOCUS OF 

PUB. 
22.2% 23.6% 35.4% 23.8% 

% of Total 7.6% 14.2% 2.0% 23.8% 

VANGUARD Count 285 459 26 770 

Expected Count 264.1 463.0 42.9 770.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 37.0% 59.6% 3.4% 100.0% 

% within DIR. FOCUS OF 

PUB. 
58.6% 53.9% 32.9% 54.3% 

% of Total 20.1% 32.4% 1.8% 54.3% 

LEADERSHI

P 

Count 72 141 15 228 

Expected Count 78.2 137.1 12.7 228.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 31.6% 61.8% 6.6% 100.0% 

% within DIR. FOCUS OF 

PUB. 
14.8% 16.5% 19.0% 16.1% 

% of Total 5.1% 10.0% 1.1% 16.1% 

DAILY 

TRUST 

Count 21 51 10 82 

Expected Count 28.1 49.3 4.6 82.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 25.6% 62.2% 12.2% 100.0% 

% within DIR. FOCUS OF 

PUB. 
4.3% 6.0% 12.7% 5.8% 

% of Total 1.5% 3.6% .7% 5.8% 

Total Count 486 852 79 1417 

Expected Count 486.0 852.0 79.0 1417.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 34.3% 60.1% 5.6% 100.0% 

% within DIR. FOCUS OF 

PUB. 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 
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Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 22.716a 6 .001 

Likelihood Ratio 21.710 6 .001 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
1.001 1 .317 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 1 cells (8.3%) have expected count less than 5. The 

minimum expected count is 4.57. 
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NEWSPAPERS * SOURCES OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

 

   SOURCES OF PUBLISHED ITEMS 

Total 

   

GOVT 

CITIZEN

S MEDIA POLICE 

RELIGIO

US 

BODIES 

MILITAR

Y 

COPORAT

E BODIES NGO,S 

MILITAN

TS 

POLITICA

L 

PARTIES 

NEWS

PAPE

RS 

GUARDIA

N 

Count 128 52 53 16 7 15 25 20 12 9 337 

Expected Count 105.8 66.6 61.4 12.6 5.0 14.0 16.2 36.9 8.6 10.0 337.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 
38.0% 15.4% 15.7% 4.7% 2.1% 4.5% 7.4% 5.9% 3.6% 2.7% 

100.0

% 

% within SOU. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
28.8% 18.6% 20.5% 30.2% 33.3% 25.4% 36.8% 12.9% 33.3% 21.4% 23.8% 

% of Total 9.0% 3.7% 3.7% 1.1% .5% 1.1% 1.8% 1.4% .8% .6% 23.8% 

VANGUAR

D 

Count 192 175 150 29 13 30 36 108 18 19 770 

Expected Count 241.8 152.2 140.2 28.8 11.4 32.1 37.0 84.2 19.6 22.8 770.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 
24.9% 22.7% 19.5% 3.8% 1.7% 3.9% 4.7% 14.0% 2.3% 2.5% 

100.0

% 

% within SOU. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
43.1% 62.5% 58.1% 54.7% 61.9% 50.8% 52.9% 69.7% 50.0% 45.2% 54.3% 

% of Total 13.5% 12.4% 10.6% 2.0% .9% 2.1% 2.5% 7.6% 1.3% 1.3% 54.3% 

LEADERS

HIP 

Count 92 37 41 2 1 10 3 24 6 12 228 

Expected Count 71.6 45.1 41.5 8.5 3.4 9.5 10.9 24.9 5.8 6.8 228.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 
40.4% 16.2% 18.0% .9% .4% 4.4% 1.3% 10.5% 2.6% 5.3% 

100.0

% 
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% within SOU. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
20.7% 13.2% 15.9% 3.8% 4.8% 16.9% 4.4% 15.5% 16.7% 28.6% 16.1% 

% of Total 6.5% 2.6% 2.9% .1% .1% .7% .2% 1.7% .4% .8% 16.1% 

DAILY 

TRUST 

Count 33 16 14 6 0 4 4 3 0 2 82 

Expected Count 25.8 16.2 14.9 3.1 1.2 3.4 3.9 9.0 2.1 2.4 82.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 
40.2% 19.5% 17.1% 7.3% .0% 4.9% 4.9% 3.7% .0% 2.4% 

100.0

% 

% within SOU OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
7.4% 5.7% 5.4% 11.3% .0% 6.8% 5.9% 1.9% .0% 4.8% 5.8% 

% of Total 2.3% 1.1% 1.0% .4% .0% .3% .3% .2% .0% .1% 5.8% 

Total Count 445 280 258 53 21 59 68 155 36 42 1417 

Expected Count 445.0 280.0 258.0 53.0 21.0 59.0 68.0 155.0 36.0 42.0 1417.0 

% within NEWSPAPERS 
31.4% 19.8% 18.2% 3.7% 1.5% 4.2% 4.8% 10.9% 2.5% 3.0% 

100.0

% 

% within SOU. OF PUB. 

ITEMS 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

100.0

% 

% of Total 
31.4% 19.8% 18.2% 3.7% 1.5% 4.2% 4.8% 10.9% 2.5% 3.0% 

100.0

% 
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Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 83.193a 27 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 91.862 27 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
1.497 1 .221 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 8 cells (20.0%) have expected count less than 5. 

The minimum expected count is 1.22. 
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NEWSPAPERS * TOPICS COVERED 

 

   
TOPICS COVERED 

Total 

   INFRAS

TRUCT

URE 

HEAL

TH 

EDU

CATI

ON 

CRIM

E 

ENVIRO

NMENT LIVING 

CONFL

ICT 

BUSIN

ESS 

RECRE

ATION 

POLI

TICS 

NEWSPAPERS GUARDI

AN 

Count 19 5 15 58 24 9 83 30 26 68 337 

Expected Count 25.9 8.3 13.6 64.9 13.8 14.7 82.5 27.8 11.4 74.0 337.0 

% within 

NEWSPAPERS 
5.6% 1.5% 4.5% 17.2% 7.1% 2.7% 24.6% 8.9% 7.7% 20.2% 100.0% 

% within 

TOPICS 

COVERED 

17.4% 14.3% 26.3% 21.2% 41.4% 14.5% 23.9% 25.6% 54.2% 21.9% 23.8% 

% of Total 1.3% .4% 1.1% 4.1% 1.7% .6% 5.9% 2.1% 1.8% 4.8% 23.8% 

VANGUA

RD 

Count 54 18 32 153 18 43 182 65 18 187 770 

Expected Count 59.2 19.0 31.0 148.3 31.5 33.7 188.6 63.6 26.1 169.0 770.0 

% within 

NEWSPAPERS 
7.0% 2.3% 4.2% 19.9% 2.3% 5.6% 23.6% 8.4% 2.3% 24.3% 100.0% 

% within 

TOPICS 

COVERED 

49.5% 51.4% 56.1% 56.0% 31.0% 69.4% 52.4% 55.6% 37.5% 60.1% 54.3% 

% of Total 3.8% 1.3% 2.3% 10.8% 1.3% 3.0% 12.8% 4.6% 1.3% 13.2% 54.3% 

LEADER

SHIP 

Count 35 10 8 49 10 8 55 14 2 37 228 

Expected Count 17.5 5.6 9.2 43.9 9.3 10.0 55.8 18.8 7.7 50.0 228.0 
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% within 

NEWSPAPERS 
15.4% 4.4% 3.5% 21.5% 4.4% 3.5% 24.1% 6.1% .9% 16.2% 100.0% 

% within 

TOPICS 

COVERED 

32.1% 28.6% 14.0% 17.9% 17.2% 12.9% 15.9% 12.0% 4.2% 11.9% 16.1% 

% of Total 2.5% .7% .6% 3.5% .7% .6% 3.9% 1.0% .1% 2.6% 16.1% 

DAILY 

TRUST 

Count 1 2 2 13 6 2 27 8 2 19 82 

Expected Count 6.3 2.0 3.3 15.8 3.4 3.6 20.1 6.8 2.8 18.0 82.0 

% within 

NEWSPAPERS 
1.2% 2.4% 2.4% 15.9% 7.3% 2.4% 32.9% 9.8% 2.4% 23.2% 100.0% 

% within 

TOPICS 

COVERED 

.9% 5.7% 3.5% 4.8% 10.3% 3.2% 7.8% 6.8% 4.2% 6.1% 5.8% 

% of Total .1% .1% .1% .9% .4% .1% 1.9% .6% .1% 1.3% 5.8% 

Total Count 109 35 57 273 58 62 347 117 48 311 1417 

Expected Count 109.0 35.0 57.0 273.0 58.0 62.0 347.0 117.0 48.0 311.0 1417.0 

% within 

NEWSPAPERS 
7.7% 2.5% 4.0% 19.3% 4.1% 4.4% 24.5% 8.3% 3.4% 21.9% 100.0% 

% within 

TOPICS 

COVERED 

100.0% 
100.0

% 

100.0

% 

100.0

% 
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 

100.0

% 
100.0% 

% of Total 7.7% 2.5% 4.0% 19.3% 4.1% 4.4% 24.5% 8.3% 3.4% 21.9% 100.0% 
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Chi-Square Tests 

 

Value Df 

Asymp. Sig. 

(2-sided) 

Pearson Chi-Square 88.871a 27 .000 

Likelihood Ratio 84.214 27 .000 

Linear-by-Linear 

Association 
4.418 1 .036 

N of Valid Cases 1417   

a. 5 cells (12.5%) have expected count less than 5. 

The minimum expected count is 2.03. 
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APPENDIX VI 

          Research Instrument for Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) 

The following instrument was used in effecting close reading and interpretation of the 

meanings embedded in the items analysed: 

Description: This was done to demonstrate the kind of emphasis the newspapers gave to 

issues and events concerning the Niger Delta. 

Analysis: This involved thematic analysis of the published items with a view to finding out 

the position, status, or prominence accorded the issues and events pertaining to the Niger 

Delta. 

 Interpretation: This involved the explanation of the meanings, framing and articulation of 

verbatim presentation, considering the surface structure of the text, and the texbase 

representation or portrayal. This was done to determine the concept and meanings of the 

text vis-à-vis the macrostructure ( i.e. the main idea in the text) and the microstructure (i.e. 

the supporting ideas in the text).  

Tone: This refers to the manner of presentation which revealed specific attitudes towards 

the subject as shown in choice of words and phrases. 

Language: This was the overall structure which portrayed particular significations and 

symbolic codes about a given subject. 

Characterization: This refers to the specific choice of words from a wide range of 

available options, to construct and characterize certain people, social relations or events 

in a particular way to reinforce and legitimize the ideology that have been communicated 

in the themes of the discourse. 

 Labeling; It refer to specific lexical items or “tags” that sort out persons or a group into 

specific social categories that determine how members of the public should understand 

and judge their actions. 

Agency Attribution: Through agency attribution, the identities of who takes certain 
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actions and who receives the benefits, or suffers the consequences of such actions are 

revealed.  

Agency Deletion: This refers to the discursive strategy by which the agents in the clauses 

of the headlines and bodies of reports are deleted through the process of nominalisation 

and passivization. 

Atmosphere: This referred to the general mode or impression which the piece conveyed 

to the reader or viewer. 

Evaluation: Through the evaluation of the text, proper definition/rating of the Niger Delta 

in the newspapers was ascertained. 
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APPENDIX VII 

Table of Random Numbers 
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APPENDIX VIII 

  Table of Selected Days, Using a Table of Random Numbers 

 

January  

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13* 14* 15 16 17* 18 19*   

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29* 30 31 

 

February 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5* 6 7 8* 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15* 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28* 29 

 

March 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7* 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17* 18* 19 20 21 22* 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31 

 

April 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8* 9 10 11* 12 

13* 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26* 

27 28 29 30* 
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May 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12* 13 14 15 16* 17 

18* 19 20 21 22* 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31* 

 

June 

S M T W T F S 

 

1 2 3* 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16* 17* 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24* 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

 

July 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4* 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13* 14 15 16* 17 18 19 

20 21* 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31* 

 

August 

S M T W T F S 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6* 7 8 9 

10 11 12* 13 14* 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25* 26 27* 28 29 30 

31 
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September 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2* 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10* 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20* 

21 22 23* 24 25 26* 27 

28 29 30 

 

October  

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5* 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12* 13 14 15 16* 17 18* 

19 20 21* 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

 

November  

S M T W T F S 

      1* 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9* 10 11 12 13* 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21* 22 

23* 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

 

December  

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13* 

14 15* 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22* 23* 24 25 26* 27 

28 29 30 31 

 

  Key:  * Days selected through a lucky deep.  
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APENDIX IX 

Samples of Published Items on the Niger Delta 
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